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LORD PALMERSTON, THE MINISTRY, AND 
THE WAR IN THE EAST. 


Te country has recovered from the astonishjnent into which it 
was thrown last week, by the announcement of the resignation of 
Lord Palmerston. The loss of his Lordship’s name to the 
Ministry, and of his services to the nation in a ministerial 
capacity, is felt to be great; but people are no longer of opinion 
that it is irreparable. No one questions his eminent ability, his 
long services, and his almost unprecedented popularity; but no 
one believes, even though afew partisan writers may assert, that the 
affairs of the nation are to be brought to a stand by the withdrawal 
of his Lordship, or any other statesman, however potent. Lord 
Palmerston is, and was, a favourite with all parties. His personal 
bearing, so courteous and so gentlemanly, his readiness in debate, 
his prompt and good-humoured wit, his exemplary industry, his 
accessibility, his thorough knowledge of State business, his 
downright English spirit—all these, and many other good 
qualities, both private and public, combined to render him at 
once the best known, and the best liked, of living statesmen. 
His name abroad was oftener heard than that of any other 
Englishman, and was respected by all the friends and feared by 
all the foes of Great Britain. But the damage that no other person 
could inflict, he has inflicted upon himself, for the Ministry will 
not be dislocated or even embarrassed by his secession. The time 
which his Lordship chose to disconnect himself from his col- 
leagues was unlucky. With war impending, if not actually com- 
menced, against the most formidable: and nefarious power in 
Europe, and at the opening of a long series of important, 


and it may be, deplorable events, of which it is impossible to 
foresee the issue, it should have been no light matter that 
induced Lord Palmerston to quit the Ministry. -That he 
took so grave a step, and one that, without explanation, 
is so damaging to his reputation, because he could not 
support Lord John Russell in a new Reform Bill that is to 
disfranchise a few rotten boroughs, is a statement that we cannot 
accept upon any other authority than his Lordship’s own. Until 
the meeting of Parliament, the world must be content to remain 
in the dark upon the subject, and to feel regret that his retirement 
had not been delayed, even although it may have been inevitable, 
until his Lordship, in his place in the House of Commons, could 
have removed all doubt of his motives and reasons, by openly 
declaring them. In the meantime people will put their own con- 
struction upon the matter; and Lord Palmerston will incur the 
reproach of having forsaken the Ministry at a moment when it 
was essential to Great Britain and her al'ies that a firm and 
determined front should not only be made, but should appear to 
have been made, against the common enemy of Europe. 

Events will, however, give a contradiction to all false surmises 
on the subject; and the whole Continent—Russia as well as 
Turkey—will speedily be as thoroughly informed as any one in 
England upon the true eauses of his Lordsh‘p’s retirement, and 
upon the position of the war question in the Ministry, and 
in the public mind. ..Things are evidently marching to a 
catastrophe im,the East; end ere this sheet meets the eyes 
of our réadefs, a combined attack of Turkey and her allies against 
Sebastopol and the Russian fleet in the Black Sea, may have set 
at rest the assertion that the British Ministry was for peace 4 tout 





prix, and that Lord Palmerston was the only supporter of active 
measures against the Russians. The true history of the cowardly 
butchery at Sinope has at length been made known; and the British 
and French fleets, that were not able to prevent, will certainly be 
able to punishit. If blasphemy and presumption be the character- 
istics of the Czar’s own proclamations, misrepresentation the most 
shameless is the characteristic of all the despatches that emanate 
either from his diplomatists or his generals. The battle of Sinope 
was only a battle on the side of the Turks, who fought with a 
bravery unsurpassed in naval history. On the side of the Russians 
it was nothing but a treacherous massacre. So far from being 
engaged in conveying men and ammunition to the coast of Cir- 
cassia, as alleged in the Russian despatch, the Turkish vessels 
were quietly lying in their own harbour or roadstead of Sinope. A 
dense fog concealed the approach of the enemy. When sufficiently 
near to be descried, the Russians hoisted the British flag, and 
bore down upon their unsuspecting victims, with a force 
at least five times as great. The result is already known, 
and adds another and the heaviest item to the sanguinary 
catalogue of the crimes of Russia in the abominable and selfish 
war which she is now waging. 

The affair at Sinope is alone sufficient to nullify all pending 
negotiations for an adjustment of differences, and to warrant a de- 
elaration of war against Russia by the Four Allies of Turkey. Whe- 
ther Austria and Prussia will carry their sense of justice so far, 
retains to be seen; but if, as we believe, Lord Stratford de Red- 
cliffe ‘and General Baraguay d’Hilliers have the full powers of their 
prespective Governments, we eqnnot so fir doubt the judgment 





of either, as to suppose that the final step will not be taken 
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on so great a provocation, The Four Powers only consented to 
arbitrate after the occupation of Moldavia and Wallachia, upon 
the understanding that Russia was in the interval to adopt no fur- 
ther measures of aggression. Russia has broken faith both in 
Europe and in Asia, If it could be proved that the Turk- 
ish vessels destroyed at Sinope were engaged in carrying either 
arms or men to foment and aid rebellion in a Russian province, the 
attack, though murderous, considering the disproportion of forces, 
would be justifiable by the code of war. It would amount to an 
act of defence, not of aggression; and would free the Emperor of 
Russia from the double disgrace which now attaches to him—the 
disgrace of having deceived and broken his promise to the me- 
diating Powers, and the scandal of an attack, the most barbarous 
and bloody ever committed by anationcalling itself either civilised 
or Christian. But this cannot be proved. Even upon the showing 
of the Russians themselves, the first story promulgated is no 
longer maintainable; and all testimony—not Russian—confirms 
the statement that the Turkish vessels were in harbour, and not 
engaged in any hostile movement whatsoever. Even a hostile 
intention is not to be attributed to them. 

For these reasons the renewed Conference at Vienna loses its 
interest. The battles of the East are too hasty for the palaver 
of the West. Diplomacy dozes while the cannon rattles; and 
the sword unsettles in an hour that which it takes the punctilious 
pens of ambassadors and plenipotentiaries months to indite and 
months to sign. It is satisfactory, however, to perceive that on the 
5th of December—seven days before the battle of Sinope was known 
to the Western Powers—there was a perfect accord between them, 
that Russia should not be allowed to retain possession of the 
Danubian Principalities. The events that have since occurred 
can but have strengthened that resolution. It is quite evident 
that the retirement of Lord Palmerston from the British Ministry 
cannot have weakened it. 








MONUMENT TO SCHWARZ, AT FREIBURG. 


GrerRMANY, the land of so many inventions, arts, and sciences, has just 
paid its meed of honour to one of the most eminent men in the history of 
inventions: a statue in commemoration of the inventor of gunpowder 
has been erected at Freiburg, in the Grand Duchy of Baden. The 
ceremony took place on the 30th ult., at two o'clock, when the statue 
was inaugurated in the presence of the leading authorities of the town. 

Berthold Schwarz was born at Freiburg, and became there a monk 
in the monastery of the order of St. Francis. 

In cld books Bertholdus Schwarz i3 also called Constantine Ang- 
klitzer, and h’s common name seems to have been given him on account 
of his physical and chemical experiments, unusual for his age; which 
gained for him the appellation of ‘‘ the Black Berthold” (der Schwarze 
Berthold), Bertholdus being his friar name. His favourite study was 
chemistry, in which he made great progress. Once, in the year 1340, he 
had stamped in a mortar a mixture of saltpetre, sulphur, and charcoal, 
and had covered it by astone. A spark of tire got into the mortar, the 
stone flew up into the ceiling of the room, and with such power that a 
part of the building fell into ruins. The monk searched after the cause, 
and repeated the experiment: the result was always the same; and 
thus gunpowder was invented; but Schwarz himself is believed to have 
lost his life in pursuing this study about 1354. 

The Chinece are said, indeed, to have invented the composition of the 
gunpowder, and the monks to have learnt it from them ; for some men of 
that order had, already in the thirteenth century, visited China in the 
character of missionaries, and returned to Europe in 1295. 

In the year 1294, Roger Bacon, the celebrated English friar, died at 
Oxford. In his work, entitled ** Opus Majus,” he says :— 

Of saltpetre and other ingredients an artful fire can be produced, which 
burns even in the farthest distance, and is able to imitate thunder and 
lightning. A portion of this matter, well prepared, can nullify a whole 
army, and a town, with a horrible clap and an immense illumination. 

And in another passage he says very distinctly:— Thunder and 
lightning can be imitated by a mixture of saltpetre, sulphur, and coal.” 
But the monks seem to have concealed their discovery in their 
monasteries, and not to have known what use to make of their in- 
ventions. 

The circumstance, therefore, that the Chinese, the monks, and the 
learned Bacon knew the mixture of gunpowder a long time ago, prior to 
its discovery by Schwarz, does not at all deprive the latter of the honour 
of having invented gunpowder; because he did not learn it from any 
other person. He taught, also, how the force of the powder could be 
used to blast rocks and walls, and to sling great stones in form of balls 
out of mortars towards walls and gates of hostile towns and castles. 
Berthold Schwarz is, therefore, also the inventor of fire-arms. About 
the year 1380 the use of them had become common. The Venetians 
employed them in their war with the Republic of Genoa, at the siege of 
Chioggia, which city they conquered the 2ist of June, in 1380. The 
English used gunpowder the first time at the glorious battle of Crecy, 
1846. 

The monument to Schwarz is erected in the Augustine-place. It 
consists of a fountain, which sends its crystalline water through 
four brass pipes. Above these are four niches; in one of which, on the 
front side, al bas-relief is to be seen showing the terrified monk at the 
moment when the explosion surprises him. In the three other niches 
inscriptions are to be read concerning the name, life, and condition of 
the inventor, and the time and manner of his invention. The inventor 
himself, chiseled in grey stone, stands upon the column of the fountain, 
in his monastic habit, absorbed in deep study, holding his right hand (in 
which he keeps a book) upon the mortar, which stands upon a pedestal 
by the side of him. The eculptor is M. Knittel. 

To the left side ef our Engraving the Church of St. Martin—lately 
restored—is seen, after the Cathedral the most beautiful of the ten 
churches of the city. In the background is the former Monastery of the 
Friars of St. Augustine, with a fine hall of Gothic style. The square 
about the monument is the Market-place of the city: at certain seasons 
it presents a lively picture of the dresses, costumes, productions, and of 
the inhabitants of the high-land of Baden. Women with caps re- 
sembling wings (one stands upon the pump-step) from the envirens 
of Freiburg, are, by their caps, known to be of the Protestant religion. 
Other peasant women wear high yellow hats and tails, lengthened by 
long ribands hanging down to the knees. They wear exceedingly short 
bodices; and the coat begins almost under the arms, being only a piece 
of thick cloth hanging down in regular plaits a little cut and sewed. 
These women are from the dales of the Black Forest. One of these women 
stands in the foregroundjof our picture, with two men—one of whom 
(with the hat and the long coat) is also an inhabitant of her dale. 
The other man, with the short black breeches, the long waistcoat, and 
the white steckings, is an inhabitant of the county Hauenstein. There 
are alse two pelicemen, one weighing the butter, the other noting 
the prices ef the victuals. Near the cross of stone at the church wall 
rises the market flag, forbidding every stranger to buy anything before 
ten o’clock, when it is to be removed. 

Thus has the town of Freiburg done honour to the monk who added 
Freiburg to the towns distinguished as the birthplaces of great men, and 
who gave the honeur to Germany of being the mother-country to that 
mysterious compesition which awoke the new age of history, and now 
governs the world, and decides its most important events. 


Grass Cotumns.—-The Prussians have put glass to a novel use. 
A column, consisting entirely of glass, placed on a pedestal of Carrara 
marble, and surmounted by a statue of Peace, six feet high, by the cele- 
brated ~~ Rauch, has been erected in the garden of the palace at 
Potsdam. The shaft is ornamented with spiral linesof blue and white. 


Quicx Sairinc.—The ship Star of the East arrived out at 
Port Phillip in 753 days. She took out a heavy cargo, besides her full 
complement—upwards of 400 passengers; which makes her passage the 
more remarkable, as all the other ships that have made the passage in 
from 80 to 90 days have gone out with passengers only, and in “ ballast 
trim.” The Stratford, which had been taken up by her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment for the mails of the 4th of June, had not delivered her letters 
in Melbourne when the Star of the Hast (which sailed from Liverpool 34 
days after her) arrived out. 





FOREIGN AND COLONIAL NEWS. 
THE WAR IN THE EAST. 
(From our Special Correspondent.) 
BELGRADE, Dee. 9, 1853. 

The summer tourist who has once run down the Danube will be sadly 
disappointed if he fancies that the same facilities and speed are attain- 
able in December as are to be enjoyed in August. The steamer which 
left Pesth on Wednesday, the 30th November, was one of the smallest 
and weakest on the line between Vienna and Semlin, The snow lay 
thick on the streets of the Hungarian capital ; and, though the trumpets 
could be heard as they summoned from their beds the troops of the 
citadel, the utmost darkness covered the morning, and the fog of the 
the Danube obscured all else save the mustachioed guardsmen and 
police, who watched the travellers as they stepped into the steamer, 
saw their passes correct, and with lanterns sternly scrutinised their 
faces. It is needless to say that the existence of a state of war upon 
the Turkish frontier of Austria has not rendered the authorities 
less scrutinising and less watchful. But the fact that such a state 
of things existed rendered the passage from Pesth to Semlin more 
interesting to one whose only object was curiosity. A most varied and 
motley mass crowded the deck and cabin of the steamer. There 
were pursy little officers with incipient moustaches, on their way 
to quarters. Servian, Jew, and Hungarian cealers; a detachment of 
Greuzers or frontier troops; and, gliding amongst them all, was the 
never-failing policeman with his peaked shako and hissword. The 
confusion of tongues, the fetid atmosphere of every species of bad to- 
bacco, the pernicious gas of the iron stove —the noise and the smell did 
not render the prospect of even two days’ journey from Pesth to Semlin 
in the least inviting; but two days only is a summer trip, not to be en- 
joyed at any other time. 


the quay, and passed with speed the numberless water-mills that crowd 
the river. The Danube’s stream was smaller than it had been known 
for many years; and this impediment, together with the fog, rendered 


was, therefore, slight. The fog came on about two hours after noon, 
and the ship lay too until morning. The next day, and the next, the 
fourth, and the fifth, rolled on; and we were still a considerable 
distance from Semlin. <A breeze and sunshine greeted the passengers 
en the fifth, and hopes were entertained that Semlin would be reached 
that night—but no such fortune was iu store. The sun went down, and 
as its disc decreased in size below a distant bank of clouds, the cold and 
frosty air upraised the mist which curled into festoons above the water, 
and gradually obscured the sky. The Maria Anna, with her weary pas- 
sengers, was then at Czerrovitz, six miles from Peterwardein, and there 
the anchor dropped. 


that in ten it might be possible to runthe distauce by the banks. Joined 


left the steam- boat at the village of Czerrovitz. 
appeared to exist as to means of transport. The Slovoks who inhabit 
the village did not understand us, and German and Hungarian were 
unavailable amongst them. At last a man was found who spoke 


pect on the whole was not inviting. The only thing which dis- 
tinguishes the frontier roads from ploughed fields, is this—that the ruts 
are deeper than the plough could make them, and that these ruts are 
varied with here a mound, and there a hole. Into ground like this, in 
ordinary weather, the wheels of the vorspann, which are preternaturally 
small in the rim, roll into the shaft. In winter the whole is frozen, and 
the epringless cart is rattled up and down, and sideways, with a speed 
unknown to any but the old mail coaches. The jolting, tilting, 
bumping, and noise soon shook the breath from out of us; and it was 
with glaring eye-balls and aching bones that we entered Peterwardein. 
The gates were opened as we rattled in; the sombre walls of the main 
defences cast gloomy shade upon the place, and the sentries gave no 
challenge as we passed. We found an inn with ease. There are fourteen 
houses in Peterwardein, and seven of these are taverns, at one 
of which we stopped. The lady who had joined us was at her 
journey’s end, but not so with the rest ; and, having landed her, the 
vorspann once more started. It appears that Peterwardein is 
like an eel-trap—easy to enter, but hard to leave. The gates were 
shut before us, and egress was refused. There was nothing for it, then, 
but to epend a night in bed; anda general surrender of passports was 
effected. Still, the object of the trip had been defeated ; for, doubtless, 
the steamer would depart with dawn, and reach Semlin beforeus. We 
drewsome comfort still from feeling thatanightev enin afortress was more 
agreeablethan oneon boardasteamer; ands9it proved. But, in the morn- 
ing, came fresh tribulations. As we rose to leave, the doors of all the 
rooms were found to have been closed with just as much effect as had been 
thoee of the defences on the previous night—namely, two policemen 
barred the entrance; and, with the utmost politeness, gave us to under- 
stand that the passports were not in order; that we were suspects, and 
prisoners. Your Correspondent, for his part, found refuge in that cool- 
neces which has never deserted him, and merely requested the policemen, 
with a politeness equal to their own, to acquaint the Governor of the 
fortress that the cause of our presence was that already described to you, 
and not a foul endeavour to spy into what certainly did not concern us ; 
and, indeed, what we were far from having the means of understanding, 
It was farther hinted to the o flicers that,as a British subject, it was pro- 
bable that I should lodge a formal complaint against the Governor at our 
Embassy in Vienna. One of my companions, who did not share my 
phlegm, endeavoured to perzuade the officers of his importance and high 
position ; in-which attempt, although I knew that he advanced no more 
than the simple truth, he met with nothing but apparent incredulity- 
An hour pgesed, and still no change took place. But presently a portly 
percon, in blue uniform and a grey military cloak, marched us off, ac- 
companied by another officer. The first was the Biirgermaster of Peter- 
wardein, the second a Lieut.-Colonel at the head of the Platz Com- 
mando. “ Your passports, gentlemen,j are not inorder. Yours, Sir,” 
said the Lieut.-Colonel, addressing my companion, *‘is so far wrong 
that you are described as of middling stature, whilst you are of full 
size. Yours, Sir,” said he, turning to me, “‘ we cannot read.” I stared 
with astonishment at the etolidity of this old soldier, who could make his 
ignorance a pretext for detaining me. It wassoon evident, however, that 
these military gentlemen had discovered that they had found a mare’s 
nest; for after listening to us for a short time, they consented to let us 
goafter keeping us till noon; and marching and countermarching us from 
the police to the Platz Commando, and vice versd. The police-office of 
Peterwardein is on the opposite side of the Danube, in Neusatz—once a 
large and prosperous town, though somewhat subject to pernicious fevers: 
Neusatz is, however, now @ mass of crumbling ruins, in the midst of 
which reviving trade is striving to re-edify what the cannon of the fortress 
has destroyed. A vorspann and a good road enabled us to reach Car- 
lovitz with speed and comfort; but, that spot past, the ruts, mounds, 
and holes, were as terrific as on the preceding night. A snowy fog 
around, and the quick succession of the stark high poles that bear the 
electric telegraph, were the characteristics of the landscape. In truth, 
this electric telegraph was quite a valuable feature, for at any rate it 
told the way—perhaps the only thing it does tell at present, as it is 
affected with a chronic diplomatic malady, which prevents it from for- 





warding private messages. 





The fog-bellof the steamer tolled incessantly, as the Maria Anna left | 


Five hours’ stea ming is calculated as the distance | 
from Czerrovitz te Semlin, and it was supposed by your Correspondent | 


by two gentlemen and 2 lady, intent upon arriving at their destination, I | : r iat a , 
At first some difficulty | and the General in command of the Imperial forces is stated to have sent 


Italian. A bauer, or farmer, was then induced to furnish 
means of transport, and soon the common vorspann of the | 
frontier was brought round, in which we mounted. The pros- 





Pansva, about twelve miler from Semlin, consists of two lines of 
houses, separated by a road, as wide as Regent-street, London, but im- 
passable except in favourable weather. The navigation of that road i3 
a fearful and a dangerous one; and how the horses of the cavalry regi- 
ment quartered there can follow it without destruction, it is difficult to 
imagine. On the occasion of our passing it,the near hind-wheel of the 
vorspann was broken, and fell to pieces a little further, near the village 
of New Pansva. Old Pansva is Sclavon, and its inhabitants speak the 
Servian language. It was, therefore, with some surprise that, after 
landing on the snow from our vorspann, we found refuge in a farm, whose 
people were all Germans, who spoke the dialect of Wurtemberg. New 
Pansva is, in truth, a townof Wurtembergers colonised there for almost 
a century, and preserving their own old language, manners, and habits. 
The farmer, who had been a soldier, described to us his disgust at being 
obliged, as greuzer or frontier colonist, to serve in wars which did not 
concern him, and against enemies for whom he could have no hostile 
feeling. 

The life of the greuzer is truly a hard one, but it is one which he 
would not probably wish to change. I had occasion after I reached 
Semlin—which I did, without further trouble, before the steamer—to 
visit some of the frontier posts of the plague cordon. The watch-houses, 
which are all alike, are placed at half-mile distance from each other, 
along the whole of this portion of the frontier. The men when on 
service in the cordon, are permitted to wear their ordinary clothes. 
They are, therefore, highly picturesque and ragged. They live in holes 
in the ground, covered with reeds, and sit in numbers round a wood 
fire, whose smoke is hardly grateful to the senses. Eight men are told 
to every post, and they serve eight days, alternately. Sleep they snatch 
whenever they can in the day, for at night patrols are constantly on 
march. Most of these men are married, and each battalion has amongst 
its oflicers a midwife. 

Of Semlin it is needless to say anything. It is a dull, suspicious, 
frontier city, in which the children are cold by their parents without 
compunction; in which begging is a licensed system; and which, 
amongst a body of about twenty Austrian officers, is considered the 


it incumbent to be doubly careful. The distance run on the first day | Test quarters in the vast dominions of his Imperial Royal Majesty. 


As to news, the only items I have learnt are to the effect, that 
on the 5th instant the Russians attacked Kalafat, but whether in 
force or not is not stated. The result, however, was their de- 
feat, or, at any rate their repulse. There is, I believe, a cer- 
tainty that Russia will make a winter campaign. The Danube is 
lower at this moment than it has ever been known in the recollection of 
the present generation. The eteamers have ceased to run, and that in 
which I came is the last for the season. The Danube is frozen over at 
Pesth, and will, doubtless, be so here. By the time it has sufficiently 
hardened, the Russians will have concentrated their forces, which are 
advancing from Bessarabia, and will cross, perhaps, near Giurgevo. 
They will endeavour, at the same time, to dislodge the Turks from Kala- 
fat, and the chance of arms must still decide the question now at issue, 
Austria, it appears, has been sending money underhand to Montenegro, 


4000 crowns to the Governor of Krakova, to cause a rising against the 
Turks. The Porte, no doubt, regrets at present its weakness in surren- 
dering Montenegro, which it had conquered, to the sturdy mountaineers 
who inhabit it. But more on this question in my next. 

{In addition to the above, from our Special Correspondent at the seat 
of war, we have received a letter, dated the 5th instant, from our 
Special Correspondent at Constantinople, en route for the Black Sea and 
the Asiatic provinces of Turkey, enclosing a series of Sketches, the most 
important of which we hope to be able to publish next week.] 





We hear both from Paris and Vienna that the French and English 
Governments, on the receipt of the news of the Battle of Sinope, 
despatched orders to their respective Admirals to enter the Black Sea 
immediately. 

Telegraphic intelligence from Constantinople down to the 13th ult., 
states that the courier who conveyed the Collective Note and Circular 
Instructions of the Vienna Conference had arrived. The Ambassadors 
of the Four Powers proceeded at once to take these documents into 
consideration. The Sultan’s reply to the Collective Note of the 5th iust. 
is expected to arrive at Vienna on the 26th. 


THE TURKISH NAVAL DEFEAT AT SINOPE, 


All the accounts agree in stating that the Turks cuffered terribly at 
Sinope. The town was eet on fire and destroyed, and upwards of 4000 
Turks perished ; and 400 guns were lost tothe Turkish fleet. The Tarkish 
squadron under Osman Bey consisted of six frigates, four corvettes, and 
two steamers, and not of mere transports. The Russians attacked this 
flotilla as it lay at anchor in the roadstead of Sinope with an enormous 
disproportion of force, inasmuch as the division of the Rus.ian fleet 
under the command of Nachimoff at Sinope consisted of tour ships 
of the line, 120 guns each—T7ri Swiatitela, Grossfurst Constantin 
(Admiral’s ship), Paris, and Zwol; Apostel; two ships of 84 guns— 
Rostislau and Siiatoslan; and the two steamers Wladimir and Odessa. 
Admiral Kornileff arrived in another steamer just after the close of the 
engagement. This Russian squadron was bound on 2 cruise, and had 
already, as far back as the middie of November, been on the chase after 
these Inrkish vessels, and had hoped to come up with them in either 
Sinope, Varna, or Baltschik. 

One of those fogs which are so prevalent in the Black Sea at this 
time of year, and which render the navigation of it so difficult, con- 
cealed the approach of the enerry, who had been blockading the port, 
and the land batteries appear to have been unprepared for his approach. 
The first object seen through the mist wa; the Russian fleet in over- 
whelming force, at a very short dis'ance, becring down. The Turkish 
vessels were quietly at anchor. A Russian three-decker placed itself 
between a Turkish frigate, the Misania, and the Egyptian trigate, the 
Damietta. These two ships, before the enemy could open his fire, threw 
in their broadsides so close, that the Russian three-decker was very 
severely injured. In the meantime, another Russian ship of the line 
attacked two corvettes between which it succeeded in placing 
itself. The rest of the Russian fleet quickly came up, threw 
in their fire together on the almost helpless Turkish vessels ; 
and the combat became general. The Turkish steamer, T7'2if, 
foreseeing the disaster that was sure to happen, got its steam up, and, 
not without great difficulty and much danger, succeeded in gliding 
between the Russian ships, and made off, hotly pursued by two corvettes 
and asteamer. When it had got out of the reach of fire, it was found 
that she had not less than seventeen cannon balls in her, and had two men 
killed, and four wounded. According to some accounts, the Russian 
fleet was composed of 18 ships—three-deckers, two-deckers, frigates, 
corvettes, and steamers; and that the Turkish flotilla lying at anchor 
consisted only of six frigates, three corvettes, and two steamers. No 
one denies that a complete victory was gained by the Russians. The 
Turkish frigates, however, received their gigantio assailants with the 
greatest courage and spirit. They only succumbed to the immense 
superiority of force, and that not without inflicting severe injury on the 
Russians: and they fought to the last with a degree of courage which 
has never been exceeded in naval warfare. 

So completely were the Turks taken by surprise that, although two 
Russian steamers had reconnoitred in the roads—which are renowned for 
their security even in winter—on the day preceding the attack, the 
boilers of the Turkish steamers were not heated when the battle began; 
and when the Russian vessels were pouring in their broadsides, it was 
found that the Turkish vessels were so placed that they received the 
fire of their own batteries. Before the squadron was destroyed, it had 
conveyed arms and ammunition to the coast between Gelendshik and 
Souchumkaleh. 

The population of Constantinople were thrown into a state of much 
consternation and excitement when the Zaif arrived with the intelli- 
gence of the catastrophe. The rumour circulated that the combined 
English and French squadron would enter the Black Sea. It is said— 
but the intelligence seems doubtfal—that in the conference held at the 
Britith Embassy at Constantinople on the receipt of this news, Admiral 
Dundas strenuously urged that the combined fleets should instantly set 
eail, in order, if possible, tointercept the Russian fleet before it could 
beat back into Sebastopol. It is also stated that this opinion was over- 
ruled by Gen. Baraguay ¢’Hilliers, the French Ambassador, 

The French and English Ambassadors immediately sent off despatches 
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to their Governments; and it is generally believed that the combined 
fleets will not enter the Black Sea until the Cabinets of London and 
Paris give express orders to this effect. The Turks were so greatly ex- 
cited that it was reported that their fleet, under Admiral Slade ( Mushaver 
Pacha) would attack Sebastopol. 

A strict inquiry has been ordered into the causes of the destruction of 
part of the Turkish fleet at Sinope, which is attributed to the neglect of 
the Turkish authorities, in not recalling those vessels after they had 
been warned to do go, or to the waut of timely information that the 
Russian fleet was cruising off the coast of Asia. 

Two British merchantment, the property of a Maltese house, which 
sailed with cargoes of coals to the Black Sea, were very roughly dealt 
with in the Battle of Sinope. 

At Jassy a thankegiving for the victory of Sinope had been solemnly 
celebrated. The Austrian, P@ssian, and Greek Consuls were invited to 
attend on the happy occasion, but they did not appear. The English 
and French Consuls had already taken their departure. 


THE WAR IN WALLACAIA, 


Advices from Bucharest of the 17th announce that an action had 
taken place at Matschin (opposite Ibraila). The Russians made a@ re- 
connoissance with two steamers, five gun-boats, and four battalions of 
riflemen. The island between Ibraila and Matschin was occupied by 
the Russians, who landed twelve hundred riflemen on the right bank of 
the Danube, opposite Ibraila, and destroyed the Turkish batteries below 
the Bulgarian town of Matschin. The invaders were vigorously op- 
posed by a body of Turkish cavalry, and, after a cannonade which is 
said to have lasted twenty hours, the assailants retired. The Russians 
sustained a severe loss of killed and wounded; and the attack is said to 
have been a complete failure. 

Since December 2nd General Dannenberg has been at Bucharest, 
although the greater part of his corps is in Lesser Wallachia, close to 
the left bank of the Aluta. Sudden landings and surprises on the part 
of the Turks are still the order of the day along the whole line of the 
Danube. The Turks fight with such fanatical enthusiasm that hardly 
any prisoners are made; in Bucharest none have been seen. 

The news that General Aurep is marching to dislodge the Turks from 
Kalafat, is confirmed by the latest advices from the Russian camp. 

The Turks have thrown up immenee fortifications at Kalafat, and 
courageously await the attack of the Russians. Selim Pacha and six 
other pachas command the troops there, which number from 20,000 to 
25,000. Above 100 pieces of artillery are said to have been placed upon 
the walls. The discipline among the Turks is excellent. The commu- 
nication between the Turkish camp at Kalafat and Widdin has been 
interrupted by the drifting ice on the Danuve. A physican in the ser- 
vice of the Turks reports that the Turkish troops at Kalafat suffer 
severely from intermittent fever; and that of late other diseases, such as 
typhus fever, cholerina (a kind of cholera), &c., have increased the num- 
bers of the sick to an alarming extent. It was believed that imme- 
diately after the cessation of the drifting ice Omer Pacha intended to 
cross the Danube at three points. Omer Pacha removed his head-quar- 
ter from Rasgrad to Rustchuk on the Sth inst. 

Giurgevo is strongly fortified by the Russians. The works are well 
supplied with 24-pounders, and have been placed under the command of 
an experienced general. The Russian corps quartered at Frateschi in 
earth-huts consists of a regiment of Lancers and Hussars, and six bat- 
talions of Rifles and Artillery. At Budeschti, Dobrein, and towards 
Oltenitza, six large subterranean dwellings have been constructed, each 
ninety fathoms long and six fathoms wide, and which accommodate 
13,000 Russian infantry. 

It appears that General Fischback, ut Krajova, ordered Major Buri- 
leanu to keep his troop of 1600 disciplined Wallachian cavalry prepared 
to march against the Turks. The Major communicated this te his officers 
and men, and they, during the ensuing night, disappeared. Major 
Burileanu was called to account for this, and on the 30th November he 
died suddenly. His decease has made a very deep impression in Kra- 
jova, and the city is full of singular rumours. 

Mr. Gardner, the British Consul at Jassy, has received Lord Red- 
cliffe’s instructions to leave the Principality. 


THE WAR IN ASIA, 


The intelligence of Gencral Andronikoff’s victory over the Turks at 
Akhalzik is confirmec. According to the Russian despatch the Turks 
lost 5000 killed, 12 cannon at the point of the bayonet, seven stand of 
colours, the whole baggage of the besieging force, and large stores of 
ammunition. The Turks appear to have had possession of the town of 
Akhalzik, but to have been driven out of it subsequently by a sortie of 
the garrison from the citadel or fortress, which the Turks had not been 
able to take. Another account states that the Turks were from 10,000 
to 15,000 in number, and that they lost 1000 men killed and 200 pri- 
soners, besides standards,cannon,&c. The Russian loss was severe, and 
General Freitag was wounded. 

Official advices from St. Petersburg of the 15th inst. state that, on the 
ist of December, Prince Rebutoff won a victory over the Turkish 
Seraskier at Ongusli (Asia), on the Turkish territory, taking twenty- 
four cannon, the whole Turkish camp, ammunition, &c. The Seraskier 
retreated in great disorder to Kars. 

On the other hand, Constantinople letters state that the Tarks are 
constantly gaining new victories in Asia. The Georgians are in arms; 
and the greater part of Armenia has been retaken by the Turks. 

Persia is said to have offered, through Prince Woronzow, 30,000 troops 
to Russia, and demanded a Russian General. The declaration of war 
by Persia against Turkey is, however, still doubted. 

By electric telegraph as late as Wednesday evening, we have re- 
ceived the following important intelligence from Vienna :— 

The combined English, French, and Turkish fleets entered the Black 
Sea onthe 10th. It is supposed that their destination is Sebastopol. 

Three ships from each squadron have been left to guard the approach 
to Constantinople. 

TURKISH VICTORIES IN ASIA. 

The following important Turkish despatches have been received. If 
correct, of which there is little doubt, considering the source from which 
they have been derived, they place matters in the East upon a very 
different footing to the Russian bulletins :-— 


ErzERovuM, Nov. 16.—Mehemet Pacha, General of the Division of Baya- 
zid, has penetrated the Russian territory, and occupied several villages 
situated near the frontier, in the province of Erivan. Anxious to profit 
by his first successes, he immediately advanced upon the City of Erivan. 
At his approach, the principal persons and authorities advanced to meet 
him in a body, and delivered the place up to him. The Russians had 
evacuated it. 

Mehemet Pacha, thinking it unwise to enter Erivan at once, for fear of 
stratagem, took up a position in the environs. This event proves the 
sympathy of the inhabitants for the Turks, and if is more than probable 
that the Russians, having abandoned so important a place, will also 
evacuate the whole province. 

On the 14th November, a yavert (an aide-de-camp) passed through 
Erzeroum, bringing intelligence of an engagement at Goumri, a town 
situated on the frontier near Alexandropol, where the Russians have a 
large custom-house. 

After a desperate fight (combat acharné), the Turks, led by Ahmed 
Pacha, President of the Military Council of the Army of Anatolia, re- 

ulsed the Russians, who took refuge in the citadel of Alexandropol. 
Not having cannon of sufficient calibre to lay siege to the citadel, Ahmed 
Pacha took his position, and fortified himself in the town of Goumri. 

At the same time, Zarif Mustapha, in command of the corps d’armée of 
the frontier of Akhaltzik, at the head of the Bachi Bouzouks, and of 
several battalions of regular troops, seized upon Paskoff at some dis- 
tance from the fortified town of Akhaltzik, whither the Russians had re- 
tired. He intended to fortify Paskoff; and, leaving a garrison there to 
hold the Russians in check, to push farther into the province, of which 
the inhabitants are well disposed to the Turks. 


THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE, 


The points agreed upon between the Four Powers are stated to be— 
ist. Maintenance of the territorial integrity and independenceof Turkey. 
2nd. The O)miitz concessions and modified Vienna Note to be the basis of 
the negotiations for a new treaty of peace. 3rd. All former treaties 
between the belligerent powers to be re-established. 4th. Evacuation of 
the Danubian Principalities after the conclusion of peace. 

The Protocol of the Four Powers—England, France, Austria, and 
Prussia—-has been published, together with the collective note of the 
5th December, and the circular instructions sent by the Four Powers to 
their Envoys at the Porte. We append the most important passage of 
the Protocol :— 

The assurances given on several occasions by the Emperor of Russia 
exclude the idea that that august sovereign entertains any wish to inter- 
fere with the integrity of the Ottoman empire. The existence of Turkey, 
in the limits which treaties have assigned to her, has in fact become one 
of the necessary conditions of the European equilibrium; and the under- 
signed plenipotentiaries declare with satisfaction that the present war can- 
not in any case involve modifications in the territorial circumscriptions of 
the two empires, calculated to alter the state of possession which time has 
consecrated in the East, and which is equa!ly necessary for the tranquillity 
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ofall the other Powers. The Emperor of Russia, besides, has not confined 
himself to such assurances, but has declared that his intention had never 
been to impose on the Porte new obligations, or any that were not 
exactly in conformity with the treaties of Kutchuck-Kainardji and 
Adrianople, according to which the Sublime Porte has promised to pro- 
tect in the whole extent of its states the Christian religion and its 
churches. The Court of Russia has added, that,in demanding from 
the Ottoman Government a testimony of its fidelity to its anterior en- 
gagements, it hadin no respect intended to attenuate the authority of 
the Sultan over his Christian subjects, and that its oaly ohject was to obtain 
explanations of a nature to prevent every motive of doubt and every 
reason for misunderstanding with a friendly and neighbouring power. 
The sentiments manifested by the Sublime Porte during the last negotia- 
tions prove, on the other hand, that that Power was ready to recognise 
all its contracted obligations, and to pay full attention, in the measure of 
its sovereign rights, to the interest entertained by the Emperor of Russia 
for a religion which is his own and that of the majority of his peope. In 
that state of things, the undersigned are convinced that the earnest and 
most ready means of attaining the object desired by their Courts, is to 
make a communication in common to the Sublime Porte, to explain to it 
the wish of the Powers to contribute by their friendly intervention to the 
re-establishment of peace, and to give it an opportunity of stating the 
conditions on which it would be disposed to treat. 

The following is the collective note :— 

The undersigned, representatives of Austria, France, Great Britain, and 
Prussia, assembled at a conference at Vienna, have received instructions 
to declare that their respective Governments behold with a profound 
regret the commencement of hostilities between Russia and the Porte, 
and desire exceedingly, by intervening between the belligerent Powers, 
to prevent any fresh effusion of blood, and to put an end to a state of 
things which menaces seriously the peace of Europe. Russia having 
given an assurance that she was disposed to treat, and the undersigned 
not doubting that the Porte is animated with the same spirit, they request, 
in the name of their respective Governments, to be informed on what 
conditions the Ottoman Empire would consent to negotiate a treaty 
of peace. 

It has been asserted that the object of the four Powers was only to 
induce the Porte to submit t» the demands of Russia under another 
form, and that the vital point of the evacuation of the Principalities was 
not expressly provided for. To this statement the circular instructions 
give a categorical refutation; for the advice tendered by the four 
Powers is, that “the Divan should declare its readiness to renew its 
offers, and to discuss the form in which peace should be restored and the 
religious question settled, on condition enly that it should not have to 
accede to any one of the demands it has already refused; and, farther, 
that an arrangement be concluded for the evacuation of the Principalities. 
It has been stated that a direct negotiation between Russia and Turkey 
had been recommended ; but the instructions expressly recommend that 
“the Plenipotentiaries of those Powers should not treat alone, but in 
presence of the representatives of the four other great Powers.” 


RUSSIA. 

Advices from St. Petersburgof the 13th state that a Te Deum has 
been sung in the Czar’s chapel for the victories of Akhaltzik and Sinope. 
Te Deums have also been sung in all the churches of the capital. The 
population came in crowds to join in the service. 

The news of Nachimoff’s naval success reached St. Petersburg by the 
9th inst., and produced a tone of feeling there described to be little 
favourable to any projects of arrangement which in any way should 
reckon on concession on the part of Russia. 

The Czar has published a ukase, proclaiming the state of siege 
throughout Bessarabia and the governments of Cherson and Tauris, and 
placing those provinces under martial law. Tauris, and the left bank 
of the Bug, is put under the command of Prince Menschikoff; Chersou 
and the right bank of the Bug under the command of Baron von Osten- 
Sacken. 

Letters from St. Petersburg state that the preparations making by the 
Emperor of Russia for the prosecution of the war in spring,are on 
an unprecedented scale of magnitude. In Poland the levy is no less 
than one in thirty of the male population—and that not (as is ordi- 
narily the case) of the grown-up population, but of all males, whatever 
their age. In Russia, where the levies were hitherto never more than 
12 per 1000 of the male population, the levy for the present year has 
been doubled. On a recent occasion, the Czar, having remarked that 
the number of men raised among the serfsin the neighbourhood of St. 
Petersburg was smallerthan in any part of his dominions, asked the 
reason. He was informed that the landowners round St. Petersburg 
were in the habit of permitting their serfs to take service in the capital, 
on paying a portion of their wagesto their masters; so that, in point of 
fact, the majority of those registered in the neighbourhood were actually 
in thecapital. Two days after, the gates of the city were closed, and a 
razzia was made on allthe coachmen, footmen, &c., of St. Petersburg, a 
large proportion of whom were forthwith removed from their good places, 
and sent off to the army to fight the Turks. 


FRANCE. 

The announcement that Lord Palmerston had resigned caused a pro- 
found sensation at the Paris Bourse. The first effect produced was a 
rise in the price of public securities, but a reaction afterwards followed. 

The Moniteur contains the following paragraph on the resignation of 
Lord Palmerston :— 

The accounts received to-day from London confirm the resignation ~ 4 
Lord Palmerston of the functions which he occupied in the Englis 
Calinet as Secretary of State forthe Home Department. This resigna- 
tion, as all the organs of public opinion in England are unanimous in de- 
claring,is the consequence of a difference of opinion which arose in the 
Cabinet ona question of Parliamentary reform. Foreign politics are 
totally unconnected with the resolution of the noble Lord, and this inci- 
dent cannot in any respect alter, we feel assured, the understanding so 
fortunately established between the Governments of England and France 
on the great objects which occupy the attention of Europe. Nobody can 
be astonished, however, that our regrets should accompany a statesman 
on his quitting office who so actively contributed to produce that good un- 
derstanding, and whose sentiments the Government of his Majesty the 
Emperor has ever had to applaud. 


It was rumoured in Paris, on Wednesday, that the Russian Ambas- 
sador in Paris was on the point of demanding his passports. When the 
news is officially communicated to him of the combined fleets entering 
the Black Sea, such a step on the partof M. de Kisseleff is not impro- 
bable. It will then be seen if the Emperor Nicholas still regards the 
entry of the fleets as tantamount to a declaration of war. 

Government Securities experienced a considerable decline at the 
Bourse on Wednesday, in consequence of the announcement that the 
English and French fleets had entered the Black Sea. The Three per 
Cents opened at 75f. lic., rose to 75f. 20c., fell subsequently to 74f. 55c., 
and closed at 74f. 60c. for the end of the month. 

The Emperor has granted a sum of 25,000f. from his private purse for 
the establishment of four markets in Paris, where butchers’ meat is to be 
sold by auction and by retail. 


GERMANY. 

The intelligence of the retirement of Lord Palmerston from the En- 
glish Ministry produced great excitement at Vienna and Berlin. The 
first effect of the news was to give somewhat increased buoyancy to the 
Money-market in both cities, as the prospect of a termination of hosti- 
lities in the East was held to be improved. Throughout Germany there 
appears to be great difficulty in believing that the resignation of the 
noble Viscount was unconnected with foreign politics. 

The winter has set in throughout Germany and the North of Europ? 
with unusual severity. 

According to the last census taken in 1852, the total population of 
Prussia ig 16,935,420 souls. Of these, 10,359,994 are Protestants, 
6,332,293 Catholics, 1485 members of the Greek Church, 14,780 Mor- 
monites, and 226,868 Jews. 

Count Valentine Esterhazy has been appointed Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary from Munich to St. Petersburg. 

The Austrian Budget for 1854 shows a deficit of 45,000,000 florins 
under the head of ordinary expenses; while the extraordinary expenses 
create a deficit of 50,000,000 florins. 


ITALY. 

Letters from Rome state that the concentration of the French troops 
at Rome and at Civita Vecchia had taken place, and that the Pontifical 
troops had replaced them at Viterbo, and other towns; a strong Ponti- 
fical garrison, however, remained at Rome. The persons lately arrested 
belonged to the category of functionaries, or the higher classes of society. 
A complete schism had manifested itself among the members of the secret 
societies. A party desired a Constitutional King, another a Republican 
Government, and,both the unity of Italy. The partisans of the first 
daily increased in number. M. Berni, a distinguished painter, was 
among the persons arrested. 

It has already been announced that the son of the Duke de Casigliano, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tuscany, was to marry the eldest 
daughter of Queen Christina by her marriage with the Duke de 
Rianzares. The bride’s fortunes was fixed at 3,000,000f., and Prinse 
Corsini, the bridegroom’s grandfather, aged eighty-five, assured to the 





young Prince all his fortune, amounting to 10,000,000f. or 12,000,000f. 


The Duke de Casigliano and his son lately passed through Marseilles on 
their way to I‘aly. We now hear that the Duke de Casigliano has just 
expired at Florence, and that the young Prince, who was to be married 
to Queen Christina’s daughter, has been carried off by typhus fever. 

The opening of the Legislative Assembly of Piedmont took place on 
the 19th. The King was received with greatenthusiasm. The Ministry 
of Count Cavour have, by the recent elections, gained a large majority 
of votes in the Lower House, 


SPAIN. 

Accounts from Madrid to the 15th inst. state that a Ministerial crisis 
was impending. 

The Government had concluded a contract with the Bank of San Fer- 
nando for the payment of the dividend due on the 7th of January next, 
both in Spain and abroad. 

Bread was still very dear, which fact, however, did not interfere with 
the public amusements of Madrid. On Sunday there were no less than 
14 representations in the different theatres of the capital, and three 
balls—all of which were crowded. 

The Government will celebrate the happy delivery of the Queen with 
an amnesty, which will comprise all those who are in prison or in exile 
for political causes. 

A duel took place a few days ago, at 4 pm., near the Prado, Madrid, 
between the Duke of Alba and Mr. Soulé, jun., son of the United States 
Envoy at the Court of Spain. The seconds of the Duke were General 
J. de la Concha and the Count of Punonrostro; and those of Mr. Soulé 
were Colonel Milans del Bosch and Mr. Perry, Secretary to the American 
Legation. The parties fought with swords, but fortunately without 
either being wounded ; and it ended in the seconds drawing up a minute 
of the proceedings as having been conducted in a manner satisfactory to 
the honour and reputation of both parties. It was also agreed that the 
letters which have passed between them should be mutually withdrawn. 


AMERICA. 

The Canada steamer has brought the President’s Message, which was 
delivered on the 6thinst. The Message commences with thanksgiving 
for the general prosperity of the country, and states that the diplomatic 
relations with foreign Powers are essentially unchanged since last Con- 
gress. Negotiations are pending with England respecting the fishery 
question, with a fair prospect of a favourable settlement for American 
fishermen. Embarrassing questions have arisen with England re- 
specting Central America. England proposes an amicable arrange- 
ment, and the American Minister in London is now negotiating. It 
recommends that a boundary line between the United States and the 
British provinces in the north-west should be traced and marked. The 
Message then reports that some progress has been made in negotiating 
a treaty of commeree and navigation with France; announces that 
since last Congress no attempts have been made by unauthorised ex- 
peditions within the United States against the Spanish colonies; and 
promises that, should any movement be made, all the means at the 
President’s command shall be vigorously exercised to repress them. 
Respecting Kossta, the President has arrived at the conclusion that he 
was seized at Smyrna illegally; that he was wrongfully detained in 
an Austrian ship; that at the time of seizure he was clothed with Ame- 
rican nationality ; that the acts of the American officers, under the 
circumstances, were justifiable and fully approved, and compliance with 
the demands of Austria is refused. The Treasury surplus for the fiscal 
year is 32,000,000 dollars, with which 13,000,000 dollars of the public 
debt has been paid, leaving the present debt 56,000,000 dollars. It re- 
commends further progress in extinguishing the debt with the surplus; 
recommends a reduction of the tariff as the second best means of pre- 
venting asurplus; reports the navy to be inefficient, and recommends 
improvement; recommends an increase in the army, especially on the 
frontiers ; reports the Post-office revenue deficient 2,000,000 dollars; 
favours aiding the construction of the Pacific Railway by all constitu- 
tional means ; and concludes by briefly alluding to the death of Vice- 
President King. 

The cholera was committing great ravages at New Orleans—214 died 
in one day. 

The accounts from Canada give further confirmation of the remarkable 
progress of that province. A return of the revenue receipts from the 
1st of February to the commencement of the present month shows a 
total derived from customs, public works, &c., of £1,009,197, against 
£742,933 in the corresponding period of last year, which was ia itself 
one of great prosperity. 


THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 

The latest advices from the gold mines confirm the intelligence of the 
extraordinary richness of some of the Ballarat mines. Ballarat, indeed, 
stands out in bold relief from the other gold-fields, as being pre- 
eminently the best and most enduring. The first discovered, it is the 
most lasting. It haa gradually improved, and the yield for August was 
greater than during any month since December. A letter, dated Bal- 
larat, August 26th, says :— 

A hole is sunk not far from my tent 90 feet through the slate, and the 
parties have come upon gold in very great abundance. They took out of 
the hole last Tuesday 102 lb. weight. They are now paying two men loz. 
of = each per night to watch the hole, so it must be rich to enable them 
to do that. I was at the place myself this evening, and have every reason 
to believe the accounts (which are really astounding) are all true. The 
— were three months in sinking the hole which has turned out so 

‘ortun ate. 

Another letter, dated Ballarat, September 5th, says :— 

The quantity of gold found is perfectly incredible. This week's escort 
is 15,227 oz. Besides this, there are 9000 oz. on deposit, which will be left 
behind. I saw eleven men (Garratt’s party) start for Geelong on Satur- 
day with two carts, taking with them 1023 lb. weight of gold, obtained in 
seven weeks. I spoke to Garratt, and requested him to call upon you. 

A gold-digger, named John Long, of Geelong, working in Prince 
Regent’s Gully, Ballarat, deposeth as follows :— 

I do declare to ba own knowledge that I saw 100lbs. weight of gold 
taken from a ten-gallon keg, half filled with stu‘f, taken from one claim 
in Prince Regent’s Gully. saw the gold weighed, and the weight was 
100lbs. avoirdupoise. The digger to whom it belongs I also know; his 
name is Wilson, and he was lately servant to Mr. Harrison, formerly 
landlord of the Shearers’ Arms, New Town. I do notcare who believes 
it. Isaw it, and handled it, and God bless the diggers! 


The announcements about the recent gold yields at Ballarat caused 
quite s sensation in Melbourne, and many parties of diggers started 
from the city and Collingwood, resolved to try the golden lottery. A very 
fine 35 oz. specimen of solid gold was exhibited at Mr. Clarke’s, Water- 
mans’ Arms Hote!, Melbourne. It was half of a 70 oz. nugget dug up 
at Ballarat by a party of six, and in their division of their earnings the 
mass of precious metal was actually chopped in two with an axe. 


Sovutn STaFFORDSHIRE ELection.—It has been rumoured that 
a misunderstanding had arisen between the Liberals and Lord Pazet, 
who has been selected to contest the southern division, and which re- 
sulted in his Lordship declining to stand the contest. All doubt, how- 
ever, upon the subject has been removed. A meeting was held on Satur- 
day evening week, at Wolverhampton, of the friends ot Lord Paget, at 
which it was officially announced that his Lordship would allow himself 
to be put in nominetion, end contest the election. His friends are, there- 
fore, exceedingly active. 


Sir E. Butwer Lytron.—It has now been definitively ar- 
ranged that the President of the Associated Societies of the University 
of -dinburgh will deliver his inaugural addre:s on Wednesday, the 18th 
of January. ‘he address is to be delivered in Queen-street Hall, and it 
is understood that the Lord Advocate has consented to introduce the 
distinguished Baronet to the societies. 


CHELTENHAM GRAMMAR ScHoot.—On Wednesday week the 
inhabitants of Cheltenham presented an address to the Head Master (Dr. 
Edw. R. Humphreys) of the Grammar School in that town, thanking 
him for the admirable manner in which he had conducted the affairs of 
the school. At the same time the scholars presented their master with a 
very handsome time-piece, bearing a suitable inscription. One little fact 
will show the value of this establishment :—When Dr. Humphreys first 
opened the school (under the act of 3 and 4 Vic., cap.97), early in 1852, 
there were 30 scholars; at the end of the second half-year there were 
180, and at the present time there are 300! 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY.—On Tuesday morning a conference 
was held ai Dee’s Hotel, Birmingham, to consider the measures it might 
be most advisable to adopt with the view of promoting theestablishment 
of reformatories for youn: criminals throughout the country. The meet- 
ing was attended by a great number of noblemen, clergymen, and gen- 
tlemen who take an interest in the social and moral improvement of the 
poorer classes. The present conference was a renewal of a similar 
meeting held here on the 10th of December, 1851, on the subject of 
legislative amendments in the national treatment cf morally-destitute 
and criminal children, Sir J. Pakington was voted to the chair. The 
po ng proposed were adopted. A second meeting was held in the 
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GRAND FUNEREAL SERVICE FOR THE QUEEN OF PORTUGAL, IN THE CHAPEL OF THE BAVARIAN EMBASSY, WARWICK-STREET, 
GOLDEN-SQUARE. 


THE LATE QUEEN OF PORTUGAL. 


On the morning of Thursday week, the 15th instant,a grand funereal 
service took place, at the Chapel of the Bavarian Embassy, in Warwick- 
atreet, for the repose of the soul of her late lamented Majesty, Donna 
Maria, Queen of Portugal. 

The interior of the chapel was darkened, and hung with black cloth, 
upon which were emblazoned escutcheons of the Royal arms of Portugal. 


In the centre of the chapel was a catafalque representing the coffin of 
the illustrious deceased, covered with a crimson-velvet pall. The crown 
and sceptre were placed at the head of the coffin, and over it was sus- 
pended a smuli Portuguse national flag. The upper portion of the 
catafalque was composed of black crape, festooned, extending from the 
ceiling almost to the floor of the chapel. 

The ordinary service for the dead was commenced, at eleven o’clock, 
by the officiating priests attached te the chapel. At twelve o'clock, 
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“THE DUNBAR” NEW EAST INDIAMAN, 


the distinguished personages invited to attend the solemn ceremonial 
began to arrive. Among the earliest were their Royal Highnesses the 
Duke and Duchess de Nemours, her Imperial Highness the Princess de 
Salerno, and his Royal Highness the Duke d’Aumale. His Excellency 
Count Lavradio, Portuguese Minister at the Court of St. James's 
—attended by the First Secretary of Legation, M. Pinto de So- 
veral—received the illustrious party at the entrance of the chapel, 
and conducted them to a reserved pew in the gallery overlooking 
the altar. The members of the corps diplomatique had been invited 
by Count Lavradio, and they were present almost without an 
exception, attended by the secretaries and attachés of the various 
Legations, and attired in their full Merwe | costumes. The Countess 
Lavradio, wife of the Portuguese Ministe®, Madame Van de Weyer, 
Madame Tricoupi, Madame Musurus, Madame Pinto de Soveral. and 
many other ladies of distinction, pied seats in the gallery; and the 
chapel was crowded with all the respectable Portuguese and Brazilian 
residents in London. Admiral Sir Charles Napier walked into the 
chapel just as the service commenced, and, with another Englishman 
whose sword did good service to Portugal a quarter of a century ago— 
General Sir Henry Pynn—remained interested spectators until the 
ceremony terminated. 

His Excellency Count Lavradio having taken his seat as chief 
mourner at the head of the catafalque, attended by M. Pinto de Soveral 
and M. Mendoza, the service was proceeded with. The Most Rev. Dr. 
Morris, the Reman Catholic Archbishop of Troy, and formerly chaplain 
to the Portuguese Legation, officiated, and was assisted by Dr. Hason, 
Dr. Tavares, and the geen of the French chapel. The musical service 
was very imposing. The ceremonial lasted over two hours. At its con- 

lusion, the bers of the ex-Royal family of France were conducted 
to their carriages by his Excellency the Portuguese Minister. Alms were 
distributed to the poor after the service. 








Tae Wine Duties’ Question.—Since the return of Mr. 
Oliveira, M.P., from Bordeaux, he has been engaged at Paris in seeing 
persons of influence and consideration, who can give him information 
and assistance. M. Drouyn de Lhuys, the Minister of verse Affairs, 
pa Mr. Oliveira a reception, when his Excellency assured him of the 

esire rook | the French Government to adopt and extend the principles 
of a reduced tariff, as shown by the commencement made with iro d 
coal, and which it was the sincere wish of the Government to 
other articles. Mr. Oliveira has also had an interview with 


Oliveira had the opportunity of discussing the question in its fiscal rela- 
tions with the very able Inspector-General of Customs, M. Gréterin ; and 
he a'so had a reception by the M nister of Commerce. Mr. Oliveira was 
presented to their Imperial Majesties, at the Tuileries, by Lord Cowley.— 
Galignani. 

A Sens!s_eE Piece or Prorerty.—“ Twenty Dollars Reward. 
—Ran away from the subscriber, on the 28th day of July, my negro boy 
* Bob.’ He is five feet eight or nine inches high, wili weigh one hundred 
and fifty pounds, is very neatly made, his colour black, head small, fore- 
head tolerably high, chin short, eyes a little full, speaks tolerably quick, 
and is apt to elevate his voice when scared: he is very sensible, and 
handles tools with considerable slight. He may attempt to make his 
escape to the free States, but I think it is probable that he is either in 
Memphis or about Covington, Tipton County, Tenn. I will give the 
above reward for his apprehension and confinement in jail, so I can get 
him. Holly Springs.—G. W. Reynolds.”—American Paper. 

A decree in the Moniteur authorises the admission into France, 
duty free, of China crape shawls, when introduced for the purpose of 
being embroidered, and exported within a period of six months, 
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THE “DUNBAR” EAST INDIAMAN. 


Tuk Dunbar, which is the property of Duncan Dunbar, Esq., of London, 
is the largest ship, by nearly 300 tons, that has ever been built at Sun- 
derland, where she was launched on the 30th ult. She was constructed 
at the building-yard of Mr. James Laing, by whom a large portion of 
Mr. Dunbar’s splendid fieet, amounting now to nearly 35,000 tons, has 
been built. A few years agothe building of a ship of near 2000 tons 
burthern on the Wear would have been considered a dream; and that 
the feat has now been accomplished is a proof of the mastery which 
science, capital, and perseverance, have obtained over natural obstacles 
in these go-ahead days of Free-trade and stimulating competition. 

The dimensions of the Dunbar are—length of keel for measurement, 
201 ft. 9 in.; extreme breadth, 35 ft.; depth of hold, 22 ft. 7 in.; height 
between decks, 7 ft. 3 in. She is of 1980 tons burthen, her register tun- 
nage being 1321. Her timbers are ef British oak, and she is planked 
and decked with East India teak. She is built for strength, stowage, 
and durability, yet withal is a graceful model. She is extra copper- 
fastened throughout, and her iron knees and other fastenings are of 
enormous strength. The masts of the Dunbar arein keeping with the rest 
of the ponderous structure. They are built of teak, The mainmast weighs 
nine tons, the foremast eight tons, and the mizen in proportion. The 
poop is eighty-two feet in length, and seven feet in height; it is taste- 
fully paneled in front. and ornamented with a row of pillars of polished 
teak; and it will be fitted up with all the elegances of modern uphol- 
stery for the enjoyment of first-class pas-engers. Great attention has 
been paid to ventilation in all parts of the vessel. The between-decka 
has the appearance of a large hall, each berth being separately lighted. 

The Dunbar has been carefully inspected by many of the first shipping 
authorities, who have unanimously declared her to be the finest mer- 
chant ship afloat; and in strength, quality of material, and workman- 
ship, will bear comparison with the best productions of the dockyards of 
this or of any ether country in the world. 
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CAPTAIN LUDLOW. 
An obliging Correspondent, who 


has favoured us with the accom- 
panying Portrait of the gallant 
Captain Ludlow, of the Monmouth 
whaler, who, at great difficulty 
and danger, rescued the crew and 
passengers of the Meridian from 
the Isle of Amsterdam. Our Cor- 
respondent wr:tes :— 

On the 27th Sept., the American 
whaling barque, the Monmouth. en- 
t:red this port, having on board 84 
passengers, besides the officers and 
crew, of the Meridian, of London, 
which had been wrecked on the soli- 
tary island of Amsterdam in the 
previous month. Their arrival ex- 
cited universal sympathy here, and 
just and generous admiration of the 
conduct of Captain Ludlow, a na- 
tive of Long Island, a man who 
has been thirty years at sea, and, it 
is said, expected to settle on shore 
at the termination of his present 
voyage. One of the passengers, Mr. 
Newbold, made some very interest- 
ing sketches of scenes connected 
with the wreck, which have been 
lithographed here. One of these illus- 
trations I therefore forward—a pho- 
tograph of the Captain, which I 
have taken here: the likeness is 
considered by the passengers to be 
good. 

In an admirably written and 
touching narrative of the wreck 
which appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle on the 2nd inst., it is 


services :— 

It must be borne in mind that 
every man of the Monmouth's crew 
incurred a considerable pecuniary 
Joss by his participa'ion in Captain 
Ludlow’s views.. In a whale ship, 
no onereceives any wages, but every 
one takes a certain share in the pro- 
fits of the voyage, according to his 
rating in the ship. They had been 
out two yeare, and had not been 
very successful, the Monmouth being 
only half full of oil. They had come 
upon fishing ground where in a few 
days they might have filled the ship, 
for I myself saw several whales 
sporting about close to the shore 
near the cabbage-garden, and one 
monstrous fellow shoved his black 
back above the water within an 
eigth ot a mile from the boat which 
carr ed me tothe ship. But nota mur- 
mer was heard from the lips of the 
gallant Monmouths at the loss of 
their whaling season, and with it a 
N\\ Ss Wee sacrifice of their means of living. 

We * * * * * 
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You may be sure that the be- 

haviour of Captain Ludlow has not 











passed unnoticed. The Colonial 

















Secretary has addressed to him a 

















letter, couched in be handsome 








terms, stating the confident expec- 
tation of the Governor that he will 
be authorised by her Majesty’s Go- 


MDLLE, GEORGES, OF THE THEATRE FRANOAIS, AS ‘‘ CLEOPATRE,” IN THE PLAY OF “ RODOGUNE.”  yernment not onlyto indemnify him 


(SEE NEXT PAGE.) 


for the loss which he incurred by 


writes from Port Louis, Mauritius, | 


justly observed of Captain Ludlow’s | 


| quitting his whaling station, but also to pre::nt him with a testimonial 
| * which may endure, to record exertions of which it could not pretend to 
| be arecompense.” To-day (Oct. 14), the Chamber of Commerce have Fe. 
sented him with a service of plate, value £1:0, and the passengers of the 

Meridian, out of their slender resources, ha. subscribed upwards of £20, 

to purchase something which may be hande: down as an heir-loom to his 
| children’s children, and which may serve to perpetuate the gratitude 

which we shall ever feel towards the man w!io saved 105 human beings 

fromm a dreadful death. We held our meeting on the 3rd inst.,and passed 
| a series of resolutions pp of our obi ations to him, and to the 

second and third mates of the Meridian, and ‘ harles Snow, as also to the 
| Government and inhabitants of the Mauritius, for the sympathy shown 
towards us in our distress, and the promptitude with which they came 
forward to relieve it. 

The passengers’ testimonial of gratitudeto Captain Ludlow, towards 
which £27 has been subscribed, is to assume the form of a watch, with 
a suitable inscription, and is to be purchased, in London (there being no 
watch which can be bought here which is wor'h half the money), through 
oe oo of Blyth Brothers, and forwarded through Baring Brothers to 

ew York. 





CAPTAIN LUDLOW, COMMANDER OF THE AMERICAN WHALING 
BARQUE, “‘ MONMOUTH.” 


Captain Ludlow has been greatly fé:ed since his arrival, but receives 
all the attentions which are paid to him witi his characteristic modesty. 
By the way, I must mention that, at his request, the £120 subscribed by 
the Chamber of Commerce for a service of plate has been handed over to 
him in money, the captain thinking that such a display of plate would be 
inconsistent with the frugal style of living to which he is accustomed. He 
purposes, therefore, to invest the money for the bénefit of his children. gj 








THE TURKEY. 


Tue Turkey is an interesting bird at all times, but at Christmas it 
assumes a higher degree of importance, as the bird par excellence ;— that 
is to figure upon hundreds of thousands of dinner-tables. 

Few, in fact (we of course except the members of the scientific world), 
know anything relative to the Turkey, save that it is one of our farm- 
yard poultry, and was 80, as far as they know, from time immemorial 
They place it in the same category with the ordinary fowl, the pea-fowl, 
and the guinea-fowl; taking it for granted that the Turkey and the 
others mentioned are all indigenous—or, if introduced from “ foreign 
parts,” all introduced at or about the same period. We might easily 
prove the fallacy of this supposition, as it respects the three last-named 
birds; but, at present, it is the Turkey only that cuncerns us. Now, 
by way of adding zest to the Turkey, as, well served up, it graces 
the table, we purpose to run over 
its history. If our reader is antici- 
pating a feast at “the goodman’s 
board,” where, “in its pride of 
place,” the noble Turkey will add 
dignity to the entertainment, a 
little scientific knowledge con- 
nected with this subject of gas- 
tronomic pleasure may, perhaps, 
increase his relish, and lead him to 
“bless his stars” that he was not 
born in the days of Henry VII.; 
for it was after the year 1509 that 
the Turkey was introduced into 
England. Indeed, John Walcott 
(a writer on British birds, 1789) 
affirms that it was firet brought 
into our island about the year 1521; 
but it could not then have been 
common. He rightly states it to be 
a native of America. 

It remains a doubt whether we 
derive the Turkey through the in- 
termedium of Spain or directly from 
North America. We incline to 
Spain, for the foliowing reasons :— 

1. If we had receive: the bird di- 

rectly from America, it would never 

have had the name of Turkey, or 
Turkey-bird. There is no connec- 

tion between this name and its 
original country—but to this we 

shall again advert 2. Belon, an 
eminent French seholar und Physi- ” 
cian (born 1517, died 1564), errone- 
ously termed it Meleagris, in allusion 
to one of Ovid’s fables, supposing it 
to be the bird into which the sisters 
of Meleager were transformed—viz., 
the Pintado. Surely he could not 
have known that it came from 
America. In the application of this 
term he was, unfortunately, followed 
by Linneus, who knew its native 
country, and it is now retained, 
although it is the specific title of the 
Pintado. 3. In most Continental 
languages it is termed Indian Fowl 
—as Gallo d’India, Coq d’Inde, In- 
danische Hahn, &c, Now, by India 
is not meant Zastern India, which 
has received the Turkey from Eng- 
land, but Western India, as the dis- 
coverers of America always deemed 
the portions of America to be, which 
after (to them) a mysterious voyage, 
greeted their astonished eyes, 

We have not yet erased the term 
“ West Indies” from our geogra- 
phical vocabulary. Hence the Span- 
jards and Portuguese would natu- 


ees 


rally call so noble and striking a bird—which there cannot be a doubt 
was a domestic tenant of the Mexican aviary—by the appellation of 
** Indian.” Under this name it was transperted into Spain. Oviedo, 
who embarked for the West Indiesin 1514, and resided as Governor of 
the fort of Hayti, then called Hispaniola, published, among other works, 
one entitl d “* Tradadode la Natural Historia de las Indias” (Toledo, 
1526); in which he describes the Turkey as a kind of peacock, abounding 
in New Spain, whence numbers had been transported into the Islands 
and the Spanish Main, and were domesticated in the houses of the 
Christian inhabitants. 

Our relations with Spain, at the commencement of the reign of 
Henry VIII, were very intimate. At this period we had a com- 
pany of merchants trading throughout the Mediterranean, north and 
south, from the Strait of Gibraltar to Aleppo, and to Smyrna 
on the eastern coast of Asia Minor, and thence through the Sea 
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THE WILD TURKEY. 


of Mermora to Constantinople. Now, the ships of these Turkey 
merchants touched at various Spanish ports on their return to Eng- 
land, and there conducted business. On their return home they 
brought from Spain, by design or accident, numbers of these striking 
birds, which, like the Cochin-China fowls of the present day (accidental 
arrivals, we know not truly whence). became first fancy fowls, were 
then dispersed, and that in purity, from their interbreeding with no 
other domestic gallinaceous bird. Their celebrity for the table as some- 
thing recherché would accompany them ; but then they came to England 
in Turkey merchants’ vessels. What is their name? Who troubled 
themselves about Spanish? Of course they were ‘Yurkey fowls, or 
Turkeys. Now, at this time, the ports of Norfolk were of an 
importance, which, from changes along the coast, we can scarcely 
now appreciate. Liverpool was a rude village, and the navigation 
of the Thames a work of tediousness and difficulty. It was then, as 
we suspect, to the county of Norfolk 
that the Turkey was first intro- 
duced; and, having epread there, in 
a congenial locality, and been gra- 
ciously adopted, it reflected a sort of 
= credit upon Norfolk, to the advan- 
= tage of the Norfolk farmer, even to 
== the, present day. We do not mean 
= to say that in subsequent times 
Turkeys from America have not 
been imported; quite the contrary; 
we are discussing the original impor- 
tation of the bird into our island. 
There is an old couple* quoted by 
that eminent zoologist, Mr. Yarrell, 
which runs as follows :— 


Turkeys, carps, hops, pickerell, and 
Came into England all in one year. 


By beer we presume is meant beer 
made with hops; for beer is an old 
national beverage, from the days of 
the Celts downwards. However, we 
shall quote Mr. Yarrell’s comment, 
proving how full of error an old 
saying may be :— 

Pike, or pickere!l, were the sub. 
jects of legal reguiat‘ons in the time 
of Edward I. (ied 13:7). Carp are 
mentioned in the “ Boke of St. Al- 
bans,” printed in 1496. Turkeys and 
hopa were unknown till 1524, pre- 
vious to which, wormwood and other 
bitter plants were used to preserve 
beer; and the Parliament, in 152° 
petitione1 against hops, as a wick d 
weed. Beer was licensed for expo - 
tation by Henry VIUI. in 1492; and 
an excise on beer existed as early as 
1284 (also in the reign of Edward I) 

It has been suggested that the 
name Turkey was given tothia bird 
in the same way as we apply the 
term Goth to men of rude and bar- 
barous habits—inasmuch as it was 
a strange foreigner, and very iras- 
cible; or, perhaps, because of the 
beard (pectoral tuft of the male) ; 
or, perhaps, because popular opin- 
ion attributed its introduction into 
Europe to the Turks—Turkey then 
being a formidable and dreaded 
power, whose ships ravaged the 
coasts of Italy and Spain, and 
whose armies laid waste the vast 
territories of Hungary, and the ad- 
jacent parts of Germany. Suleiman 
the Great reigned from 1520 to 
1566. We adhere to our own theory. 

About the year 1524, then, as it 
would appear, the Turkey was in- 
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troduced into our island, and, as we believe, through the intermedium of 
Spain, either directly, or by the agency of our merchant vessels trading 
in the Mediterranean. It is evident that the bird soon began to mul- 
tiply, a fact which (its fame having probably preceded it) evinces the 
attention peid to it, since, from the extreme tenderness of the young, the 
successful rearing of broods is by no meanseasy. In 1541 we find the 
Turkey enumerated among the luxuries of the table. Archbishop Cran- 
mer (Leland’s “ Collectanea”) ordered that at festivals there should be 
no more than one dish of cranes, swans, and Turkey cocks. In 1555, two 
Turkeys and two Turkey-poults were served up at the inauguration 
cinner of the serjeants-at law, in London ; they cost four shillings each, 
while the swans were rated at ten chillings, and the capons at half-a- 
crown.—(Sce Dugdale,“ Orig. Jud.”) In 1578, Tusser in his “ Five Hun- 
dred points of Good Husbandry,” mentions these birds as forming part 
of the Christmas fare of the farmer. We nowexpress a hope that it may 
grace many a goodman’s board at the close of the year 1853, and the 
dawn of 1854. 

No domestic fowl, when grown up, is hardier than the Turkey—a 
singular fact, when we consider the delicacy of the chicks, which are 
almost certain to die if drenched by a shower of rain, and which, from 
their propensity to wander abroad, are liable to accidents. Now this 
delicacy of the chicks is not the result of domestication, or of trans- 
plantetion into a foreign land; the same observation applies to the 
wild Turkey, in its indigenous regions : hence it is that in rainy seasons 
the broods become greatly thinned, for the young, if once completely 
wetted, seldom rec. ver; their vital energy sinks uader the abstraction 
of caloric during evaporation. This observation leads us from the 
domestic Turkey in Europe to the wild Turkey in America; but here, 
we must be very brief, referring for faller details to the works of 
Auduben, and to C. L. Boneparte (Prince of Musignano and Canino), 
on “ American Ornithology ” (See Constable’s * Miscellaneous American 
Ornithology,” Volume lV. Edinburgh, 1831). ‘ 

The Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo, Linn.) is a native of North 
America—from Canada to Mexico; south of which it is not to be found. 
Everywhere, however—like the Red Indian—it has receded before the 
footsteps of the European colonist; and is very rare in Georgia, Florida, 
and the Carolinas ; and more so in Virginia and Pennsylvania. It still 
maintains its ground, however, in the wooded parts of the Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Alabama, and the unsettled portions of the states 
of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. The vast expanse of territory 
north-west of these states, on the Mississippi and Missouri, as far as the 
forests extend, is also abundantly supplied with this valuable game; 
but we have reason to believe that its range does nos extend beyond the 
frontier base of the Rocky Mountains. 

The Wild Turkey is polygamous: each male, after a hundred fights, 
leads, during February, March, and part of April, a seraglio in his train ; 
and these distinguished ladies of the harem roost at night near their 
sultan—some on the same tree. But this unitedness lasts only for a short 
time ; for, as soon as the females begin to lay, they gradually leave the 
compery of their lord; and, indeed, sedulously avoid him, except for a 
few hours during the day; their actions being guided by instinctive 
prudence. It is about themiddle of April that they prepare for incubation, 
arranging their simple nests in some concealed spot, among logs of wood, 
amidst dense brushwood or intertangled herbage, in order that they may 
escape not only the eye of the crow,and of other marauders, but that of 
their tyrannical lord, who, if he were to discover the eggs, would, from 
jealousy, break them all. It not unfrequently happens that two, 
three, or even more hens associate together, form a common nest, 
probably for the sake of mutual aid and assistance, aud rear their broods 
together. In such cases the nest is neverleftunguarded. Mr. Audubon 
states that he once found three hens sitting on forty-two eggs. The fe- 
male sits close ; and a person may pass near the spot, if he walk care- 
lessly along, so as not to excite suspicion, without causing the female to 
quit the nest, butif he make his approach stealthily, as if searching for 
some object, she will steal away from it, and, having glided through the 
brushwood to some distance, will boldly show herself, uttering at inter- 
vals a clucking note,in hopes, probably, of drawing away the intruder, 
and bafiling his research. 

The males being deserted during the secluded incubation of the fe- 
males, lay aside mutual hostilities, cease their threats of defiance, and 
meet in peace. At this juncture they are out of condition, and require 
time to recover their strength and energy. 

When the young are hatched, great is the anxiety of the female, and 
great is other vigilance: the crow, the hawk, the owl, the p 


Bullock’s Museum, and was allowed, at the sale of that rich collection, 
to pass from Lundon to Paris. Noble specimens are, however, now in 
the British Museum. It is a native of the countries bordering the Bay 
of Honduras, and is doubtless limited in its range of 6 Lx 

w. Cc. L. M. 


MADEMOISELLE GEORGES, OF THE THEATRE 
FRANCAIS. 


CoRNEILLE’s tragedy of “‘ Rodogune” was, for the first time for the space 
of twenty-five years, reproduced at the Theatre Fran¢ais, a few days since, 
having been selected by Mademoiselle Georges, the celebrated tragic 
actress, for her farewell performance and benefit, This remarkable 
event was thus noticed in our Paris corresponience of list week :— 
** Mademoiselle Georges—the beautiful, the gifted, the beloved, the ad- 
mired, the celebraied—who fifty years ago made her début at the (héatre 
Francais—who turned all heads and all hearts, from Napoleon’s to 
those of the poorest ouvrier who could scrape together a sufficient sum 
to obtain the worst place in the thestre—Mdlle. Georges, after a retreat 
of a quarter of a century, once more makes her final appearance on the 
same stage that formerly witnessed her triumphs, in “ Rodogune,” which, 
we believe, has not been played since represented by her.” Mdlle. 
Georges’ pcrformance of Cléopdtre is one of the topics glanced at by vur 
Paris Correspondent this week. Her performance is also eulogistically 
noticed by the French theatrical critics. 

The celebrated jeuilletonist and dramatic critic, Jules Janin, says :— 
“ Mademoiselle Georzes, the tragedicnne epique, attempted a great un- 
dertaking in giving ue Lodogune. By her tine personal presence, her 
eloquent locks ana gestures, by that truly royal mode of wearing the 
purple ond crown, she recalled many interesting souvenirs to the play- 
gcer. Her performance attracted to the Théatre Francais an enormous 
crowd—itelf an imposing and curious element of the spectacle. ae 
present generation had heard confused accounts of this chef d’@uvre of 
Corneille, and wished to see it in this last moment of its majesty, beauty, 
and grandeur.” 

Another Parisian theatrical critic says of Mdlle. Georges:—“‘ We are 
now able to divine the fascinations and the success of her past theatrical 
career. She has suved from the ravages of time the grand outline of 
her noble head—eyes made to sparkle through the mask of Melpomene 
—shoulders oi unchangeable marble—a neck of sculptural energy—and 
hands exquisite for their delicacy and grace. She played the character 
of Cléopdtre according :o the triumphant and magnificent manner 
ofthe anci nt+chool of tragedy—royally, grandiy, solemnly, majestically, 
andtlowly. Her voice is enfeebled, but it is still very expressive. She 
had to sustain dering five acts, by turns frightful hypocrisies, the fury 
ot a lioness, and inexpreesible disdain ; but, even in h:r imprecations, her 
anger, and in the depths of Ler rage and agony, she preserved the 
mien, the step, and the sovereign majesty of the Queen who, whether 
she wishes to kill her rival, or herself calls upon death, folds herself in 
the purple of royalty. Tne success of Mdlle. Georges was immense. 
She was overwhelmed with flowers, applause, and enthusiasm. It was 
a sad evening nevertheless. One of the great voices of tragedy was 
heard for the last time; a great genius entered into eternal s.lence ; 
the shade of a great beauty appeared for the lust time in an age, the 
old men of which she had dazzled in their youth by the splendour of 
her genius and beauty.” 











CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. 
Sunpay, December 25.—Christmas Day. Nativity of our Saviour. 
MonDAY, 26.—St. Stephen. John Wilkes died, 1797. 
TUESDAY, 27.—St. John the Evangelist. 
WEDNESDAY, 28.—Innocents. Malthus died, 1834. 
THURSDAY, 29.—Lord Stafford beheaded, 1689. 
FRIDAY, 50.—Royal Society established, 1660. 
SATURDAY, 31.—St. Silvester. 





HIGH WATER AT LONDON-BRIDGE, 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 31. 
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snake, and other enemies, are, as she well knows, ever on the alert; 
moreover, they are apt to wander away, and thus tax her patience. 
For the first day or two her cautious excursion does not extend far 
beyond the precincts of the nest; to which, as evening approaches, she 
retires with her brood to rest. Subsequently, she wanders toa greater 
distance, leading her brood over dry and undulating grounds, in search 
of ants and their larve, grasshoppers, and other insects, wild straw- 
berries, and other fruits. When about a fortnight old, the young birds 
begin to use their wings: hitherto, sheltered by the female, they have 
roosted on the ground; but now they mount with her into trees—first 
to some low er easily accessible branch—soon to higher branches; and 
there, crowding close under her plumage, feel instinctive reliance on her 
maternal solicitude. At this period they begin to wander more freely; 
visiting glades and open lands bordering the woods, where they spend 
much time in dusting their young feathers, and divesting them of loose 
scales and parasitic vermin: deserted ant-nests are favourite dusting 








REVISED SCALE FOR INSERTION OF ADVERTISEMENTS 
IN THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS. 

In consequence of the increased and increasing sale of this 
Journal, the Scale will be One Shilling per Line on and after 
January Ist, 1854. 
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laces. 

’ By the month of August the young birds have acquired considerable 
growth, and use their legs and wings with great readiness and vigour, 
s0 that, by rising quickly from the ground into the trees, they are able 
to escape the sudden attack of foxes,and other beasts of prey. Still 
they avoid the old males,"by whom they are always assuulted, with 
vindictive fury, more especially as the young cocks now begin to show 
their distinctive characteristics, and even to utter an imperfect gobble, 
while the young hens pur and leap. Several broods now flock together, 
and prepare for asort of partial and irregular migratory movement 
which takes place in October. On the recurrence of spring a dissolution 
of this general union takes place: the young cocks gobble and strut, and 
strike their wings with a whirring jar on the ground; a scene of gladia- 
torial strife ensues; the victors carry off in triumph the fair prizes of 
battle; and, like their sires, establish their respective harems. 

We have alluded to a sort of migration which takes place in October. 
This movement, instinct-directed, is according to a great law, which 
enforces a change of locality in so many of the feathered tribes, con- 
ducing at once to lead them to territories where plenty reigns and 
climate is congenial. It is thus described by Audubon :-— 


About the beginning of October, when scarcely any of the seeds and 
fruits have fallen from the trees, these biids assemble in flocks, and 
gradually move towards the rich bottom lands of the Ohio and Mississippi. 
The old males, or, as they are more commonly called, the ** gobblers,” 
associate in parties of from ten to a hundred, and search for food apart 
from the females ; while the latter are seen either advancing singly, each 
with its brood of young, then about two-thirds grown, or in union with 
other families, forming parties often amounting te seventy or eighty indi- 
viduals, all intent on shunning the old cocks. Old and young, however, 
move on in the same course, unless their progress be interrupted 
by ariver, or the hunter’s dog force them to take wing. 

When they come upon a river, it requires a day or two for gobbling 
consultation, and for the screwing up of their courage, before making 
the perilous attempt. At length all mount to the tops of the highest 
trees adjacent, and at the signal cluck of a leader, take flight for the 
opposite shore. If the river be a mile in breadth, the older birds easily 
pass over, but some of the young and less robust frequently fail on the 
wing, and drop into the water; not to be drowned, however, for, pressing 
their wings close to the body, and epreading out the tail as a support, 
they stretch forward the neck, strike vigorously with the legs, and thus 
gain the landing-place. After their transaquatic expedition, the flock 
seems fer some time as if bewildered, and while rambling about without 
caution, numbers fall a prey to natural enemies, and to the hunter. 

Order being restored, the flock now breaks up into smaller companies, 
each composed of birds of all ages and both sexes, and devour greedily 
the falling mast; sometimes, attracted by food, they enter within the 
precincts of the settler’s farm, and even associate with the poultry. 
Thus roaming about, they pass the autumn and the winter, till the mid- 
dle of February, when the females separate fromthe males, but by 
whom they are perseveringly followed; then commences the battle— 
then triumphs the victor—and then the female acknowledges him as a 
champion worthy of her favour. 

The above is a mere graphic sketch. We have forborne to enter into 
many details, and this the ratiier because all are acquainted with our 
domestic Turkey, which, in its peculiarities, displays far more of that 
instinct derived from its pre-progenitors, than do many of the reclaimed 
animals which we hold under our despotic rule. 

We must not close without observing that there is another species of 
Turkey in America, the Honduras Turkey ‘ Meleagris ocellata), of smaller 
size than the common Turkey, but of most effulgent beauty. The first 


specimen of this bird which appeazed in this country was exhibited in 
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THERE seems to be mischief brewing in Spain. It might be 
unjust to assert that the Spaniards are unfit for constitutiona 
freedom, but it is certainly correct to state that they have not yet 
satisfactorily shown that they appreciate, or even understand it. 
The late King Louis Philippe was too keen an observer not to be 
aware of the fact, and too selfish and unscrupulous an intriguer 
not to endeavour to turn it to account. The odious transactions 
known as the “ Spanish marriages” were his first great step to 
ruin. They were also a great step in the misery and demoralisa- 
tion of Spain. They blighted the life and corrupted the heart of 
an unoffending girl. They inspired her with evil thoughts, and 
surrounded her with evil counsellors. They depraved the man- 
ners of a Court, and set an infamous example to a whole nation. 
Yet, to such an extremity has Spain been reduced, that the 
best hopes of the best men in the country are centred 
in the life and in the progeny of a youthful Queen, whose 
life is beset by many perils, and whose healthful progeny 
is scarcely to beexpected. Never since the days of Mary Stuart 
has there been a Sovereign so helpless, so outraged, and so much 
to be pitied as Isabella II.: She has both a mother and a husband, 
bound by nature and by duty to support and cherish her; but she 
has no one willing to give her honest, or competent to give her 
sound advice. As the critical period of her maternity draws 
near, the intriguers who wish to occupy her throne are more than 
usually busy. The Duke de Montpensier hovers about the in- 
heritance which it was the object of his father he should gain; 
and the Carlists make no secret of their wish that what has hap- 
pened in Lisbon may happen in Madrid. From such a ca- 
lamity to herself and to her country, every right-thinking 
man and woman in Spain will earnestly pray that Provi- 
dence in its mercy may preserve Queen Isabella. Under 
her government Spain has a chance, althougu a poor one, 
of not being left to lag irretrievably behind in the march 
of European civilisation. Failing her and her direct line of suc- 
cession, that unhappy country would again become the prey to a 
civil war more protracted and fatal than the last; a°war as per- 
plexing and mischievous to France as to Spain, and which 
might, perhaps, embroil other countries besides those two. 
But, as if there were not risk enough in this contingency, the 





persons who monopolise place and power in the palace of the 
young Queen, seem bent upon doing their utmost to render her 
throne more precarious than her life. Spain has a damaged cha- 
racter, and they do nothing to retrieve it; she has a failing 
revenue, and they do nothing to put it upon a_ healthy 
footing ;—she has the stupidest commercial code of any 
nation under heaven, and they shut their eyes to the ex- 
perience by which all other nations are endeavouring to 
profit, They are only entrusted with power because Spain is a 
constitutional state; and they do their worst to bring the consti- 
tution into contempt, as a preparatory step to its destruction. 
They meditate a coup d’état, and the establishment of a despot- 
ism, because Louis Napoleon succeeded in a similar attempt, 
and because knaves have a better chance of plunder and aggran- 
dizement under a despotic Sovereign, especially if she be a woman, 
than under any Parliamentary system, however corrupt and im- 
perfect. In their anxiety to strike a coup d'état, they forget that 
the circumstances of France in Dec., 1851, and of Spain in Dec., 
1853, are not at all similar; and that history is not made to re- 
peat itself, because it may suit the purpose of ambitious men to 
plagiarise in politics, They forget that Louis Napoleon had a 
powerful name, a high genius, foolish opponents, and a first-rate 
opportunity ; while they have neither name, nor genius, nor pre- 
text, nor opportunity, but are a mere clique of palace fuinéans and 
selfish adventurers. Their last act has been a summary dismissal 
of the Cortes, on insufficient grounds, and without appointing a day 
for their re-assembling. In fact, the Cortes are intheir way. The 
Duke de Montpensieris naturally on the alert to profit by the follies or 
crimes of the present Court of Spain; and, if there were any rea- 
sonable hope that, under the reign of Donna Luisa, a free, firm, 
and progressive Government could be secured to the Peninsula, 
the world would take much less interest than it does in the 
present position of Queen Isabella. It is deplorable to think 
that Spain does not possess a single statesman of sufficient energy 
and ability to rescue the Queen from evil counsellors, to rally 
around her the friends of rational liberty, and to secure her a 
permanent place in the affections of her country. Unless such a 
man he speedily found, Spain will inevitably pass through the 
ordeal of one, if not of many, civil wars, before she be in a posi- 
tion to do justice to her magnificent resources, or to assume her 
proper place among the nations of Europe. 


THE meeting and the conference at Birmingham on the subject of 
Juvenile Delinquency, again call attention, in a forcible manner, 
to an evil of national importance. ‘The reformation of young 
criminals is a subject often detated, but which, nevertheless, 
makes but slow progress amongst us. We excel other nations, both 
in our philanthropy and in our spirit of enterprise; but on this 
question, which requires the exercise of both, we suffer ourselves 
to be overpassed by many who are our inferiors. The evil of 
juvenile delinquency is one that must be combated. Day after 
day it clamours for a remedy, and will not be gainsaid or neg- 
lected under any less penalty than that of national disgrace. 
What is to be done with our young criminals? is the melancholy, 
aud often the hopeless cry of police magistrates and judges, who, 
in the exercise of their functions, are brought into daily contact 
with so-called criminals, who are too young to know right from 
wrong, and so destitute as to deserve compassion far more than 
severity. 

These miserable and neglected creatures know nothing of the 
law but as something severe and terrible. They never heard of 
its care or its beneficence, except in the protection of tills and 
pocket-handkerchiefs. It is to them the Destroyer, not the Pre- 
server—the awful power that punishes, but never rewards. To 
consign to the discipline of a prisonthe babes who are driven to 
petty larceny by starvation, is alike cruel and useless. To punish 
them when they have been trained into vice by their fathers and 
mothers, or by strangers who profit by their misdeeds, is to punish 
the comparatively innocent, and to let the guilty go free. To 
neglect them altogether, is but to foster and encourage a mon- 
strous social scandal; while, to feed, clothe, and teach 
those who qualify for the privilege by the commission of 
robbery, is to give advantages to the dishonest which 
neither the law nor society accords to the unoffending 
children of poor and hard-working men. The subject is sur- 
rounded and beset with difficulties. It can neither be satisfactorily 
dealt with, nor allowed to remain untouched. It is true that 
there is a remedy, which goes to the very root of the evil—the 
establishment of a system which shall make it as much the right 
of every British child to demand its education at the expense of 
the State—if its parents cannot afford to pay for it—as it has to 
demand, under the Poor-law system, the bread which may save it 
from dying of starvation in the streets. But this prevention of 
the evil is quite as difficult as the partial remedy for it; not from 
any insurmountable impediment in the subject itself, but from 
the unhappy jealousies which arise on the mere mention of national 
education. Other countries are, in this respect, more fortunate 
than our own. The United States of America, France, and Ger- 
many have not so many young criminals as we have; because Re- 
ligion—or, more properly speaking, because an intolerant and jealous 
sectarian bigotry that usurps the name of Religion—does not inter- 
fereto prevent the State from regarding all destitute children as its 
own, and from acting towards them the part of a wise and just 
parent. No system of reformation for young criminals that the 
kind hearts and active intellects of good men can devise, will ever 
prove satisfactory, unless it be preceded by a system of National 
Education. When the State has done its duty by teaching its 
laws to the whole of its children; when no child born in the British 
Isles is suffered to remain uninstructed in the elements of all 
knowledge—not only of the knowledge derived from the Scripture 
to fit it for the life to come, but of the knowledge of “ common 
things,” to'fi i for the due performance of its duties in this; and 
when the number of juvenile criminals has, by these means, been re- 
duced to one-fourth, if not to one-tenth, of its present amount; 
then, and then only, will it be possible to consider the question 
of the reformation of juvenile criminals in a satisfactory manner. 
The residuum of youthful vagrancy and crime, after a few years 
trial of a sound and comprehensive scheme of National 


Education, will be but small, and will be easily dealt with, 
of reforming 


Those who devote themselves to the task 
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the young thief or beggar, will not be met, at the 
threshold of their labours, by the startling objection that 
they devote more of their care and attention to the poor 
who are vicious, than to the poor who are honest. The num- 
bers, also, will not be so great as to deter philanthropy by 
the hopelessness of combating an evil so widely spread and 
so deeply rooted as at present. In the meantime, however, 
we would render all due honour to the benevolent men who 
have taken up the question—men who, like Mr. M. D. Hill, 
have made it the business of their lives; and men like Lord 
Shaftesbury, Mr. Adderley, Mr. Monckton Milnes, and others, 
who have devoted themselves to its consideration at a later 
period, and given it the assistance of their hearts as well as of 
their heads, of their feelings as well as of their intellects. We 
trust that, in due time, something will come of their exertions; 
and that neither “wars nor rumours of wars” will distract public 
attention to such a degree as to suffer the whole question, or any 
part of it, to fall into neglect or abeyance. 








THE MINISTRY. 


It is positively asserted that Lord Palmerston has consented to 
return to the Coalition Cabinet. Should this be the fact, the noble 
Viscount has, of course, obtained his own terms. If orders have been 
given to the British fleet to enter the Black Sea, with a view to active 
operations, and if it be true that Lord Lansdowne and the Duke of 
Devonshire have threatened to withdraw their support from the Ministry 
if the main provision of the intended Reform Bill are not given up— 
then it is not impossible that Lord Palmerston may have consented to 
return to the Home-Oflice. A few hours will,in all probablity, place all 
the facts in connection with this affair in our possession.—Morning 
Herald, Friday. 

The Cabinet met in Council yesterday in Downing-street, and were 
engaged in diecussion five hours and a half. Lord Lansdowne was not 
present. It transpired in the course of the evening that Sir George 
Grey urged the unsatisfactory state of his health as a reason for de- 
clining the proffered post of Home Secretary. This refusal of office ren- 
dered it more than ever desirable that Lord Palmerston should be in- 
duced to re-assume the post he had given up. . . . . Lord John 
Russell’s services as Home Secretary would be gladly accepted, bnt he 
(like Sir George Grey) is understood to have urged the plea of insuffi- 
cient health as a reason for the non-assumption of duties additional to 
these now on his hands. And, assuredly, the chief parentage of a new 
Reform Bill is qui‘e enough, bo:h in labour and responsibility, for any 
one statesman. . . . Itis said that the question of what the Re- 
form Bill shall really be has mot yet been decided by the Cabinet—the 
plans before the Government being still in the hands of the Ministerial 
Committee, to whom the task of preparing a complete measure has been 
entrusted.— Daily News, Friday. 





THE COURT. 


The Queen and the Prince Consort, accompanied by their Royal 
Highnesses the Princes and the Princesses of the Royal family, and at- 
tended by the ladies and gentlemen of the Royal household, left Osborne 
at an carly houron Thursday morning, on their return to Windsor Castle 
for the Christmas holidays. The illustrious party embarked at East 
Cowes, in the Fairy, Royal yacht, and crossed during rather a smart 





breeze to Portsmouth, whence they travelled by special train on the | 


South-Western Railway to Basingstoke, and thence by the Great | 


Western Railway to Windsor. 
two o'clock. 

Sir James Graham has been the only visitor at Osborne 
during the past week. 


The Royal party arrived at the Castle at 


Castle will extend to the first week in February next. 





Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, attended by Lady 
Fanny Howard and Col. Sir George Couper, arrived in town on Tuesday 


EPITOME OF NEWS—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 





The Bank of England have given notice that, with a view to 
the observance of a general holiday, the transfer and dividend offices will 
be closed on Monday, the 26th inst. 

Mr. William Brodie, unpaid attaché to her Majesty’s Legation 
at Stockholm, has been appointed unpaid attaché to the Embassy at 
Constantinople. 

A large meeting was held last week at Bristol, in favour of the 
vote by ballot. The meeting was unanimously in favour of secret voting. 

There is a man in Orkney aged nearly ninety years, who has 
led to the hymeneal altar and followed to the grave eight wives. He is 
about to be married the ninth time. 

Monsignor Jean-Francois de Saunhac-Bolcastel, Bishop of 
pe ger died at Perpignan on the 9th, in the 89th year of his age. He 
was the oldest member of the French episcopacy. 

Mr. W. Wilson, of Sarkhill, Rathmines, Dublin, has forwarded 
a donation of £100, to be disposed of as the authorities of the Belfast 
Sailors’ Home think best ; but suggesting a library. 

Last week a number of persons in Leeds were summoned for 
neglecting to consume the smoke issuing from their furnaces, and fined 
40s. and costs. 

The Duke of Parma has pardoned six political prisoners, who 
had been condemned by court-martial to various punishments, on the 
20th May, 1853. 

The Duke of Hamilton has purchased Beaufort-house, in Ar- 
lington-street, for £60,000. i . 

On Friday week the corn-mill at Wike, near Leeds, occupied 
by Mr. John Briggs, was entirely destroyed by fire. 

The Minister of Finance at Modena has extended the exemp- 
tion from duty on corn, maize, and oats, which was to expire at the end 
of this month, to the end of March, 1854. 

The submarine cable across the Frith of Forth and Tay is being 
laid down, so as to complete the chain of telegraphic communication be- 
tween the far north of Scotland and the south. F f 

Letters for officers, seamen, and marines, serving in the under- 
mentioned shipsin the Arctic Seas, will be in time to be forwarded, if 
sent te the Admiralty on or before the 1st of January, 1854—H.M.S, En- 
terprise, Rattlesnake, and Plover. A : 

Workmen are at present employed in constructing a Crystal 
Palace on the Roken-square in Amsterdam, destined fur the annual ex- 
hibition of flowers, the culture of which is earried to so great an extent in 
Holland, and particularly near that city and Haarlem. 

The Master-General of the Ordnance has appointed Lieut.- 
Colonel the Hon. Robert E. Boyle, Coldstream Guards, to be his secre- 
tary, in the room of Captain Lord Clarence Paget, R.N., resigned. 

We regret to state that Mr. John Martin, the painter of “ Bel- 
shazzar’s Feast,” has suffered an attack of paralysis that disables his right 
hand and impedes his utterance, though his hearing and sight remain 
perfect. This misfortune occurred to him last month, in the Isle of Man. 

The Giornale di Roma, of the 10th, announces that the Pope 
has appointed Cardinal Wiseman a member of the Congregation of Im- 
munity. 

Sir Thomas Redington has been appointed permanent secretary 
to the Board of Control. 5 

The schooner Invincible, Capt. Pennington, from Palermo 
to Liverpool, has been driven ashore close to the Green Island, Gib- 
raltar. The captain and crew (six in number) escaped. 

By a return just printed it appears that the acreage in England 
and Wales of the parishes is 9,177,199 acres, 3 roeds, Sperches, out ot 
which 65,047 acres and 6 perches are occupied by railways. 

The Journal d’Augsbourg announces the death of Comte 
Vincent de Tabasz Krosnowski, Hereditary Commander of the Order of 
Malts, Chevalier of several other orders, and one of the most distinguished 
noblemen of Gallicia. 

Mr. Robert Macfarlane has been appointed Sheriff of Renfrew- 
shire, in the room of Mr. Hercules Robertson, recently promoted toa seat 
en the Scottish Bench. 

A railway is announced to extend the communication by the 
South Devon line from Torquay to Dartmouth and Brixham. 

M. Elie de Beaumont was on Monday elected perpetual secre- 


| tary of the ‘Academy of Sciences, in place of the late M. Arago. The 


morning, from her residence, Frogmore, near Windsor. Her Royal High- | 


ness visited the Duchess of Gloucester, at Gloucester House, and after- 
wards left London on her return to Frogmore. 

His Excellency the Ambassador of France and the Countess 
Walewski have been among the distinguished circle enjoying the hospi- 
tality of the Marquis of Lansdowne, at Bowood, during the past week. 

The Duchess of Inverness gave a grand dinner on Saturday 
last, at Kensington Palace, to their Royal Highnesses the Duchess of 
Cambridge and the Princess Mary, the Duke of Cambridge, the Duke 
and Duchess d’Aumale, and a distinguished party. 


CHURCH, UNIVERSITIES, ge. 





PREFERMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS.—Rectories : The Rev. H, 
S. M. Hubert, to Santon, Norfolk; the Rev. S. Churchill, to Boughton, 
Norfolk ; the Rev. T. E. Espin, to Hadleigh, Essex; the Rev. C. W. 
Doherty, to Pelham, near Gainsborough; the Rev. A. Matthews, to 
Grimley, near Market Harborough; the Rev. T. Miles, to Tienoagh ; 
the Rev. W. A. Ormsby, to Smallburgh, Norfolk. Vicarage: The Rev. 
T. Rees, to Rumney, near Cardiff. Zncwmbencies : The Rev. F. H. Bishop, 
to Grazeley, near Reading; the Rev. L. Thomas, to Merthyr Mawr, 
Glamorganshire; the Rev. W. T. Newenham, to St. John the Evan- 

elist, West Derby. Perpetual Curacy: The Rev. John Judge, to Tre- 
ystan, with the Chapelry of Leighton, near Welshpool. 

Kine’s Cotteer, Lonpon,—The following appointments have 
been made by the Council of this College in order to fillup the Professorships 
recently vacated by the Rev. F. D. Maurice :—The Rev. A. M‘Caul, D.D., 
is elected to fill the chair of Ecclesiastical History, in addition to that of 
Hebrew and the Old Testament, which he has hitherto held. A lecturer 
is to be immediately appointed to relieve Dr. M‘Caul, by instructing the 
junior classes in Hebrew. Mr. George Webbe Dasent, of Magdalene 
Hall, Oxford, Doctor of Civil Law, has been elected to the chair of 
English Literature and Modern History. 


New Cuurcues aT BayswaATER.—Two new churches are in 
course of erection at Bayswater, and are fast advancing towards com- 
pletion. One of these is situated on the south side of Craven Hill and 

estbourne-terrace, and the other farther westward of Notting-hill. The 
erection of these new churches has been found to be necessary, in conse- 
quence of the additional accommodation required to meet the great 
increase of inhabitants in this improved locality. 


Tue Royat Baron or Berer.—The baron of beef, destined to 
gre her Majesty’s sideboard on Christmas-day, has been supplied by 
fr. Minton, Windsor. Mr. Minton received three prime Scots, es- 
timated to weigh about 100 stone each, in order that the Castle employés 
might choose from which the baron was to be taken : they were all of un- 
rivalled quality. The baron was roasted on Friday, and will be served 
up cold on Ciristmas-day. 

JUNCTION OF Raitwayrs.—A meeting of the proprietary of 
the Eastern Counties Railway Company was held on Tuesday, in the Lon- 
don Tavern—Mr. Waddington, M.P., in the chair—when an agreement 
was entered into to unite that Company and the Norfolk and Eastern Union 
Companies. At meetings of the Norfolk and Eastern Union Companies, 
ps ae Fae same agreement was submitted to the proprietors and 
agreed to. 


LIEUTENANT BetLot.—Paris letters state that the members of 
the sub-committee for the testimonial to this lamented officer were re- 
ceived afew days since by his Excellency the Minister of Marine, who 
promised to further their views in me | way they may point out. The 
tablet to his memory is to be placed in the Marine Museum of the Louvre. 
The subscription list will be closed on the 31st inst., after which the ge- 
neral committee will make its report. 


Saito O’Brien in America.—-It appears 
O’Brien, following the example of M‘Manus, 
hue, and Mitchel, has escaped from Van Diemen’s Land, and is now 
in the United States. A Limerick paper says: ‘“‘ The writer of the letter 
was one of those who assisted Smith O’Brien in his escape. We may 
add, that he was bound by no parole to the Government, and that no 
charge of breach of faith can be made against him.” 


StoRM IN THE IRIsH CHANNEL.—During Monday and Tues- 
day night, a violent hurricane was blowing in the Irish Channel, and on 
the west coast of England and the east of Ireland. A great deal of 
damage has been done. Several ships were wrecked, and some have 
foundered; and many lives have been lost. Some parts of the Irish 
coast are strewn with portions of drift-wood and wreck. 





that Smith 
Meagher, O’Donog- 


z ; , | other candidates were M. Laines, M 
It is understood that the sojourn of the Court at Windsor | 





C. Dupin, and M. Pouillet. 

The Peninsular and Oriental steamer Colombo, which sailed 
from Southampton on Tuesday, took out £241,435 in specie, of which 
£208,300 is for the Presidencies and China. 

The soldier who fired upon the mob in the Gavazzi riots at 
Montreal, has been discharged under a writ of habeas corpus, and has 
entered into recognizances to appear before the colonial Court of Queen’s 


| Bench to answer the charge. 


On Monday evening, between five and six o'clock, a glazed 
leather bag, containing nearly a thousand pounds’ worth of jewellery, 
was stolen from a cab standing at the door of a tradesman in the Strand. 

According tothe advices just received from Buenos Ayres, the 
financial condition of the Republic is anything but flourishing, and there 
is small hope of any regular dividends for the bondholders for some years 
to come. 

According to a return just issued the mileage of railways in 
England is 5288 miles, 5 furlongs, anc 211 yards; and in Wales, 348 
miles, 5 furlongs, and 203 yards. 

At a moment when it was believed that the mania for turning 
tables and appearing to make them speak, was dying away in France, the 
Bishop of Vivior has, in an excess of zeal, revived the subject, by a let- 
ter to the clergy of his diocese, in which he denounces the practice. 

The New York papers announce that the Earl of Mountcashel 
had arrived there irom a long tour through Canada and the United 
States of America. 

Thirteen inhabitants of Hereford have subscribed the donation 
of 720 tons of coal for the poor of that city. 

A veteran of the Prussian army, named Bause, died a few days 
since at Wesel, aged ninety-six. He had served for sixty-two years. 
He was taken prisoner at the battle of Jena in 1806, but was soon after 
exchanged. 

It is shown by a return that last year the amount contributed 
by railway property to the poor-rates was, in England and Wales, 
£186,539 48. aha. 

On Monday there were attempts at skating on the ornamental 
waters in the Parks, though the ice was not thick enough to bear. Six 
persons were immersed, and narrowly escaped a watery grave. 

Madame Lola Montes, Countess de Landsfelt (saysthe Panama 
Herald), passed through Sacramento, on her way to Grass Valley. Among 
her parlour ornaments were a piano, a parrot, two dogs, and a grizzly bear. 

A thief has carried off four great-coats from the house of a 
police-inspector at Manchester, two belonging to the officer himself: one 
was — coat, and in the pockets were a number of summonses and 
warrants. 

The American Minister at Berlin, Governor Vroom, has 
been obliged to don a “ State” costume, for the King declared he would 
not permit a deviation from the rule that official introductions shall not 
bein plain dress. 

Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton has consented to preside at the 
next soirce of the Leeds Mechanics’ Institution. 

There has been a new coinage of pence and half-pence, but 
it has by no means gotinto general eirculation. 

A man has perished of cold and hunger on the mountain of 
Graig Las, in Carnarvonshire, having lost himself in the fog. 

There were no less than seven fires between five o’clock on 
Saturday evening and five o’clock on Sunday morning, in various parts 
of London. None of the fires, however, were of serious consequence. 

An extensive landslip has just occurred on the Wilts, Somerset, 
and Weymouth line, constructing near Devizes, carrying away an oc- 
cupation bridge, owing to the immense superincumbent weight of an em- 
bankment, which has at great expense been made and re-made. 

Among the items of expenditure by the Trinity House last year 
was one of £51 16s. 3d., ‘‘ for reading books for the use of the keepers of 
the lighthouses and crews of the light-vessels. 

The Rev. Dr. Burgess, curate of St. Mary’s, Blackburn, has 
been elected a member of the Royal Society of Literature. 

A gentleman who had arrived in Melbourne, when he was 
leaving the hotel, asked a friend what he ought to give the servants. 
“Why, I hardly know,” was the reply, “1 should think their notions 
—- grand, for I know Boots estimates his income at £1600 a 

At the High Court, Edinburgh, on Monday last, William Cum- 
ming was convicted of the murder of his wife, by repeated and barbarous 
treatment, and ordered to be executed on Monday, 9th January next. 

Mr. Cobden, M.P., was present at the viva voce examination 
in the School of Law and Medicine, which d at Oxford on 
Tuesday week. 

It is said that a bill is in the course of preparation, which will 
be introduced at the meeting of Parliament, with a view to throw 0, en 
the coasting trade to foreign ships. 

The anniversary of the Polish revolution was celebrated at Con- 
stantinople on the 29th ult., by about 100 Polish emigrants. 








OBITUARY OF EMINENT PERSONS, 


MARIANNE, MARCHIONESS WELLESLEY. 

THE death of this lady occurred on the 17th inst., at her apartments in 
Hampton Court Palace, after 
a short illness. The Marchio- 
ness was daughter of the late 
Richard Caton, Esq., of Mary- 
land, and grand-daughter of 
the celebrated William Car- 
rol, of Carrolstown, who signed 
the original deciaration of 
) American Independence. One 
of Lady Wellesley’s sisters 
was Mrs. MacTavish, another 
is Duchess of Leeds, and an- 
other the Dowager Lady Staf- 
ford. 

Lady Wellesley married, 1st, Robert Paterson, Esq.; and, 2ndly, 29th 
Oct., 1825, Richard, late Marquis Wellesley (eldest brother of Arthur 
lst Duke of Wellington); by whom, who died 26th Sept., 1842, she had 
noissue. Her Ladyship was for many years Lady of the Bedchamber 
to Queen Adelaide. 

It may not, perhaps, be very generally known that the Marchioness’s 
sister-in-law, Miss Paterson—a famous beauty in her day—was the first 
wife of the ex-King, Jerome Bonaparte, and is still alive ; being resident 
in America, and knewn as Mrs. Bonaparte Paterson. She was married 
to Jerome when he was captain of a vessel, during the Consulate of Na- 
poleon ; but, on the establishment of the French Empire, it pleased the 
new Sovereign to make Jerome a King, with the proviso that his beau- 
tiful American wife should be divorced. By Miss Paterson Jerome had a 
son, who is now a citizen of the United States, and appears to be entitled 
to the position of a French Prince of the Imperial dynasty. 








THERESA, COUNTESS OF EGLINTON. 

Tus amiable and benevolent lady died, deeply lamented, at Eglinton 

. Castle, on the 16th inst. Her 
Ladyship, who was daughter 
of Charles Newcomen, Esq., 
married first, Richard Howe 
Cockerell, Esq., Commander 
R.N., and secondly, 17th Feb- 
ruary, 1841, Archibald Wil- 
liam, present Earl of Eglinton 
and Winton, by whom she 
leaves one daughter Egidia, 
born 17th December, 1843, and 
thre: sons, of whom the 
eldest, Archbald William, 
Lord Montgomerie, has just completed his 12th year. By birth an 
Irishwoman, Lady Eglinton won the esteem and affection of all classes 
in her native land, during the brief period she presided over the Irish 
Court. Her early death will be universally deplored. 











DECIMAL COINAGE. 
(From a Correspondent.) 


A coop deal has been written, and a thick Blue Book published on 
this question, and all about something which ought to be done to reform 
our present system of computation and coinage. What we propose as 
the simplest and best is as follows :—That the present coinage sould re- 
main, and three new pieces be created: one, a 10d. piece, to be called Vic- 
toria; another, containing 20 Victorias, to be called Albert ; to divide 
the penny into farthings and half-farthings—the farthing to be one-fifth 
part of a penny, instead of, as at present, one quarter; the half-farthing 
to be called a Centime. Our coinage would then be:—10 Centimes 
make 1 penny ; 10 pennies, 1 Victoria; 20 Victorias, 1 Albert; our pre- 
sent 20s. sovereign would be 24 Victorias; our present shilling would, as 
at present, be 12 pennies ; the half-crown would be 3 Victorias; our 
crown-piece (5s.) would be 6 Victorias. This plan would at once sim- 
plify our coinage, and render it as easy as any extant. 








RUSSIAN POST AT KALOUGERINI. 


THE monument in the centre of the picture upon the next page was 
erected by Michael the Great, upon the site of a great battle between 
his troops and the Turks. This prince strove to free his nation from 
the dominion of the Porte; and held, for a time, in his power various 
parts of Roumania, Transylvania, Moldavia, and Wallachia. But he 
was assassinated by Basta, a General of Rodolphe II., Emperor of Ger- 
many, who found in Michael a useful, but atoo independent ally. This 
event took place in 1601. It is not unlikely that the above locality may 
again become the scene of contest during the present war. 








THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA, IN HIS DROSHKY, 
(SLEDGE,) AT ST. PETERSBURG. 
THE appearance of the Emperor Nicholas, as he sits in the rapid 
droshky or sledge,—of which we this week present our readers with 
a life like Sketch—is by far the most familiar of all his out-door appear- 
ances to the inhabitants of St. Petersburg. 

He carries the love of a certain proud and austere simplicity to even a 
much greater extent than did the late monarch, his brother, Alexander ; 
and of him it was said, as will be remembered, that he first taught our 
English aristocracy in London the dignity there was in not being over 
sumptuous. 

We shall speak in a moment of this droshky and its uses; but, first, 
a word upon a subject which it forcibly suggests. In general, the idea 
of semi-civilised people and the idea of gaudy habits and florid 
Gisplay go together. “ Barbaric magnificence” has become a pro- 
verbial expression ; while sobriety of costume, and a sort of smooth 
plainness of manners are well known throughout all history to 
have been the general! accompaniments of superior enlighten- 
ment. Military splendour is, for obvious reasons, a necessary 
exception to the rule. Yet, even in military life, we have a nu- 
merous interesting examples of how the great chief, on whom the 
fate of every enterprise depended—the centre of all hopes—the ob- 
ject of all anxieties—increased his moral weight by always appear- 
ing ‘conspicuously simple amidst the surrounding pomps of war. 
Napoleon’s grey capote, and the barbarian King’s persuasion, in ancient 
days, that Parmenio was, and must be, Alexander the Great himself 
although Alexander was by his side, are instances of what we mean. 
Still, martial displays form, as we have remarked, a time-honoured and 
very just case of departure from this great canon of moral policy. 

Now, what is undoubtedly singular, is that the Russians, who are re- 
puted to be so barbarous a nation, seem to be the more deeply impressed 
with reverence for their Autocrat, the more they see him pass daily 
amongst them, and “stale his presence,’ in all the carelessness of a 
plain costume. Any one who spends some months at St. Petersburg— 
bearing in mind the witty yet terrible saying, that “ the natural death of 
the sovereigns of Russia is assassination”—will scarcely withhold an ocea- 
sional tribute of inward admiration, as hebeholds the unattended monarch 
receiving, as he dartsthrough the capital, the salutes of the mixed crowd. 
But, how different are those salutes! They are paid by the upper classes ; 
but given by the lower. With bare head, and crossing himself, the 
“sheepskin” bows as low as his own knees, and sometimes even bends 
those, when he meets the man who has abolished serfdom on his own 
estates, and before whom the ancient peasant-grinding nebility have 
been made to tremble. There is, doubtless, more grace in the Prince’s 
reverence; but, oh! how much more heart in the boor’s. 

Enough, however, of these grave reflections. Let us come to our 
droshky, or rather to the Emperor's. Let us hold on behind, if we can. 
This is no easy task, for the rate at which it dashes through the streets- 
is incredible. A stranger immediately asks, ‘‘ What on earth is the- 
matter?” The answer is “ His Majesty always travels in that rapid 
way; and nothing is the matter, only woe to the guard whom he may 
chance to find of their guard, or to the public establishment whose 
officials are not in full working order.” 

St. Petersburg, not very long ago, was a city of wooden houses; it is 
now a city of gr nite quays, massive palaces, and golden domes. Fires 
were formerly frequent; they are rare at present. But habit is strong; 
and the precautions which Nicholas once employed through necessity, 
he now continues out of routine. The fire-brigades and their various 
stations are the chief objects of this incessant perambulatory persecu- 
tion. There is no hour of the day—there is no hour of the night—at 
which these devoted men are safe from the sudden appearance of the 
Emperor. Not even is his absence from St. Petersburg a guarantee: he 
has been supposed to be at Moscow, when the heavy clank of his iron 
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THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA, IN HIS DROSHKY (sLEDGB), AT ST. PETERSBURG. 


step in the corridor has been the first ann t of his pr > 
By a system of metropolitan telegraphs, worked from the roofs of 
certain watch-towers, he has been known to summon all the fire-engines 
in the capital, without exception, to the Winter Palace, where there was 
no fire whatever. To those who arrived first, in proportion to distance, 
he has given bountiful rewards; those who have net been on the alert 
he has punished. 

We have spoken of his speed. Even through the crowded streets of 
the capital he seldom goes at less than fifteen miles an hour; and in 
his longer journeys through the country, his road is often strewn with 
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dead horses, while generally he drops one exhausted attendant after 
another at some inn by the way. Though, in town, he is often seen in 
a common hired vehicle, our Engraving represents his own private 
droshky and driver. Thelatteris almosta portrait. We have often seen 
the eriginal. That is his beard, his face, his very attitude ; and there, 
behind him, with helmet, and grey cavalry cloak, sits the figure of 
Nicholas himself, as if carved out of granite. The position of the 
driver’s arms is remarkable. Our English “ whips” would probably 
deride it as unscientific; and certainly it does appear that, if the horse 
were to bolt, the coachman would have no purchase, and must be pulled 


BUSSIAN POST, AT KALOUGERINI,— (SEE PRECEDING PAGE.) 





out of his box. Yet it is the universa ]fashion at St. Petersburg, and 
ali through Russia. 

On great occasions the Emperor is seen on horseback, in which 
position he looks to the best advantage. Every morning (while in the 
capital) he may be seen on foot, about seven o’clock; striding along the 
Neveki. Occasionally he goes out in a two-horse carriage. But his 
characteristic equipage, which will be longest remembered, is the simple 
vehicle which we have engraved. Winter andsummer are all the same; 
except that, when the frost has set in, the wheels are taken off, andthe 
body of the little carriage is set upon a sledge, 
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THE BATTLE OF OLTENITZA. 
We have been favoured by an eye-witness of this memorable battle 
with the soccuanrtas Sketch of Omer Pacha, in his Camp, as he viewed 
the progress of the hoy egg to which we append the following 


pone from a private letter, which has appeared in a contemporary 
ournal :— 
, of the . has just returned from Constantinople, and 








certainly has been extremely lucky. He got letters from the Seraskier 
Pacha to Omer Pacha, who treated him with the greatest kindness. He 
arrived the day before the action, and he sat beside Omer during the 
whole of the battle. They had a most brilliant view of the whole thing— 
a beautiful sunny morning, without a cloud, and a fine west wind blowing 
the smoke away. They were on the south side of the Danube, where it is 
only a third of a mile in breadth; and the bank on their side being very 
high ground, they sat and looked down on the plain on the opposite 
shore, which is flat, so that the Russian fire all struck 100 feet below the 
spot where Omer Pacha and his staff were placed. The action began at 

















OMER PACHA, AT THE BATTLE OF OLTENITZA, 


eleven o’clock by several columns of Russians—in all about 10,000— 
crossing the plain to attack the Turkish intrenchments, which had been 
hastily thrown up in the night, the Turks having crossed to the number 
of 4000 the previous evening. 

The Turks allowed these columns to advance well into the plain, and 
then the heavy batteries which were Omer Pacha’s head (on the right 
bank) opened upon them; next the batteries on the island; and then 
the guns in the intrenchment, which last were of small calibre, and only 
; 8ix in number. says it was a tremendous sight to see the effect of 
the Turkish guns on the Russian columns the moment they had got the 
range. The Turksare inferior to none in artillery, and they tore the 
columns to p:eces. The whole action !asted four hours. The Russians 
continued advancing. their =~ playing into the intrenchment, which 
was little more than breast high ; but when they got close up the carnage 
| was frightful,as the Turks had 500 armed with the Minié rifle, and 

drilled on the Chasseurs de Vincennes system, who picked them off at 
every shot, besides the i nt fire of grape which the Turks kept 
up. says he saw the heavy shot and grape clearing regular 
alleys through the columns. He looked down and saw everything as 

















perfectly asit itwere areview seen from a hill. He saw one officer 
knocked down from his horse, who was evidently a General, for they 
immediately carried him far to the rear, and a earriage drove up furiously 
and took him away. Bythe time the columns were within 300 yards, they 
deployed, and Omer Pacha and every one expected to see them attempt 
to storm this low entrenchment with the bayonet, as they were three times 
the number of the Turks; but, after marching to within 20 yards of the 
narrow ditch—which my friend cleared at an easy jump, entrenchment 
and all, immediately after the action—they fairly turned tail and ran for 
it, the Turks giving them grape and musketry till they were out of sight. 
The Rus+ians had about 15 guns with them the whole time, which did a 
good deal of execution, killing a few Turks and a good many horses—the 
latter, of course, acon higher than the parapet, for they had some irre- 
gular cavalry in the work. ‘he Turkish artillery and musketry were kept 
up with arapidity of fire that could not have imagined. Omer Pacha 
is about 50 years of age, adored by his army, of great military acquiremen's 
and information, and a perfect Turk in coolness and presence ofmind. The 
four hcurs of the action he sat cross-legged, with his long pipe in his hand ; 
never at any moment changing a muscle of his countenance, and directing 








GENERAL PRIM, IN BIVOUAC, AT THE BATTLE OF OLTENITZA. 
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everything himself by means of his bugler, who stood beside him, and 
sounded to the intrenchment across the river any order required. Severa 
French, Spanish, and other foreigners in the Turkish service who were 
pre:ent, all agreed that they never saw anything so grand or so perfect in 
the whole course of their experience: and perhaps no other action was 
ever seen so perfectly in all its details. The enthusiasm of the Turks 
was tremendous when the Russians broke and ran. The cry of “God 
bless the Sultan” rose from the entrenchments, the island, and the whole 
Turkish army behind Omer. One thing speaks badly for the Russians ; 

saw the officers pricking their men on with their swords, to ry to 
make them dash on, buc they would not. He walked over the field haf 
an hour after the action, and describes the carnage as immense; there 
must have been 1000 killed, and wounded innumerable—lying in dozens, 
dismembered and torn to pieces by the grape, thrown in @ bout portant. 
The Russians are very sickly; the Lurks, on the contrary, are in hizh 
condition and great spirits. The senior medical oilicer,a Frenchman, 
assured —-—— that he had only two per cent sick. 

We have been favoured, also, with the accompanying Ske'ch of 
General Prim, who was an eye-witness of the battle. 

It was upon his own demand that General Prim obtained the mission 
to the Turkish camp; and, no doubt, if he had asked for a longer leave 
of absence, it would have been granted to him without objection. At 
the Tribune of the Cortes, the absence of an Opposition chief is easily 
excused by the Government, especially if he is daring enough to defend 
the Constitutional liberty conquered by the sword. 

The bulletins of the army of the Danube a: first assigned a conspi- 
cuous rdle to General Prim ; but the Spanish Government, although it 
has not yet been recognised by the Autocrat of the Russias, has not 
authoriced the General to accept active service in the Turkish army. 
For the rest, says a Correspondent, who knows the General weil, 
“* Whatever part he may take, be will always serve worthily and honour- 
ably the cause in which he may be engaged; and nothing that is not 
noble and of gocd report may be expected of co valiant a captain.” 








METROPOLITAN NEWS. 





RESULTS OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 
TAKEN DURING THE WEEK ENDING THURSDAY, DEC. 22. 









































nermneens | | 
Month |Correctea! Thermometer. | yrean | Departure Degree | Melted 
nengnatinsentn | < ae 
ond Reading of} 2 Te mpe- | iddeesiba. of Direction Snow an 
Barometer} ey ratureof| ture from | Humi- ae Rain in 
Day. | atga mu. 23 the Day.| Average. | dity. Wind. | Inches. 
~~ TTnehes. ° eo ° |" Inches 
Dec. 16] 29.835 | § 240 | 266 | —13°0 90 LW. | 0.24 
” ‘ | 36°S | 210 | 29% | —104 95 .| 0.00 
es i6 ‘ 270 | 298 | — 94 87 } 0.00 
ee 5 34° 275 | 30°1 — 90 72 0.09 
* 748 | 37 23°4 | 33°71 | — 58 95 | 0.03 
» 21] 29.980 5 | 833 | 343 | — 43 95 9.00 
» 22] 30.092 | 37°0 | 32%6 | 845 | — 40 83 } 0.03 








Note.—The sign — denote: below the average. The numbers in the seventh column are 
calculated on the supposition that the saturation of the air isrepresented by 100. 


The receding of the barometer increased from 29°35 inches at the bezin- 
ning of the weck to 2970 by the afternoon of the 17th; decreased to 
29 50 inches by the morning of the 19th, and increased to 30°15 inches by 
the end of the week. The mean for the week at the height of 82 feet 
above the level of the sea, was 29.722 inches. 

The temperature throughout the week has been low, and much 
beicw its average. The 1é:h was a yainfully cold day; the wind blew 
ircm the N.W., its temperature fell 15° below the average of the sam 
Gays; on four other days it was from 9° to 10°, and on the remaining 
three days from 4° to 5° belowit. The 16th December, in the year 1813, 
was very cold; its tempersture was 26°29, and no other 16th day has been 
£0 icw U!] this week ; in the year 1840, the mean temperature of the 17th 
was 24°5°; and in 1821, the 19th of December was 28°5° ; and these are the 
lowest temperatures on those days for forty years. 

The mean temperature of the weci: was 311°, being 8° below the averace 
of ile same week in the preceding forty years. The temperature of ths 
week ie lower than any corresponding week since that in the year 1814, 
which was somewkat lower. 

The range of temperature during the week was, 16°19, beiag the diflereace 
between the iowest reading, 21°, on the 17th, and the highest, 57°19, on 
the 20th. 

The mean daily range of temperature was 7°6°. 

Snow fell on the 17th, 20th, and 22nd; produeiug water to the depth of 
three-tenths of en inch. 

The weather during the week has been severe, and the w'nd chiefly from 
the N.E. The severity of the weather has, for some time past, acted in- 
juriously upon the public health. 

Lewisham, 23rd December, 1853. JAMES GLAISHER. 


THE ConsERVATIVE Lanp Socirety.—The annual meeting of 
this society was held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, on the 15th inst.; 
Viscount Ranelagh in thechair. ‘The Executive Committee presented ai 
elaborate repert, detailing the principal occurrences of the year, from 
which it appeared that the society has met with a remarkable success in 
the short period of its operations. It was stated that 7782 shares had 
been issued, representing a subscribed capital of £389,100, of which up- 
wards of £75,000 was paid up. The large number of 2016 shares had been 
entitled to rights ef choice. Sixteen estates had been purchased, of 
which eight were aireacy allotted, and two were ready for allotment. A 
bonus of £6 per cent wzs declared to the share’:olders, and it was inti- 
mated that the committee had raised the rate of interest on deposits from 
three to five per cent. The retiring directors were unanimously re-elected, 
and a handsome acknowledgment of the valuable services of the com- 
mittee and officera of the society made by the meeting. The report and 
tinancial statement appeared to give entire satisfaction to a very crowded 
mectting of shareholders. A net profit of £1944 12s. 5d. in favour of the 
society has been realised, in addition to £7814 16s. 1d. reserve fund. 


Tue New Cap Act.—Tue Four-mize Rapivs.—Sir R. Mayne, 
Commissioner of Police, has applied, by a circular, to the various local 
boards of trustees for :ighting the roads leading from the metropolis, to 
the eflect that the most effectual mode of giving information to the public, 
at night as well as by day, of the point of the circumference of a circle of 
four miles racius from Charing-cross, is to place a lamp-post at the spot, 
upcn which a notice of the distance may be affixed. The trustees are, 
therefore, requested to be so good as to cause a lamp-post to be put up at 
the exact place, which will be pointed out to them by the superintendents 
of the respective divisions of police in which they are situated; and who 
will supply the iron plates on which the notice is embossed in white 
raised leiters upon a biack ground. 


Tue Civic Exvections.—Wedunesday being St. Thomzs’s Day, 
the usual elections took place in the various City Wardmotes: in most of 
them the sae gentiemen were returned as Common Counciimen. Iu 
some of the wards notice was takeu of the Royal Commission, by urginy 
corporate reform, or requesting that the “ privileges” of the City suoulu be 
kept intact. 


CLosinG oF THE Common Law Orrices.—-The whole of the 
offices connected with the several depariments of he Courts of Queen’s 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, including .ue Rule and Taxing 
Masiers’ Ofices, will be closed on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in 
Chrisimas ewek. 


‘Tue New Home Secretary.—lIt is generally believed that Sir 
James Graham accepts the office of Secretary of the Home Department, 
and that Fox Maule (Lord Panmure) is to be First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty.— Morning Herald. 


THE CorForaTiIon Commission resumed its sittings on Tues- 
day, and, after examining several witnesses, adjourned till the 11th Jan., 
when the examination of witnesses favourable to the Corporation will be 
euierec upon. 


THe Lampetn ConstiruEncy.— On Monday night a public 
meeting of the electors of the borough of Lambeth was held at the 
Horns Tavern, Kennington, to hear from Mr. Wiliiams, their representa- 
tive, an account of his Parliamentary conduct for the last session. A 
vote cf confidence in him was passed. 


TREATMENT OF THE PooR IN MARYLEBONE.—Mr. Austin, on 
Tuesday morning, resumed the inquiry instituted by the Poor-law Board 
into the circumstances attending the death of the infant Waish. Garrett 
Wa'eh, the father of the child, was again examined by Mr. Austin, after 
which two ofiicers of the house. The inquiry was again adjourned. 


Sream-Boat CoLiision.—A very serious collision took place 
on the river on Sunday evening, in the Haif-way Reach, by which the 
Gravesend steamer Meteor was run down by the Sylph, Dublin screw 
steem-ship, the passengers and crew of the Meteor having a narrow escape 
of perishing with her, The bows of the Sylph pierced the Meteor, carrying 
away the steward’s pantry, the companion ladder, and reaching more 
than half way across the beam of the vessel, shutting out all chance of escape. 
Their position at once became perilous in the extreme: the water was 
pouring through the small side pert windows, flooding the cabin to such 
an extent, that several of the passengers were up to their waists in water. 
They were at length rescued, and put on board the Sylph. As soon as 
the vessels parted, the Meteor went down head first immediately. The 
ebb tide providentially had the effect of keeping her hanging, as it were, 
to the bow of the Sylph for full ten minutes; and to that circumstance 
may be attributed the eaving of every soul on board, 














A MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


Curistmas, with its delightful festivities, and its hallowed 
memor.es, has again arrived to consecrate the social and domestic 
affections with the sanctions of a high and joyful religious festival. 

Brought into companionship as these pages are with the very 
flower of English beauty, and admitted into homes whence every 
influence that is not pure and elevating is carefully excluded, how 
is it possible we should be insensible to the innocent delights which 
our artists and essayists, vying with each other in their labour of 
love, know so well how to produce ? Is it by some magical sym- 
pathy we feel that lustrous eyes will sparkle with unwonted plea- 
sure, that sweetest smiles will mantle upon the cheek of beauty, 
and that winning lips will utter ejaculations of delight when 
our Christmas Supplement—pre-eminently the Supplement of 
the year—is opened out, and discloses how lavishly the resources 
of art have been employed in illustrating Christmas scenes and 
Christmas associations, . 

In the very midst of cur home festivities, when fires blaze most 
cLeer/ully, and lights burn most resplendent—when looks are 
fondest, mirth highest, and enjoyment supreme—lct not our 
readers within the four seas forget the true English hearts 
indulging in fond thoughts of home in some distant por- 
tion of the globe. Every family has a brother, a son, or 
a friend, whom a spirit of manly enterprise has summoned 
from all that is dearest to him in existence—some to languish 
in the pestilential swamps of Burmah, others to encoun:er inde- 
scribable peril and hardship among the icebergs of the Arctic 
Regions, while thousands have left our shores to seek precarious 
wealth at the gold mines of the Antipodes. When some months 
hence our Christmas Number shall gladden the dreary life of our 
countrymen in some distant portion cf our colonial empire, let 
these few lines, and our Iilustrations of Christmas in distant 
lands be the witnesses that, in every Christmas circle in th: 
United Kingdom tender wishes were poured out for the welfare 
of the absent exiles, and affectionate regrets interchanged that the 
once familiar and still loved faces could not be seen in our 
Christmas hospitalities. For ourselves, we should be without 
excuse if we could forget our countrymen in distant lands; 
for, wherever a British fleet is cruising, or a British army is can- 
toned ; in whatever quarter of the globe British enterprise and 
science may be engaged in digging mines, spanning rivers, and 
annihilating distance between great cities; wherever, in short, 
scenes of social and historical interest are being enacted—whether 
it be the discovery of the North-West Passage, a great 
battle upon the Danube, or the Irrawaddy, or the opening 
up of hitherto unknown waters in the populous territories 
of China and Japan—there the IntustrRatepD Lonpon News 
has some friend and Correspondent, whose ready pencil 
transfers the salient features of the scene to paper, to be 
afterwards reproduced by our Artists and Engravers for the 
gratification of the public at home. To all these fellow-country- 
men—many of them personally unknown—we beg to tender our 
warm acknowledgments, and to assure them that their contribu- 
tions to our columns have carried the most varied instruction and 
delight to thousands of firesides, where we would, “by these 
presents,” have them “freshly remembered” at this happy 
season. 

If we carry our regards from the family circle to the state of the 
nation, we find the condition of our fellow-countrymen to afford 
occasion for much gratulation and thankfulness. Notwithstand- 
ing the high price of provisions and fuel, the great mass of the 
working classes will be enabled to provide themselves with 
good Christmas fare, and to surround themselves with comforts 
denied to them in less prosperous years. Australia sends 
us tons of fine gold, until it outrivals ancient Ophir; and California 
continues to pour her vast mineral riches into the treasury of the 
world. Trade and commerce, during the past year, have concur- 
rently experienced a healthy expansion, which nothing but the 
twofold dis:ster of a deficient European harvest, and hostilities in 
the East threatening a general war, have been able to check. 
During this period of national prosperity, the relations between 
capital and labour have undergone a change which has brought 
an appreciable increase of comfort and independence to the indus- 
trial classes. These relations are not yet brought into a course of 
satisfactory adjustment; but even the Lancashire operatives who 
are “out on strike,” will, it is hoped, be provided with an allow- 
ance during Christmas week, that will enable them to enjoy the 
festivities which an unusually early and inclement winter has 
rendered doubly welcome and exhilarating. 

A word for the poor! The snow and severe frost which ushere4 
in the Christmas of 1853 must have suggested to the benevolent 
that very many of our fellow-creatures are sadly in want of cer- 
tain comforts at this inclement season, which it is in their power 
to bestow. The dwellers in well-warmed and luxurious habita- 
tions who, whenever they go forth to encounter the winter’s 
cold, can arm themselves in triple panoply of comfortable clothing, 
are, we trust, inno danger of forgetting the thousands who are 
pining with hunger and shivering with cold in their damp and 
dreary abodes. Against what has been well called “the 
vice of indiscriminate almsgiving,” we trust we need not 
caution our fair readers, for street alms to sturdy mendicants and 
professional beggars, whether male or female, breed vice and im- 
posture in their most hideous forms. In large cities there are 
many difficulties in the performance of the Christian duty of per- 
sonally visiting and relieving the poor. But benevolence can 
never want legitimate objects for its exercise in the metropolis, so 
long as we see the governors of those noble institutions, our great 
London hospitals, compelled to issue the most urgent applications 
for public support—for the want of a larger measure of which, 
hundreds of the suffering and indigent poor are turned away from 
their doors. Nor are there wanting parochial and district cha- 
rities in every quarter of the metropolis, and in every large town, 
the committees of which perform the duty of personal visitation, 
and exercise due care in the selection of the proper recipients of 
their bounty. 

And now with mirth and laughter let Old Christmas come! In 
ducal halls, in suburban villas, in comfortable farm-houses, in the 
snug drawing-room and smaller parlour, in the humbler dwelling 
of the honest artisan and the farm-labourer, may there be heard 
the musical laugh of young girls, bubbling up to their lipslike the 
waters of some pure fountain, and the hearty and unrestrained 





1oar of Lrothers, friends, and b»0n companions, Draw the cur- 
tains; shut out the world; pile high the blazing log! And 
now, all needful preliminaries having been made, we wish our 
readers, one and all,a Merry Curistmas AND A Harpy New 
Year! G. C. 








CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Boxing-night falling this yearon Monday deprives the weekly critic 
of an early notice, unless he can contrive to anticipate theatrical doings, 
Different managers, however, are naturally desirous to conceal their 
plans until the very last; and some prudently object altogether to 
anticipate the surprise of the evening. What, however, can be done to 
gratify curiosity we will attempt. 

The PantTomimes this year will be more numerous than usual. 

At Droury-Lanp, the task of providing this species of enteze 
tainment has been confided to Mr. E. L. Blanchard, who furnishes the 
introduction; but the comic scenes, or “ pantomime proper” will be 
prepared by the well-practised hand of Mr. Ne'son Lee. In it will 
be introduced ** Les Femmes Volantes,” from the Theatre de l’Ambigu, 
under the title of “ The Flying Women and Celestial Aéronauts.” 
Tom Matthews is engaged for Clown, Halford will be the Pantaloon, 
Milanothe Harlequin, Miss Annie Cushine the Columbine, and the Sprites 
by the Elthaire family. A new three-act drama likewise is announced, 
written by Mr. Merk Lemon, and in which Mr. T. Mead will appear. Farce 
and ballet also are to be added to the entertainments, which are stated in 
the puffs preliminary, to ‘* be on a most extensive scale, unprecedented 
in 7 annals of theatricals for novelty, splendour, and mechanical 
wonders.” 


From the pantomime at the HayMarkET great things are ex- 
pected, as it is understood that it will be the production of Mr. Buckstone 
himself, and founded on a comical fairy tale which has been overlooked 
by the Planchés, Taylors, and Talfourds. Mr. Buckstone, has, in fact, 
gone to an unusual source fir his story—namely, to Southey’s poetry. 
* Harlequin and the Three Bears; or, Little Silverhair and the Fairies,” 
is thetile. Theprogramme of the scenery promises much variety and 
splendour, and, we are told, it is all new; so that, for picturesqueness 
and beauty, it is not likely to be exceeded. Mr. Buckstone has de- 
cided on a wholesome regulation during the holidays—he announces 
that the performances will not only commence punctually at seven, but 
close at eleven. 

Next inrank we take the Princess’; and here we shall meet 
with the production of Mr. George Ellis, underthe title of “ Harlequin 
and the Millerand his Men; or, King Salamander and the Fairy of 
the Azure Lake.” The plot is sufficiently indicated by this description, 
and there can be no doubt that the appointments will be of a costly dee 
ecription. The character of Clown will be sustained by M. Huline; Mr. 
Paulo being the Pan‘aloon, and Mr. Cormack the Harlequin. The 
Columbine will be most attractively personated by Mis3 Desborsugh. 

For the ADELPHI, it is understood, that Mr. Mark Lemon has 
written a grand magical spectacle, called “‘ Number Nip and the Spirit 
Bride.” Number Nip, King of the Gnomes, has been subject to the 
Counts of Wolyenstein, and can only bes:t atliberty by certain conditions 
to be fulfilled by a bride on the day of her espousal. To accomplish this, 
Estella, a sylph, inthe power of the Gnome, is compelled to assune a 
mortal shape, and her endeavours to secure the love of Count Rudolf, 
form the action of the drama, which abounds in magical effects and 
splendid appointments. 

From the pantomime at the Otymric great things ought to be 
expected; for it will be, we understand, the production of Mr. Tom 
Taylor. The title is ‘* Harlequin Columbus; or, the Old World and the 
New”—a rich subject, though somewhat of a serious character. The 
history of Columbus is one of the most pathetic narratives in the world. 
Mr. Taylor, however, is famous for a kind of cynical fun, and will 
doubtless contrive to teach, as well as toamuse. The Rochez family will, 
in this, sustain the three réles of Clown, Pantaloon, and Sprite. Mr. More- 
land will be Harlequin, and Miss Wyndham, Columbine. 

At the MarYLEBoNE THEATRE, the pantomime will be contri- 
buted by Mr. Nelson Lee. It is entitled, “* Harlequin Ugly-Mug, and 
my Lady Lee, of Old London-bridge broken down.” Of the manner in 
which it will be supported, it may be sufficient to state that the Clown 
will be represented by Kileno; the other names; have not reached us. 
Stonehenge by moonlight forms the introductory scene. 

At SapLer’s WELLS, the pantomime will be, as usual, the 
handywork of the acting manager, Mr. Greenwood. Deulin is to be the 
Clown; Naylor, the Pantaloon ; C. Fenton, Harlequin ; and Miss Caroline 
Parkes, Columbine. 

At the Srranp, Mr. Flexmore is engaged for the Clown; 
Bologna, for Harlequin ; Griffith, for Pantaloon; and Mis: Goward, as 
Columbine. The pantomime will be eniitled “ Liarlequin and King 
Nutcracker.” In order to give more effect to the performance, a new 
stage has been constructed. 


The Surrey will again resort to Alfred Crowquill for the 
literary portion of the pantomime. “ King Muffin; or, Harlequin 
Heartcake, and the Fairies of the Glow-worm Glade.” Doug ty is, we 
understand, to te the Clown; Bradbury, the Pantaloon; Alexander, the 
Harlequin; and the Misses Gunniss, Columbine and Harlequina. 

AstLEY’s and the City or Lonpvon will be supplied 
by Mr. Neleon Lee with their respective pantomimes. At the 
icrmer theatre, the entertainment will be entitled “ Old Billy 
Button’s Journey to Brentford, or Harlequin and the Lady’s Fa- 
vourite.” At the latter, the name of the forthcoming pantomime is 
called the “ Ocean Queen; or, Harlequin and the Mystics Branch.” 


The Victoria promises “‘the most gorgeous Christmas panto- 
mime ever produced at a minor theatre.’’ 


Mr. Planché, as usual, will be the presiding Christmas genius of 
the Lyceum. The extraveganza to be written by him is promised to 
be accompanied with brilliant spectacular accessories, surpassing even 
the previous efforts made at this house. It is suggestively eniitled “* Oace 
on a Time there were Three Kings.” 


The NaTIoNaAL STANDARD theatre produces a pantomime com- 
prehending no fewer than twenty-three new and beautiful scenes, and 
to be supported by Mr. Buck as Clown, and “ the world’s wonder,” Miss 
and Master Barnum. 


Of extra-theatrical entertainments likely to prove peculiarly 
attractive, “Mr. ALBERT SmirH’s Mont BLANC,” that “‘ monarch of 
mountains,” deserves the first place, not only on his own account, but 
on that of his most adroit premier and public spokesman. It is not ne- 
cessary for us again to describe the improvements which have been made 
both to the lecture and the lecture-room—it will be enough for the public 
to learn that both are accessible. As a drawing-room entertainment 
the thing is perfect. What is attempted is neither elaborate nor multi- 
form; but it is exeented with an elegance which forestalls admiration 
and conciliates regard. 

Another Ascent of Mont Branc by another Mr. Smith, is 
exhibited in Leicester-square. This forms part of Mr. J. R. Smith’s GRAND 
Tour OF EvuRoPE, the whole of which may be commended as an admi- 
rable exhibition. The scenes in this series are executed with a precision 
and accuracy, perfectly surprising ; and ought to command as much at- 
tention as the same artist’s Mississippi and Missouri, a few seasons ago. 
The amoovnt of instruction to be gained from the present diorama, is very 
great, and communicated as it is through the medium of a delightful art, 
exceedingly pleasing. Mr. J. R. Smith is a good lecturer, and imparts 
hie knowledge with much grace. : 

Mr. Love, the polyphonist, has a new and original entertain- 
ment lately written for him, and comprehending many characters 
drawn with considerable dramatic skill, which will, no doubt, afford as 
great delight to her Mojesty’s lieges in this metropolis, as it has recently 
given in Dublin. The production is entitled “* The London Season,” and 
will be found full of first-rate humour, illustrated with some new ventri- 
loquial effects well calculated to excite especial wonder. Mr. Love 
stands at the head of all modern professors of this art, if indeed he may 
not be said to be the only true polyphonist in existence. This word, ex- 
cellently descriptive of the more refined examples of ventriloquial skill, 
was indeed firat vented by him; and it may be legally doubted whether 
any other person be really entitled to it as an individual appellation; 
but, whether ornot this be the case, he is the polyphonist par excellence; and 
those who are delighted with this kind of exhibition will fiad their taste 
in him justified by the artistic excellence of his performance. As tothe 
entertainment itself, which serves in part for the vehicle of such special 
talent, it deserves a distinctive character. It is a monodrama of high 
order, and is throughout so impersonated as to make demands on various 
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histrionic eueceptibilities—and Mr. Love may claim to be a distia- 
guished actor. Wehave indeed sometimes wished that we could see 
him on the stage. He would do old Farren’s parts capitally. 

Mr. W. S. Wooprn is also in London for the holidays, and 
dignifies his entertainment with the sounding title of “ Myriographic.” 
This is a big name; but Mr. Woodin ia no little man, and has taste as 
well as talent. His “ Carpet Bag, and Sketch Book” will doubtiees 
attract his many admirers to the Regent Gallery on the 26th Decemb:r, 
announced for their re. opening. 

The Quadrant will also rejoice in the presence of Mr. ALFRED 
Bunn, who advertises an entertzinment replete with his resent American 
experiences, and to be appropriately called “A Visit from Joha to 
Jonathan.” He will deliver his lecture in a splendid room, which is 
announced as being fitted up for the especial purpose. 

At the Asratic Gattery, Biker-street Bazaar, the Moving 
Diorama from Calcutta to the Himalaya, will be open for the holidays; 
also, at the CycLorAMA and CoLosseuM, Regent’s-park, the Panorama, 
of the Destruction of Lisbon and of London, both by day and night, will 
lose nothing of their usual attraction. The latter may yet boast of its 
admirable Museum of Sculpture, its Conservatories, its Swiss Cottages 
and its Music. 

Talking of music, we perceive that at Biacrove’s Rooms, 
Mortimer-street, an Introductory Lecture will be given on the 
29th December, for the purpose of affording public practice to young 
vocal and instrumental performers. An excellent idea! 

Burrorp’s Panorama, in Leicester square, wiil also merit the 
attention of holiday sight-seers, who seek instruction as well as amuse- 
ment. A new panorama of CONSTANTINOPLE has been opened only 
this week, and exhibits a Golden Horn, Valley of Sweet Waters, 
Pera, Galatz, the various palaces, Scutari, Tower of Leander, the Seven 
Towers, Santa Sophia, and all the Mosques, the Sea of Marmora, with 
Mount Olympus in the distance. and the Bosphorus, with the combined 
British and French fleets. Mr. Burford’s Panoramas of the Granada and 
the Alhambra, and of the Bernese Alps, still also continue open for ex- 
hibition. 

At the Royat GALLERY oF ILLUSTRATION, it is intended to 
deliver a lecture on the North-West Passage, from authorities con- 
tributed by Captain Inglefield, R.N., in addition to the pictures of Con- 
stantinople and St. Petersburg, and the Diorama of the Ocean Mail to 
the Cape, India, and Australia. 

Mr, Samvret Lover promises to appear in the field, through 
his representative, Mr. E. L. Hime, for whom he has composed certain 
** Songs and Sayings,” which can scarcely fail of popular appreciation. 

Madame Tussavup’s Exursition has been strengthened, for the 
edification of the loyal, with groups of the Queen, Prince Albert, Prince 
of Wales, Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, the 
Princesses Helena and Louisa, and Prince Arthur. 

The GarveEns of the ZooLogicaL Society, Rezent’s Park, will 
be open to visitors at sixpence a dav, from Christmas-eve to January 6. 
An ex'ensive collection of living fish, and other marine animals, has 
been made, end a magnificent specimen of the giant ant-eater, two 
crocodiles, and an immense grisly bear, added. 

The Royat Panorticon of Scrence and Art, in Leicester- 
square, opens to the visitor both amusement and utility in the photo- 
graphic department, which is now in full operation, 

Barts and Concerts, of course, are properties of the festive 
season; and the usual notices of Moirato’s Promenade Concerts at St. 
Martin’s-hall, Long-acre, have appeared. Twenty-four concerts, com- 
mencing on the 19th inst., are advertised. 

At the Rorat Marionette THEATRE, the Hungarian Con- 
certs will, probably, continue; while Mr. Hatch, atthe SALLE Ronin, 
will proceed with his “Irish Tourist Ticket;” and Mrs. Gibbs, at the 
Hipernia, next the Polytechnic, continues, we believe, her entertain 
ment of * The Emerald Isle.” The PoLYTECHNIC itself will, of course, 
present its numerous attractions; and Mr. Wyld’s Great GLOBE, in 
Leicester-aqua‘e, will continue its daily—or, rather, hourly—lecture, 
and the exhibition of its maps, models, and other aids to geographical 
study. 





The Society of British Musicians had their Second Concert of 
this Season on Monday evening, at Erat’s Rooms, in Berners-sireet. 
The instrumental pieces were—Mozart’s Quintet in A, for clarinet 
rrincipale and stringed instruments; a Trio (MS.) for the pianoforte, 
violin, and violoncello, by Mr. Aguilar; a Quartet for two violins, 
viola, and violoncello, by Mr. R. Barnett; and a “ Diecetto” for the 
pianoferte, with stringed and wind instruments, by Mr. J. H. Griesbach. 
The vecal music consisted of a song, ‘** Ah, that I could wing my way,” 
composed by Mr. W. Watson, and sung by Miss M. Wells; a canzonet, 
“ Ah, cream not,” by Mr. H. Graves, and sung by Mr. Redfearn; Mr. 
C. E. Stevens’s Duet, ‘‘ Music,” sung by the Misses Wells; Wallace’s 
Song, “In happy moments,” sung by Mr. Walter Bolton; a Song by 
Mr. W. Watson, ‘‘ Why should I blush,” sung by Miss J. Wells; and 
Baruett’s Trio, “‘ This magic-wove scarf,” from the ‘* Mountain Sylph,” 
sung by Mics J. Wells, Mr. Redfearn, and Mr. Bolton. The various 
performances went off exceedingly well, and were warmly applauded by 
a crowded audience. 

There have been three great performances of the “ Messiah” 
this week—on Wednesday evening, at St. Martin’s Hall, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Hullah; on Thureday evening, at Exeter Hall, by the 
London Sacred Harmonic Society, under the direction of Mr. Surman ; 
andon Friday cvening, by the Sacred Harmonic Society, under the 
direction of Mr. Costa. 

M. Moirato has commenced a series of Promenade Concerts at 
St. Martin's Hall, in imitation of those of Jullien The first took place 
on Monday evenin:. There was a large andcompetent orchestra; Miss 
Cicely Nott was the vocalist ; and a good selection of music was performed 
to the satisfaction of a numerous assemblage. 


The Wednesday Evening Concert of this week was by no means 
remarkable. Its principal features were Mendelssohn’s music in the 
‘* Midsummer Night’s Dream,” and a selection from Balfe’s opera, “‘ The 
Bohemian Girl.” Madame Amedei sang the fine scena from “‘ Semira- 
mide,” “In ei barbara sciagura,” producing a great effect by her 
beautiful voice and expressive style. The rest of the miscellaneous 
music was of an ordinary description. 


On Monday last, at the Wolverton Institution, Mr. W. West 
gave a lecture on the ‘ Clowns and Fools of Shakspeare,” with musical 
illustrations by Miss Vaughan. 


Royat AcapEMy oF Music.—Kine’s ScnoLarsuirs.—The 
examination for these scholarships, which become annually vacant—one 
for young ladies and one for young gentlemen—took place on Monday 
last. The number of candidates was eighteen—seven Jadies and eleven 

entlemen. Thescholars elected were Miss Rosa P. Lyne and Mr. John 

Jarnett (re-elected). Miss Rosetta Vinning was re-elected a scholar for 
one year. Mr. John Cheshire was specially commended. The following 
were commended: Miss Cazaly and Miss Southgate; and Messrs. Wat- 
son, Wheeldon, Schroeder, and Masom, 


MapaME Meport, who was so duly commended by the En- 
an public in the last season at Covent-garden Theatre, now at St. 
etersburg, has fully confirmed our judgment of her musical talents. 
She has performed the characters of ‘ Lucrezia Borgia;” Alice, in 
** Roberto il Diavolo;” Norina, in “Don Pasquale;” and Norma. In 
all her characters she has been warmly received. 


Ricnmonp.—A concert under the immediate patronage of the 
Duchesses of Gloucester and Cambridge, and the Marchioness of Queens- 
bury, was given on Tuesday evening last, at_the Castle Hotel, tor the 
benefit of the ‘poor inhabitants of Richmond. The following eminent 
artistes kindl —— so benevolent an object:—Miss Stabbach and 
Miss Wells, Mr. J. L. Hatton, Mr. George Perren, and Mr. Wrighton. 
The concert was fully and fashionably attended. 


A Misrr.—A man, named Beaving, died last week at Chil- 
compton, in Dorsetshire, aged 93. He would deny himself almost every 
necessary, either food, fire, or clothing. After his death there was dis- 
covered hid about the coxage nearly £200, principally in guineas and 


half-guineas 3; several suits of cluthes, rotten from lying by; and a quan- 
tity of coal in a pantry, which was bought by him about twenty-one 
since, but which he was too niggard to burn; also a will, wherein 

le bequeathed £309, which, it seems, he had put out at interest, together 
with bis other money, &c., to some relatives in America, leaving a poor 
old relative, who had rendered him every assistance in her power, Witi- 
out a shilling. 





CHRISTMAS BOOKS. 


ALTHOUGH, with the exception of the Keepsake, the Annuals, strictly so 
spexking, are defunct, yet London publishers take advantage of the 
puree-open season of the year to send forth the most enticing of their 
volumesr. Gorgeously-tound books, glowing in crimson, purple, and 
blue covers, gilt edged, and “ got up” with particular taste and atten 
tion, litter our table. Nor is the subject matter any longer confined to 
ineipid love stories, drivelling little poems—Odes to “ my Canary,” or 
Sonnets ** on seeing Miss ° pick up a polyanthus:” all styles are 
consulted; ¢nd, accordingly, among the volumes submitted to our cri- 
ticism, we find, in addition to those books which lie upon our d-awing- 
room tables, and beguile the time of our visitors while awaiting our advent, 
many of deeper and more sezious interest. As, however, at a literary 
tribuna!, all claimants are on an equality as to right of hearing, we 
must at once commence our task, and taking the first on the pile before 
us, find we have made a lucky selection in choosing 

The Court Album (Bogue). Place aux dames! Here we have eleven 
of the fairest of our female arietocracy charmingly depicted by the 
respective artists—portraits of the Hon. Mra. Spencer Lyttelton, 
Lady Isabella Fitzmaurice, Miss Emily Yelverton, Lady Elizabeth 
Hay, Hon. 8. Pitt, Miss Bankes, Mrs. Jones (of Pant Glas), Miss 
Dawson Damer, Mrs. Farrer, Hon. Mrs. St. Leger, and Mrs. Phillipson. 
We cannot, however, congratulate Mr. Bogue upon the letter-press of 
the volume. A disregard of Lindley Murray, a tendency towards bom- 
bast, occasional anachronisms, and an evident want of subject upon 
which to exercise his talents, being among the most palpable short- 
comirgs of the literary editor. We would seriously advise Mr. Bogue, 
for the future, to rely solely on the engravings, which of themselves 
have certainly sufficient attraction, and not to tax the energies of an 
author in endeavouring to hunt up “ Froissart’s Chronicles ;” or, in the 
event of a failure, in framing romantic biographies for the subjects of 
his portraits. 

The Keepsake (Bogue) is, amongst the Annuals, “ the last rose,” whose 
prolinged existence would seem to betoken success in its very title. 
Nor does the volume before us gainsay thisfame. The literary depart- 
ment. as hitherto, is under the graceful guidance of Miss Power; and 
the illustrations have been engraved under the able superintendence of 
Mr. Frederick A. Heath. The muster-roll of contributors is strong. 
There are some fifty pieces, including nouvellettes, fairy tales, congra- 
tulatory stanzas, and songs of sentiment, such as befit the agremens of 
an Annual. Mr. Albert Smith’s pleasant sketch of romance and reality, 
entitled ** The Fairy Wedding,” will be thought too brief for its interest. 
“ The Magic Crystal; or, three Hours on the Dial of a Rhapsodist ;” by 
Mrs. Octavius Freire Owen, is a well-susteined narrative, befitting the 
taste for the mysterious: and another pretty story of the day, ‘* The 
Gold Digger,” by Eliza Julia Sparrow, shows the master-paszion in the 
disappointed gold-sceker finding a lovely bride. ‘*A Chapter on First 
Loves ” is pleesant badinage, by Mies Power; and “ The Married Man” 
is a well-told domestic story, by Mrs. Abdy. ‘The Engravings, if we 
remember rightly, are unusually spirited and attractive: they are princi- 
pally from portraits by R. Buckner end E. H. Corbould ; with two scenes 
by C. Weigall and A. Solomon. Altogether, this handsome gift-book 
well sustains the reputation of the series. 

Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard (Cundall), illustrated by 
Birket Foster, George Thomas, and “A Lady,” is decidedly the 
book of bocks before us. Beautifully printed in the old type 
that has lately become so fashionable, bound elegantly (we were 
going to say * chastely,” but the word has become vulgarised by linen- 
drapers’ placards) ; and, above all, illustrated by drawings, for the merits 
of which the names we have quoted will be a sufficient guarantee. It is 
almost invidious to specify any of these engravings, so beautifal is the 
execution of them all: the artists appear thoroughly to have entered 
into the ideas of the poet—to have refined and etherealised, even as 
he refined and etherealised ; and, withal, to have imbibed that observa- 
tion and love of rural nature with which the whole poem is fragrant. 
Were we to particularise, we shculd name the “ incense-breathing 
morn,” “how bowed the woods beneath their sturdy stroke,” ‘the 
brock that babbles by”—by Mr. Birket Foster; and the “ Village 
Hampden,” by Mr. Thomas, as the gems of the volume. 

Feathered Favorites (Bosworth).—Twelve coloured pictures of Bri- 
tish birds, from drawings by Joseph Wolf, is worthy of a better 
title than that allotted to it, which indicate a book for children, rather 
than the exquisitely-tinted volume full of natural history and artistic 
designs, which first wins our eye by its tasteful exterior, and then 
rivets our attention by the truthful execution of the subjects it portrays. 
Quaint and appropriate selections from our poets are appended to each 
i)lustration; thus rendering the book one well worthy of a place on our 
library ehelves, after it has done duty for a few months on our drawing- 
room tables. 

The Life of Martin Luther, illustrated in fifty pictures from designs 
by Gustav Kénig (Cooke), is a book, the mere title of which will at 
once commend it tothe more thinking of our readers. The career of 
the Great Reformer is here fully represented, and the illustrations of 
M. Kinig breathe the true spirit of his Vaterland. These pictures—the 
first of which shows the birth of Luther; the last, his death—have a 
certain quaint Albert Durer-ishness about them, which is refreshing in 
these days of stereotyped mawkishness and sentimental beauty. 

The Book of Celebrated Poems (Sampson Lew) is a well selected 
volume of Favourite Poems with illustration; by Kenny Meadows, G. 
Dodgson, J. W. Cope, and J. Ferguson. The Desigus by Meadows and 
Dodgson are in the best style of those well-known artists; those of Cope 
are scarcely equal to his reputation; while those of Ferguson are me- 
diocre, cr worse. The volume is a very handsome one, and will be wel- 
come in many circles; but it may be asked were there no poets to select 
from, between the era of Burns and the present time, except Coleridge, 
Charles Swain, and Delta? Perhaps the law of copyright stood in the 
way—but even this does not sufficiently explain the omission. The 
introductory article on poetry is well and feelingly written. 

Turn we to the bocks of travel; and, foremost among them, we find 
The Young Voyageurs, by Captain Mayne Reid (Bogue). Here our enter- 
prising author hus depicted the adventures of the three young brothers 
whom he had formerly introduced to us as the “‘ Boy Hunters,” among 
the fur regions of the far Norih. In this account, Captain Reid (who has 
taken to himeelf an entire specialité of his own, blending the pleasant 
conversational style of the defunct Peter Parley with an amount of 
vraisemblance and a knowledge of natural history not possessed by that 
entertaining story-teller) furnishes us with a history of * hairbreadth 
*ecapes” and “dangers by fleod and field,” woven into a tale which will 
delight the heart of most of the malerising generation, and furnish them 
with ample amusement during their leisure time in the approaching 
Christmas vacation. 

Ocean and her Rulers (Grant and Griffith) is a book of wonderful re- 
search. When we inform our readers that it professes to be a “ narrative 
of the nations which have from the earliest ages held dominion over the 
sea,” and that it comprises “‘a brief history of navigation from the 
remotest periods up to the present time,” we may, perhaps, be excused 
from entering into a more detailed statement. 

An Englishman's Life in India (Binns and Goodwin) affords much 
information, genially and pleasantly told ; while An Znglishman’s 
Travels in America, from the same publishers, not only ‘‘ out-Herods 
Herod,” but out-Uncle Tommies Uncle Tom, in its forcible delinea- 
tion of the horrors of slavery, and the unrefined state of our Transatlantic 
cousins. 

Among the books more especially addressed to children, The Black 
Princess (Routledge and Co.) endeavours to portray the subject of 
slavery in a form less exaggerated, and more suitable for the capacities 
of children. The authoress, Mrs. Jane Besset, has succeeded in her aim. 

A Round of Games (Bogue) is a printed formula of those amusements 
which tend to shorten a winter’s evening, and will serve to instruct 
young and old in many a harmless pastime. 

Cat and Dog (Grant and Griffith), Pretty Stories for Good Children (J- 
W. Parker), Saturday and Sunday, and Aims and Ends (J. Maclehose), 
are moral stories, which will form acceptable Christmas presents from 
parents to their children. 

Ermengarde Sydney (Hope and Co.) and The Loves of an Apothecary 
(Clarke, Beeton, and Co.) have no peculiar Christmas tendency, and 
might have been published at any other time. They are, however, 
amusingly written, and will doubtless obtain a sufficient circulation 
among the readers of light literature. 

An Mlustrated Edition of Mr. Martin Farquhar Tupper’s Proverbial 
Philosophy (Hatchard) merits a more extended notice than our present 
limits will allow : the Illustrations exceed sixty in number, from the pen- 
cils of Cope, Horsley, Pickersgill, Tenniel, Birket Foster, Corbould, &c. 


LATEST BETTING AT TATTERSALL’S ON THURSDAY EVENING. 
DERBY. 
138 to 1 agst Dervieh (t) 25 to ] agst Ruby (t) 


25 to 1 agst Acrobat (t) 
22 to 1 —— Wild Huntsman (t) 


40 to 1 Corin (t) 





TOWN AND TABLE-TALK ON LITERATURE, ART, &c. 


THE two great facts connected with literature and art during the pre- 
sent week have been the publication, by Lord John Russell, of two new 
volumes of “ Tom Moore’s Journals,” and the appearance of a very 
thick folio ‘ Blue Bock” (price 12s. 6d.), containing the evidence given 
before the recent Commons’ Committee of Inquiry into the National 
Gallery. 

We thall, doubtless, have occasion to quote at some length from this 
further instalment of Moore’s Memoirs; but, in the meantime (without 
pronouncing any opinion of our own), it will not be out of place if we 
prepare our readers for our after criticism, by telling what i3 said in 
clubs and elsewhere of the volumes so recently submitted to the public. 
Some are angry, some indifferent; others think they have nearly had 
enough; and some few feel, or affect to feel, that the public haz had too 
large a dose already of the Memoirs of the Irish Songster. 

In the Appendix to the National Gallery Evidence will be found the 
recommendations of Prince Albert, to which we called attention some 
weeks ago. The letter—and itis,in every sense of the word, an admi- 
rable one—is accompanied by a list of the most eminent painters— 
classed according to their several schools, and the periods when they 
flourished. The list has been compiled, we observe, under the directions 
of Sir Charles Eastlake and Mr. Wornum ; and, though very full (too 
full, perhaps), contains omissions of moment in the School about which 
we, as Englishmen, should of course feel the most interested—we mean 
the British School. When we find a recommendation that it is desir- 
able to have a specimen of Sir Robert Ker Porter (a very small speci- 
men, we presume), we are somewht sarprised at not finding ths name of 
our English Hobbema among the artists whose works reflect credit on 
our Island School. The list includes the name of Alexander Nasmyth, 
the father, but not of his more distinguished son, Patrick Nasmyth, 
Atk Mr. Bicknell what he would take for his fines: Patrick Nasmyth > 
We should like to see it hung by Lord Hatherton’s Hobsema. The first 
would stand the trial well. When revising the list, the President of 
the Royal Academy should have remembered that Henry Singleton was 
never an “ R.A.” 

Artists are praising his Royal Highness’s letter, and with reason. How 
excellent are the cpinions contained in the following paragraphs :— 

“ Public opinion seems to be azreed that as far, at least, as relates to 
painting, a National Gallery siiould be as complete a school of ar: as it 
is possible to create; and, with this view, that the endeavour should not 
be merely to form a collection of pictures by good masters, such a3 a pri- 
vate gentleman might wish to possess, but to afford the best possible 
means of instruction and education in the art to thoze who wish to study 
it ecientificaliy in its history and progress.” 

Not lees excellent are his Royal Wighness’s reasons fur compiling and 
submitting his catalogues. ‘‘ Were a catalogue of this nature 
to be adopted as the guide to future acquisitions, the Go- 
vernment might often be in a position to make a compa- 
ratively cheap purchase of some picture required to complete a parti- 
cular eeries, or as a specimen of a particular school—care being always 
taken that the picture so purchased should be both a standard work 
of the master whom it is sought to represent, and that it should possess 
merit in itself as a work of art.” The Prince, however, has other 
reasons, and not less weighty ones, to advance :—“ A further advantage 
would arise from the possession of a catalogue, showing thu; the ree 
quirements cf the Gallery, that private individuals who might possess 
specimens of the masters required to complete the collection, would 
thus be made aware of the want, and ssight be induced to present them 
to the nation. At present it would seem to be as difficult for any one 
to know what to offer, as it is for the trustees to know what to accept ; 
and hence it may often happen that a refusal on the part of the latter, 
of what might be valuable as an illustration of some particular school, 
not only injures the collection, but indisposes others to make similar 
offers.” We wish his Royal Highness would extend his researches to 
the wants of the British Museum. A list of standard English Books 
in their first, later, and best editions would be a valuable accession to 
the knowledge possessed even by the best informed of the literature of 
Great Britain. 

Maguylp, the rising Scottish artist, was funny the other night in his 
details of the evidence given by Sir Edwin Landseer. Our great painter 
had never seen the Dresden Gallery, and had only been onc: to Paris; 
and it was somewhat doubtful if, when there, he had ever seen the 
Louvre. But the humour of Maguylp was not confined to the indif. 
ference of Sir Edwin: he had also some of his quaint sayings at the tip 
of his tongue. We remember one: “ Whenever a picture is sold, the 
first thing done is to carry it off to a picture restcrer, or a picture liner. 
or a picture cleaner—no matter what its conditionis. It is exactly the 
same thing when you purchase a horse; your groom assures you that 
he will be all right when he has had a dose of physic through him; the 
aforesaid groom never reflecting (no more than your picture-dealer) 
whether the horse wants the physic or not.” We must see Maguylp 
again, and record afew more of his gleanings from the blue-book and 
the conversation of his brother artists. 

A new cociety has just been started in Kensington, for the purpo'e of 
extending a taste for the Fine Arts, and one, from the names of those 
actively connected with it, as well as its admirable locality, that is sure 
to take root and flourish. The idea is said to have originated in the 
success Of a similar institution at Hampstead ; and the first meeting was 
held, by Mr. Wolley’s kind permission, on Thursday, the 15th inst., in 
thet brave old Jacobean mansion, Great Campden House, Kensington. 
The drawings contributed were numerous and good (and, in many in- 
stances, new to the frequenters of similar gatherings) ; but the attraction 
to many was the fine old house itself, with its contemporary staircase (re- 
cently revealed), and its fine gallery, with its low flat ornamented 
ceiling of the time, carrying some twenty gooi old glass chandeliers of 
William and Mary’s age; burning not gas, so destructive to 
beauty, but candles—your genuine full-grown Palace wax, not a 
Palace end about the house. A Murillo begged from the Standish 
collecticn before transmission to Louis Philippe, attracted a great 
deal of attention, but it was not seen to advantage. As Mr. Wolley 
has mest liberally offered to house, and coffee and tea, and to light up 
the members for the first season, we shall have the occasion for renewing 
our acquaintance with the Murillo and the treasures of Campden House ; 
or, as some one called it (from the family name of Viscount Campden, 
and his house in the East of London), Hicks’s-hall, Kensington. 

Some sixty-one brief unsigned notes, in the disguised hand-writing 
of Charles I., written when at Carisbrook Castle, and designed to faci- 
litate his escape, have just come to light, and within the last week 
were sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson for fifty-one guineas. They 
will be added, it is said, to the Titus Correspondence on the same sub- 
ject, recently purchased by the Trustees of the British Maseum—nor 
could they find a more appropriate resting place. Their first would 
appear to have been dirty enough. 

Two of our contemporaries (the Atheneum and Blackwood) have 
committed a strange error in their notice of the Report on the National 
Gallery. Their quotations are taken from the rejected report of the 
Chairman, not the adopted Repert of the Commitice. Colonel Mure, 
the chairman, has pointed out the ludicrous blunder in a letter to the 
Morning Chronicle, How Papyrius Cursor would have reveiled im this 
double mistake. 


Lord Aberdeen has just announced to the late Mr. Sim»son’s 
family, that, in consideration of their father’s public services, her Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to grant them a pension of £.00 a year, 
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SicuT-sEERS and holiday-keepers have, for many years past, in their 
visits to our metropolitan Cathedral, expressed their regret that the 
paintings of the inner dome have been hidden from mortal eye by the | 
accumulated dirt and grime of years. The blank appearance of the | 
vast church has been a subject of regret from the time of ad 
erection; and the rejection of the offer of Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
and other great painters, to decorate the piers of the building, 
has long been a tantalising record in its history, and has not 
been lessened by the spectator looking upward, and _ there 
behelding the only attempt at pictorial decoration “in dark- 
ness visible.” Sir Christopher Wren intended to have lined this dome 
with mosaic; but, as a cheap substitute for this decoration, Sir James 
Thornhill was engaged to paint the vast concave with a series of events 
in the Life of St. Paul, for which the artist is stated by Walpole 
to have received only forty shillings a square yard! They do not pos- 
sess very great merit : but it should be recollected that they were executed 
in such a cituation as to preclude an artist’s best efforts; and, as bargainers 
say, “ consider the price.” For many years past, these pictures, viewed 
from the pavement of the Cathedral, have presented merely indications 
of forms mingled with patches of broken plaster; from the Whispering 
Gallery, the sad decay was still more evident; and, upon the lighting 
of the Cathedral with gas, at the funeral of the late Duke of Welling- 
ten, the effect was still worse. Whatever may be the merits of 
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RESTORATION OF THE FAINTINGS IN 8T. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, 


Thornhill’s pictures, it must be conceded that they were, at least, worthy | 
of being preserved; and their restoration has been often mooted. In 1821, 

when the new ball was fixed on the dome, attention was drawn to the 

state of the pictures; but the want of funds, and the great expense of | 
raising a scaffolding for the repair of the plaster, and the restora~ 
tion of the paintings, prevented anything being done in the_ 
matter, which would have been costly; for the proposals included a | 
scaffold built from the ground, and a platform covering the whole area | 
of the dome at its springing. When the circumstances obtained pub- | 
licity, Mr. Parris, the artist, was induced to contrive a moveable appa- | 
ratus, by means of which he could readily approach every part of the | 
dome, and thus effect the repair and restoration safely, and at a com- 
paratively small expense; though it should be explained that the plas- 
ter had not then euffered to the extent it has since. A model, showing 
the nature of Mr. Parris’s contrivance, was sent to the proper authori- 
ties, with a tender to execute the restoration for a moderate sum; but 
it was stated, in reply, that the Cathedral funds in hand would not war- 
rant the expenditure. The contrivance was approved of by those 
best able to judge of its capabilities; and among them was Professor 
Cockerell, conservating architect of the Cathedral ; who, in 1829, again 
brought the proposal before the authorities, and introduced Mr. Parris 
and his model of the scaffold to the Dean and Chapter, who smiled ap: 
probation; but still there were “no funds ;” and the model was con- 
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signed to the Institute of British Architects. In 1845 the matter weg 
once more agitated, andthe late Dean ascended to the Whispering Gal- 
lery with Mr. Parris, to ascertain the state of the dome; but the result 
ended with a repetition of “no funds.” About the middle of the last 
were to be restored; 
so much worse than 
Parris, it was deemed 


but, as the state of the plastering was 
when the first proposal was made by Mr. 
requisite to raise or construct a scaffold capable of allowing 
at least eight workmen to operate at one time. This has been effected 
by Mr. Parris, aided by Mr. Penrose, who has solved the problem very 
satisfactorily, and at a cost comparatively trifling; and the first pole 
was raised on March 1. The construction has a strange appearance: it 
consists of platforms suspended one above the other in the dome, so 
the repair of the 
simultaneously. From the main cor- 
number of poles, 32 feet long, the thick end resting on the cornice, ard 
some of them (three out of five) secured by bolts through the wall of 
the dome. At the other end these are secured to a cross pole, which is 
carried by three wire ropes passing through the eye of the cupola, and 
seoured to the main timbers of the outer dome. There is a stout flooring 
of boards upon the poles, and an inclosure round its edge about 3 feet 
high, Ata height of 30 feet above this first floating platform there is 
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a second of similar construction, and then at another 30 feet a third- 
Upon the first platform is a scaffold, consisting of five pairs of shears, 
each constructed of two hal/-poles lashed together at thetop; and thus the 














A. The platform used by the plasterers. 

B. An upper platform used at the commencement of the work—now taken 
down, as it was found to obstruct the light. 

C CCC. Baskets used by the painters, which can be raised or lowerei at 
pleasure. 

D. Is a gutta percha tube for communicating from above or below. 

EEE. Wire ropes sustaining the scaflolding towards the centre of dor 


n 
nm 


The height of tte platform from the pavement, is 160 feet, andf 
the same tothe centre of the inner dome, 220 feet. Each rope was tested 
with eight tons, and there have been as many as twenty-three persons 
upon the platform at once, since it was completed. Its extent enables 
the artist to 1etire twenty-four feet from the picture to seeits effect. It 
is more free from oscillation than a wooden scaffolding would have 
been, strange 2s it may appear; and it has not cost half the amount of 
a wooden erection. It is ascended by a flight of steps or ladder, sur- 
rounded with canvas, from @ window in the drum of the dome. 

Mr. Parris, in commencing his work of restoration, or rather repainting, 
the pictures, found twenty-five feet of the stucco, all round the dome, so 
far perished as to require ;lastering afresh (with lime, sand, and puz- 
zolana), the old work being cut down to the brickwork. When one 
quarter of the picture has been repainted, the platforms will be shif-ed; 
the lower one being used for the plastering; and the baskets through- 





whole height of the dome for one-eighth of its extent is commanded. 
The contrivance will be better understood by aid of the accompanying 
diagram :— 
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These are firmly fastened to the ends of the platform, and pas; through 
the opening to the lantern, where they are carried over the floor of the 
gallery, and thence through the circular openings, and are then fastened 
to the upright beam work, by a continuation of hemp rope, from D. 
The end of the platform near the wallof the dome,rests upon tue coraicze, 
and is firmly secured by a ring bolt, which i; made to pass thraazh the 
wall of the inner dome : this is seen in the diagram at Figs. 1 aad 5. 


out for the painting, a3 they do not offer any obstruction to the light 
which comes up from the circle of wiaduws adove the Whisper- 
ing Gallery. Mr. Parris is heightening the tone of the subjects 
2s much light and vigour as possible, and carrying the general 
colour of the stonework t*roughout the fabric into the dome. The 
compartment of Paul and Barnabas at Lystra is finished, and will be 
seen at once on entering the north door, when the scaffuld is removed. 
Mr. Parris considers that the pictures were origizally painted by Thorn- 
hill much lighter than they now appear, and that the boiled oil with 
which they were worked has changed. The medium he is now using is 
encaustic, his own “ marble medium.” 

Putting on one side the vital. error in the general arrangement, 
whereby the endeavour is made by painting to traasform the cupola 
into a drum of upright walls,the pictures are works of merit, and the heads 
are painted with much force. The figures are each fourteen feet high. 





CHESS. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


RICARDO.—The best we have seen of your invention. It shall appear shortly. 
H. L., of C. H. C. C.—Ircifferent only 
H. W., of Wak: field.—It is pretty good, and shall have insertion when we are less pressed for 


room. 

A. 8., Bridgnorth._Black has an officer for two Pawns. We shculd take his game for 
choice; but. as the position is to be played out, must decline suggesting “ the best first 
two moves.’’ 

A SUBSCRIBER FROM FirsT.—It shall be reported on in the next Number. 

not think your solution sound. 

rf: ctly correct. 

MOFUSSI iner, not to be behind with its contemporary in the Western 
Presidency, has commenced giving a series of excellent Chess Problems, Games, and articles 
on the game. 

ANGLO-INDIAN.—You are right in the one. The other you have not yet hit. 3 

T. H. D., Aberdeen.—Send your name and address, and you will soon meet with an 
opponent. 

. and B.—B. must replace his Rook; and, as a penalty for having made a false move, 
must then play his King. 

J. S. L.—You can Castle, after having been checked. 

C. F. &., Bromwich —1. Thanks. ‘The games are some of them very entertaining, and well 
deserving publicity. 2. We doubt the efficacy of your plan for abolishing the ‘* shilling 
play” in public rooms. In licensed bouses, there ought to be no difficul’y in putting a 
stop to it: as we believe it is decidedly illegal; but in other places it can be got rid of only 
by the determination of amateurs not to encourage asystem so derogatory to the best inte- 
rests of the game. 

R. W. W.—The Problem in question admits but of one solution, or it would be valueless. This 
solution you have missed altogether. 

J. K. B. of Isliogton; J. T. ¥.—You give only one variation, and that the easiest, of the solution 
of No. 513. Suppose Black take the Pawn, what thea? 

P. T. 8.—1. We have not room this week fora report of the meeting of the members of the 
ST. GEORGR’S CHESS-CLUB. 2. The Club, we understand, will take possession of their new 
house, No. 53, St. James-street, on the Ist of January. 3. The annual subscription is to be 
the same as before without any entrance fee, and the members to beexempt from all farther 
pecuniary responsibility 

BAGSHOT.—No: your way of playing must have lost White the game. Black would have 
dovbled his Rooks on the Q’s Rook’s file, before the Pawn could reach the 8th square. 

ENQUIRATOE. Brighton.—The Black cann>t make the move in question. 

H F. K., Sheffield —It cen be solved in five moves. 

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEM No. 613, by J. P., Sigma, T. Z. M., A. Z., Omega, Rob, Murphy, 
L.8.D.,.8 P.Q. R.. M.N.L t.. V. R. G., are correct. 

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEM No. 514, by Jack of Worcester, Annabella, Sumph, M. P., Gregory, 
Cupid, J. P. S.. A. Jer-von, T. J. of Hanworth, are correct. 

SOLUTIONS OF ENIGMAS by Derevor, M.P., Sigismund, ‘Nemo me impune, &c.” Grig, 
Jack of Worcester, Onyx, Perseus, Achi‘les, D. D., are correct. All others are wrong. 
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SOLUTION OF PROBLEM No. 512. 





1 Ki Kti h ’ BLACK. sone 1 BLACK. 
-K to Kt 8! w< | 3-Bto QB 2n . 
2ttod bah  }Foreedmowes. |$ Bor Re mares } Forced moves. 


PROBLEM No. 515. 
By E. B. C., of Princeton, U.S. 
BLACK. 
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White, playing first, gives mate in four moves. 


MONETARY TRANSACTIONS OF THE WEEK. 
(From our City Correspondent.) 


Although the amount of business doing in the Market for Nati 
Securities has not been extensive, prices have kept up cones Bt apne 
considering the progress of events in the East. The firmness in the quo- 
tations may be attributed to the steady imports of bullion, the slight 
additions to the stock of gold in the Bank of England, and 
the announcement that the Chancellor of the Exchequer is now 
in a _position to pay of the various stocks, amounting to 
£6,042,785, due on the 6: of January, without the necessity 
of throwing any sec rities upon the market. fhe large amount 
of Government deposits in the Bank~—upwards of £10,000,000— 
=e betes . = ~ ey waa lead us to the conciusion that the 

ancellor o e Exchequer has borrow 1 E 2,909, 06 i 
agp = | = indebtedness. ee eee ee ae 

very few fluctuations took placein the va'ue of English Stocx - 
day. The Three per Cents Reduced were 943 §; the New Seneuene 
Quarter per Cents, 95$ to 964; Consols for Account, 91$4 24; India Bonds 
were par to 4s. prem.; Exchequer Bills, 28. to 5s. preim. Oa Tuesday 
Bank Stock marked 219 to 220. The top price of the Three per Cenis 
Reduced was 915; and of the New Three-and-a-Quarter per Cents, 963. 
Long Annuitie- sold at 5. The Market on Wednesday was steady. The 
Three per Cents marked 95; and the New Three-and-2-Quarter per 
Cents, 963. On Thursday, the English Stock Market was flat. In prices 
very littie change took place, the Three per Cents, for the Aceount being 
quoted at 9434; the Three per Cents Reduced, 94% £3; and the New 

Exchequer Bilis, 33. to 63. prem. 





Shire ane-0-\peater per Cents, 963. 
_ Miscellaneous Securitizs have ruted tolerabiy firm. Austraiasia Joi 
Stock Bank Shares have been 823; British North American, 65; ss om 
Chartered of Australia, 153; London and County, 314; London Joint 
Stock, 274; Oriental Bank Corporation, 487: South Australia, 48; Union 
of Australia, 75; Australian Agricultural, 47; Berlin Waterworks 1g 3; 
British American Land, 76}; Canada, 77; North British Australian “a: 
De., New, #; Peel River Laad and Mineral, 5}; South Australian Land, 41. 
Hungerford-bridge Shares have marked 12; Waterloo, 53; Vauxhall, 22; 
Albion Insurance, $5; County, 125; Globe, 144 to 143; Guardian, 5945 
Imperial Fire, 375 5 Ditto, Life, 20; Pelican, 45; Phoenix, 183; Roya 
Exchange, 240; Sun, 65; Universal, 45}; Australian Royal Mail Steam 
Shares have been 2$to3; Canada Six p-rC-nt Bonds, 115; General Steam 
Navigation, 27}, Peninsula and Oriental Steam, 694, ex. div. and bonus. 
This week’s imports of bullion have been 700,000 dollars from New York 
£140,000 from Australia, and £10,000 from other quarters. With the 
exception of New York, the exchanges are still im favour of further 
[oo agua Ao Fey cae ee pre been made to the stock in the 
. ave amounte 241,435 he Eas { out 
£120,000 Rye Br ted to £241,435 to the East, and abou: 
committee has been lately formed in the City for the purpose of 
ascertaining what is the actual position of those mining companies who 
have not yet published any reports of their proceedings. The Committee 
of the Stock Exchange have offered eve-y facility in their power to aid 
the investigation. No doubt some curious iacts wiil shor ly be elicited. 
Foreign Bonds have continued tolerably firm. Russians especially 
have kept up extremely we!l, owing to the late heavy purchases on ac- 
count of the Russian Government. Ecuador Bonds have been 54; Greek 
Bonds, 7; Peruvian Kk our-and-a-Haif per Cents, 67} to 694; Portuguese 
as on — rf somo — per Cents, 1124; Kussian Four-and-a- 
ents, 98; anish Three y 2; utch Two-ai - 
Halt per Cents, 6 Pa te er Cane, Ful Cents, 463; Dutch Two-and-a 
or Railway Shares there has been only a moderate inquiry ; neverthe- 
less, the quotations have kept up extrem A wing are. 
Official closing prices on Thursday i— ples dk phagpogmelpealhcs 
8 se egy ll ar oan — Stocks.—Aberdeen, 
Dgham, an oston Junction, 5}; Caledonian, 56}; Cheate: 
Holyhead, 17; East Anglian, 33 ; Eastern Counties, 13g * haveas Rey 
853; Ditto, A, Stock, 60; Great Western, 81; Lancaster and Carlisle, 
New Thirds, 15; Lancashire and Yorkshire, 67%; Leeds Northern, 
133; London and Blackwall, 8}; London and Brighton, 100 ; London 
and North-W estern, 104; London and South-Western, 79 ; Manchester, 
Sheffield, and Lincolnshire, 244; Midland, 633; North British, 33; Ox- 
ford, Worcester, and Wolverhampton, 38; Shrewabury and Birming. 
bam, 60; York, Newcastle, and Berwick, 65; Ditto, G. N. B. Pur- 
chase, 7%. , 
Lines LEASED AT FIXED RENTALS.—Buckinghamshi ; 
RED ' cinghamshire, 103; Hull 
. “4 2 , © 7 ~ 
parodies f 110; Manchester, Euxton, and Matlock, 2Z; Wilts and So- 
PREFERENCE £HARES.—Caledonian, 101; East Anglian, 44: Fas 
Counties, New Six per Cent Stock, 14 ; Eastern Union, Ky ain mee 
203 ; Great Northern, Five per Cent, 110; Ditto, Four-and-a-Half per 
Cent, 10§; Great Western, Four-and-a-Half per Cent, 1014; Norfolk 
Extension, 1846, 107} ; South-Eastern, 24, : 
FOREIGN.—Great Indian Peninsula, 6; Grand Trunk of 
Shares aud Bonds,7}; Great Western of Canada, 20} * eee 
7%; Ditto, Guaranteed, 54; Namur and Liege, 8§ ; Northern of France, 





222; Ambergate, Not- 


were 13; British Australian Gold, §; St. John del Rey, 334: Great Nug- 
get Vein Scrip, 2}; Great Polgooth, 1{; Mariquita, {; New Grenada, 1; 
Santiago de Cuba, 5f; West Grenada, 4. 
ae Friday Afternoon. 

About an average business has been doing in the Consol market to-day. 
The Three per Cents are 8 ; the Three per Cents Reduced, 94§ 3 §; 
and the New Three-and-a- per Cents, 96 to 96}. Foreign Bonds and 
Railway Shares are steady. 








THE MARKETS. 





Corn EXCHANGE (Friday) —The supply of English wheat on sale in to-day’s market was 
very moderate. For all kinds we hada steady, though not to say brisk, demand, at fully 
Monday's prices. From abroad the imports of wheat have been larg’, viz, rather over 
29,000 quarters. A full average business was transacted in most de,criptions, oa former 
terms. Floating cargoes were in request, on Continental account. The show of barley was 
rather limited, and a good clearance was effected, at the late advance ia prices. Tasre wasa 
fair inquiry fur malt, on former terms. The arrivals of oats from Ireland having been 1 ge, 
the demand for that grain was less active, yet, in some instanees, rather more money was 
paid for old corn. Beans, peas, and flour as on Monday. 

AERIVALS.—English: wheat, 760: barley, 1890; malt, 3250; oats, 770; flour, 1920. [risn: 
barley, 2880; oats, 15,730. Foreign: wheat, 23,920; barley, 1850; oats, 19,530; flour, 10,120 
barrels 

English.—Wheat, Essex and Kent, red, 62s. to 76s.; ditto, white, 65s. to 83s.; Norfolk and 
Sutfolk, red, 61s. to 75s.; ditto, white, —s. to —s.; rye, 44s. to 46s.; grinding barley, 35s. 
36s ; distilling ditto, 37s. to 39s.: malting ditto, 403. to 46s.; Lincoln and Norfolk it, 638. to 
68s.; brown ditto, 58s. to62s.; Kingston and Ware, 67s. to 69s.; Chevalier, 703. to 71s. York< 
shire and Lincolnshire feed oats, 263, to 28s.; potato ditto, 24s. to 31s.; Youghal and Cork, 
black, 24s, to 26s.; ditto, white, 27s. to 31s.; tick beans, new, 41s. to 43s.; ditto, old, 46s. to 
503.; grey peas, 39s. to 428.; maple, 42s. to 45s.; white, 56s. to 593.3 boilers, 61s. to 63s. per 
quarter. Town-made flour, 65s. to 70s.; Suffolk, 543. to 563.; Stockton and Yor! 
54s. to 56s. per 280\bs. Foreign: French flour, —s. to —s. per sack; Americau, 35s. to 46s. 

r barrel. 
Oweods —For all kinds of seeds the demand is very inactive, and prices are barely suppsrted. 

Linseed, English, sowing. 58s. to 6vs.; Baltic crushing, 478. to 52s.; Mediterranean an 
Odessa, 50s. to 54s.; hempseed, 33s. to 38s. per quarter; Coriander, 10s. to 15s, per cwt. 
Brown mustard-seed, 10s. to 13s.; white ditto, 15s. to 1ss.; and tares, 7s. 6d. to 4s. per bushel. 
English rapeseed, £30 to £34 per last of ten quarters. Linseed cakes, English, £90s. to £10 108.3 
ditto, foreign, £9 5s. to £11 10s. per ton. Rapeseed cakes, £6 Os. to £6 10s. perton. Cae 
nary, 653. to 703. per quarter. English clover-seed, red, 56s. to 663.; ditto, white, 62s. to 80s, 

Breud.—The prices of wheaten bread in the metropolis are from 10d. to Lld.; of household 
ditto, 9d. to 10d. per 41b. loaf. 

imperial Weekly Average.—W heat, 703. 9d. ; barley, 383. 9d.; oats, 24s. 114.; rye, 43s. 7d. 
beaus, 48s. 10d.; peas, 51s. 10d. 

The Six Weeks’ Average.— Wheat, 72s. 34.; barley, 40s. 11d.; oats, 25s. 8d.; rye, 43s. 6d.; 
beans, 50s. 9d; peas, 54s. Id. . 

JVea.—Our market is heavy, and prices are drooping. 
Is. 2d. per pound. 

Suyar.—All kinds have been in improved request, and the quotations are very firm:—Mid. to 
fine yellow Barbadoes has sold at 35s. 6d. to 385. 6d.; low mid cryst dised Demerara, 33s. 6d. to 
37s. 6d.; low to mid. brown Mauritius, 26s. to 29s.; low to good yellow, 33s. to 36s. 6d.; low 
to good white Benares, 36s. to 383.; grainy yellow, 39s. to 4ls.; fine grainy white, 463.; Bahia 
32s. 6. to 33s. 6d., per cwt. Brown lumps are in request, at 44s.; and grocery, dts. td t> 
47s. 6d. per cwt. The total clearances to the 17th inst. were 6,371,440 cwts., against 6,014,258 
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are in good request, atfull prices. 


: Good ordinary native has 
ha brisk demand, 7 


P.Y.C., 
Nv 33. net cash. 
r oils support former terms. Ture 
3 rough, I4s. per owt. 






pentine is dall: spirits, £2 16s.; 
Hay and Straw.—Meadow hay, £3 0s. to £5 10s.; clover ditto, £4 0s. to £6 6a; and 
straw, £1 lis. to £2 2s. per load. 
Wool.—English woo) is steady, at full quotations. 
very dull. 
Potatoes.—The supplies conti 
, 115s. to 1458; Scotch, 





Foreign and Colonial parcels are 














nue large, yet 
5s. to 13is.; foreign, 7€ 
Northumberland, 


usiness isdoing, as f)llows:—York 

to 109s. per ton. 

303.; Bell, 33s. 
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6d.; Balmont, 34s.; 





Kelloe, 35: 

Hops (Friday). 
heavy, and prices 
8 from Havre, and 






‘ry moderate, the demand is 
ara—94 baies from O-ten 
ets, £14 0s. to £17 17s ; Weald 





This week's i 
Mid and East Kent p 
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barely supported 
from Antwerp. 








of Kent, £10 5s to £!2 12s.; Sussex, £10 0s. to £12 0s.; Foreign, £7 03. to £9 03. 

Smitijield (Friday).—A very limited supply of beasts was on sale in to-day’s market ; yet 
the demand for all kinds ruled heavy, at barely Monday’s prices The numbers of shes were 
trifling, but quite equal to the wants of the buyer: In the quotations no cianye took place. 
Prime small calves were scarce, and held at full currencies. Orher kinds of veal moved off 
heavily, at a decline of from 44, to 6d. per Sibs. In pigs next to nothing was doins oa former 


ll, at from £14 to £19 each, inc! 
—Coarse and inferior beasts, - to 3a. 
seoxen, is. 0d. to ts. 6d.; prime Scots, § 

. to 3s. 4d.; second quality ditto, 3: 





terms. Milch cows were 
Per albs. to sink the off 
ditto, 3s. 6d. to 3s. 10d.; pr 
coarse and inferior sheep. 





scond quality 
+, 48. 8.1. to 4s. 10d.; 
. to 4s. 4d.; prime 











coarse-woolled ditto, 4s. 6d. to 4s. 10d.; prime South Down ditto, to ds. 2d.; large 
coarse calves, 3s. 6d. to 4s. 2d.; prime small ditto, 4s. 6d. to 5s. Od rge hogs, 38. 4d. to 
4s. Od.; neat small porkers, 4s. 2d. to 4s suckling calves, 243. to ; and quarter old 

re to 2bs. 2. Total sup) Beasts, 120; cows, 110; sheep, 1910; calves, 
160; pigs, 290. Foreign: Beasts, 200; ghec 0; calves, 120. 
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Newgate and Leadenhall (Friday) — A s 
: beef 


iness was transacted, as follows :— 
Per 8ibs. by the carcase:—Inte 2 


4 2d.; middling ditto, 3s. 4d. to 3a. 8.1.3 
prime lar ditto, Js, 10d. to 4s. ne small to, 48. 4d. to 4s. Gd.; large pork, 3s. 4d. 
to 4s. Od. inferior mutton, 3s. 2d. t id.; middling ditto, 38. 6d. to 4s. 2d.; prime ditte, 
4s. 4d. to 43. 8d.; veal, 3s. 4d. to 4s. 8d.; small pork, 4s. 2d. to 5s. Od. 













GAZETTE. 





THE LONDON 
Fray, Dec. 16. 
WAR-OFFICE, Dec. 16, 
pleased to avpoint Major-General the Ho». Sir G. 
neral at the Cap» of Good Hope), to be Adjutante 
G. Brown, +.B 
recruiting for the i 







STarF.—Ti 
Catheurt, K.C.B 
G neral to the Forces, vice Lieut.-Ge 
BREVET.—Brevet-Captain F. 1 
at Liverpool. to have the rank of Captaix the Ar ny whi 
UNATTACHED.—Lieut. J. H. T. Warde to be Captain 
HOSPITAL STAFF.—J. C. Ovens to be Assistant-surgeon to the Forces, vice Mackenzie; 
J. H. Ross, M.B., to be Assistant-Sargeon to the Forces, vice Mat.hew. 

BANKRUPTS. 
Cc. A. SCRIVENER, Old Change, milliner and flower merchant T ARCHER, Brain'ree, 
Essex, woollen-d: aper and clothier D. EVUWARKDS aad W. BISHO?Y, Hartland-road, Cana- 
den-town, builders. LD. ANT ROBUS, Manchester, sharebroker. 

TuEsDAY, DEC. 20. 

BANKRU 
W. HINDE, Bedford, plumber. C. AMBKUSE, Sheerness, ironmonger. 
Richmond baker. W. CUTLER, jun., Ryde, Isle of Wight, carpenter. 
Hammersmith, coach builder. Tf. HAYWARD, Gloucester, cook. J IN ” 
Herefordshire, grocer. J. JOHNSON, jun., Liverpool, estate ageut. J. ANDREW, 
chester, commission agent. 
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eso employ. 





a Company's Service, 
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H. WHEELER, 
Kk. F. MILLAR, 
. t Weston, 


Man- 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 
W. HUNTER, Cotton. Aberdeenshire, overseer. S. M. ROS3, Esq. (deceased), Aldie, Ross- 
shire. D. M‘INTOSH, Campletown, Argyleshire, shipowner. J. BARLES, Pollockshaws 
near Glasgow, builder. J. M‘PHERSON, Perth, draper. 





BIRTHS. 

Cnrrs.yn.—On the 14th inst., at Asfordby Grange, Melton Mowbray, the 
ady ot Captain Cheslyn, of a son. 

FELLows.—On the 14th inst., at Rickmansworth, Herts, the wife of H. 
W. Feilows, Eeq., of a daughter. 

Finnis—On the 19th October, at Sythett, Bengal, the wife of Colonel 
Finnis, 38th Regiment Light Infantry, of a daughter. 

HwunTER.—On the 18th inst., at Torquay, the wife of Sir Paul Hunter, 
Bart., of a son and heir. 

PooKE.— On the Mth inst., at the Vicarage, Keevil, Wilts, the wife of the 
Kev. W. H. Pooke, of a eon. 

TipcoMBE.—On the 12th inst., at Chalk Hill, Watford, Herts, the wife of 
George Tidcombe, jun., C.E., of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

LowTHnEeR—PARKE.—On the 17th inst., at St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
W. Lowther, Esq., youngest son of the Hon. Colonel Lowther, and 
H.2.M secretary of Legation at Naples, to Charlotte Alice, daughcer 
of the Right Hon. Baron Parke. 

MorRIsS—WHITEHEAD.—On the 12th inst., at Chard, the Rev. H. C. G. 
Morris, B.A., of Christ Church, Oxford, to Alice Maria, youngest 
daughter of the late Rev. W. B. Whitehead, M.A., Prebendary of 
Welis, Rural Dean, Vicar of Chard and Timberscombe. 
Sm1iTH—BAMBRIDGE.— On the 20th inst., at Brighton, F, G. Smith, Esq., 
of the Oaks, Woodmansterne, to Jessie Annette, only daughter of T. D. 
Bambridge, Esq., of Barrow Hedges, Carshalton. : 
VERNON—PAGET.—On the 15th inst., at St. Peter’s Church, Pimlico, the 
Hon. and Rev. J. V. Vernon, Rector of Nuthall and Kirkby, in the 
county of Nottingham. to Caroline, fourth daughter of the late General 
the Hon. Sir Kdward Paget, G.C.B. 


DEATHS. : 
Brep.—On the 1ith inst., at Mordiford Rectory, Herefordshire, aged 6t, 
Rachel, wife of the Rev. C. J. Bird, and third daughter of the late Rev. 
E. Glover, of Barmer, Norfolk. 3 
BRIDGEMAN.— On the 13th inst.,at Brighton, the Hon. Mrs. G. Bridgeman. 
CHEWTON.—December 17th, at Hazeley, the Hon. F, M. Waldegrave, in- 
fant daughter of Viscountess Chewton. : 

Hovu.pswortu.—At Tunbridge W ells, on the 14th inst., William Houlds- 
worth, Esq., of Glasgow. 
Howpen.—On the 13th inst., at St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, the Dowager Lady 

Howden, aged 80. 

Mone.—On the 13th ult., at Cork, aged 74, Miss Louisa Mone, of Mone- 
hill, county Waterford. This lady was a anddaughter of the first 
Viscount HMountenshel ; and is cr in her real and personal es- 
tates by her nephew, William Mone, Esq. 

Ponipont.— At Park-villas East, Regent’s-park, in his 91st year, Gaetano 
Polidori. 

SmrTrH.—On the 27th ult., Mr. Smith, 
On the 3rd inst , his grandson, aged 
after a lengthened illness, his only son, 
WARDLAW,— On the a ener Br Easter Mouse, 
Raiph Wardlaw, D.D., aged 74. ‘ 

Man--On the 15th inet, ab ‘Alloa-house, Philadelphia, Countess of Mar 
and Kellie. 

FrTruersToNuAuGH.—At Bracklyn, county Westmeath, 


of Albion House, Pimlico. agei 68. 
six months; and on che l4th inst., 
William, aged 32. 

near Glasgow, the Rev. 


Thomas James 





354, Royal Dauish, 84; Koya! Swedish, 1}. 
nu Mining Shares very little has been doing. Oa Thursday, Agua Fria 


Fetherstonhaugh, aged #ixty-three. : 
Puinotz —On the’ ord inst., John Pringle, Esq., Sheriff-Substitute of 
Banffshire. 








Drc. 24, 1853.] 
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AMUSEMENTS, fc. 
HEATRE ROYAL, HAYMARKET.— 


Splendidly decorated and ge 4 improved.—On BOXING- 
NIGHT, DEC. 26, and during the week, the New Comedy of the 
HOPE of the FAMILY, by Messrs. ne te he nem gg Comp- 
ton, W. Farren, H. Corti, Rogers. L. 8. Buckingham, Miss E. 
Grey, Mrs. Stank y, and Mrs. Fieuian, with a Hew Comic Christmas 
Pantomime, founded upon Southev's popular Nursery Story, entitled 
HARLEQUIN and the THREE BEARS; or, Little Silverhbair and 
the Fairies. Being the First Pantomime ever produced at this Theatres. 
Silverhair (somebody has been lying in my bed), Miss Lydia Thomp- 
son; Harlequin. Mr. <: Marshall; Columbine, Miss Mary Brown, from 
the Italian Opera; Pantaloon, Mr. W. A. Bames; Clown, Mr. Harry 
Marshall. ca griorinae oes OomRINON® at Seven, and terminate at Eleven. 


OYAL PRINCESS’ THEATRE, Oxford- 
street.—Monday and Friday, THE CORSICAN. BROTHERS. 
Afver whicht on MONDAY, DEC. 26th, will be prodaced a New Gran 
CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME, entitled HARL ee andthe MILLER 
and his MEN; or, King Salamander and the the Azure Lake. 
Tccsiay, Thursday, and Saturday, the Lancers; rane the Gentleman's 
Son, Wednesday, the Rivals. And the Pantomime every evening. 


HEATRE ROYAL ADELPHI.—EVERY 

NIGHT, the popular Melodrama of the MINT of GOLD; or, 

the Lest Ship ‘and the Wild Flower of “yo vith the Legendary 

Spectacle of NUMBER NIP; or the it Bride. Mesdames 

Celeste, Keeley, Woolgar, M. Keeley, ¢ ‘uthbe vert, F. Maskell, Leigh 

Murray; and Messrs. B. Webster, Keeley, P. Bedford, Rogers, C. 
Selby, Parselie, &c. 


STLEY’S.—MONDAY, Dec. 26, The WISE 
ELEFHANTS of the EAST; or, The Magic Gong. Mr. 
William Cooke’s Elephants will aypear. The ARENA; and Mr. 
William Cooke's Grand Equestrian Comic Pantomime, written by Mr. 
Nelson Lee, entitled, BILLY BUl'TON’S JOURNEY toDREN TF ORD; 
or, Harlequin and the Ladies’ Favourite. 


ME J. WILLIAM WALLACK begs re- 
a spectfully to inform the Public that, on BOXING-NIGHT, 
YEC. 26th, will be produced, at the ROYAT. MARYLEBONE 
ATRE, a grend Comic Christmas Pantomime, entitled HAR- 
KING UGLY-MUG and MY LADY LEE, of OLD LONDON- 
ntr ducing the most gorgeous Scenery and brilliant effects; 
never before attempted at this Theatre. 


T EW GREAT NATIONAL STANDARD 
, Shoreditch.— wi ior Mr. JOHN DOUGLASS. 
NOTICE THREE MORNING PERFORMANCES of the new grand 
Comic CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME, at ‘Twelve o’Clock; and every 
Evening atthe usual time. ‘lo commence with the ORPHAN and the 
ADVOCATE. » be followed by the new grand Comic Christmas 
Pantomime led ROAST BEEF and PLUM PUDDING; or, Harle- 
quin Nine P ns, and the Card King of the Island of Games. Produced, 
regardless of expense, with new and costly Scenery, Dresses, Decora- 
tious, and Mechanical Changes, upon a most extensive scale and the most 
talented Pantomime company—Harlequin, Mr. C. Reeves; Pantaloon, 
Mr. Bird; Dandy Lover, Mr. Doiphia; and Clown, by the celebrated 
Mons. Buck, the acknowledged best Clown in London; Sprites, by t-e 
wonderful Burdett Family; Columbine, Mdlle. Leoni; and Harlequina, 
Mrs. Buck. ‘Ihe astonishing Barnum children from America, will also 
appear every evening.—Prices as usual, 


"EDNESDAY EVENING CONCERTS, 


Exeter--hall.- CHI 






























































M ‘Also, Miss Thirl- 
wall, the M's es Wells, Mrs. Distin, Mr. Alfred Pierre,and Mr. Lawler. 
The Perforn ance will consist of Selections from Mozart's Opera 


sitively One Night o1 only. 


auberflote "') of the MAGIC FLUTE. After which, Selections from 
MARITAN.: A, and other popular Worke. Soloists: Grand Pianoforte, 
Mr. W. G. Cusins (who will perform W. Sterndale Bennett's Fourth 
Concerto in F 1or): Concertina, Mr. Blagrove; Ophecleide, Mr. 
Prospére; Viol r. | ti i 








> 
; and Stalls, 5s. 


. > x + 

R. GEORGE GENGE respectfully an- 
nounces that his ANNUAL CONCERT and BALL will take 
piace at the HANOVER-SQUARE ROOMS, on TUESDAY Evening, 

Janvary the 3rd, 1854, at which the following artistes 
pear:— M'ss Rebecca Isaacs, Miss Caroline Felton, Mi 
Miss Wells, Mise J. Wells, Mrs. Theodore Distin, Mr. verre, 
Mr. Gecrge Terren, Mr. Lawler, Herr ehman 8 Mr. Frank 
Hodea, and Mr. Henry Smith, from America. Concertina, Mr. 
George Cease; Saxhorns, the Distins. Conductor, Herr Meyer Lutz. 
The Concert will commence at Eight o'clock precisely. At the ter- 
mination will follow the Ball, for which Mr. G. has secured Adams's 
Band. Master of the Ceremonies, Mr. Frampton. 
‘Tickets to the Concert, Ball, and Supper-room, 10s. 6d. each. May 
be obtained of Messrs, Cramer, Beale, and Co., pewaah aarent: Dutt 
and Hodgson, Oxford-street; D’Almaine and Jefferys, Soho-square; 

and ef Mr. Genge, Peckham-grove. 


HE HIBERNIA, next the Folytechnion~ 
Every Evening at Fight; Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday 
Mornings at Three. Mrs.GIBBS’ (formerly Miss GRADDON) ‘Masical 
and Panoramic Entertainment, THE tMERALD ISLE. Songs, 
Legends, Traditions, Anecdotes of the Sister Isle. Also, the Magnifier 
eent Scenery of the LAKES of KILLARNEY. Reserved, 2s.; Area, 
1s.; Private Boxes, 10s. 6d 


YHRISTMAS WEEK.—Mr. ALBERT 
SMITH will give his ASCENT of MONT BLANC every Morn- 
ing, at Two o'clock, and every Evening (except Saturday) at Eight, 
during the Christmas Week, Stalls can be secured at the Box-otfice 
every “day, from 11 to 4.—Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly. 


r 
EICESTER-SQUARE.— J. R. SMITH’S 
4 TOUR of EUROPE, and ASCENT of MONT BLANC and 
VES VIUS, now open for’ the season, daily, at Three and Fight 
o'clock. Ac Know ledged by the public press as one of the largest, most 
interesting, and instructive exhibitions in London. Stalls, 38; re- 
terved, 2s.; middle seats, 


T IN DOSTAN. — CHRISTMAS HOLY- 

DAYS.—By particular request this GRAND MOVING DIO- 
KAMA from CALCUTTA to the HIMALAYA, is NOW OPEN daily, 
at Three and Fight o'clock, at the ASIATIC GALLERY, Baker-street 
Bazear, Portman-square. Admission, Is., 2s, and 2s. 6d. The 
Diorama te & is for Sale. For particulars apply by letter to the Secretary. 



































Ror AL GALLERY of ILLUS’ TRATION, 

la, ter. street.—ARCTIC DISCOVERIES.—An ILLUS- 
TRATED LECTURE on the NORTH-WEST PASSAGE (the picto- 
rial authorities principally contributed by Captain Ingletield, R.N.) 
will precede the Pictures of Constantinople and St. Petersburg, and 
the highly-p>pular Diorama of the Overland Mail to the Cape, India, 
and Australia, DAILY at 3 and 8 o’clock. Admission, 1s.; Stalls, 2s.; 
Reserved Seats, 3s.; Children half-price. 


wut EXHIBITION of PHOTO- 

GRAPHY.—An entirely New Collection of Photographic Pic- 
tures, including Mr. Robertson’s Views of Cons*entinople, M Marten's 
Magnificent Scenery among the Glaciers of Switzerland, and Mr, 
VDelamotte's Progress of the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, will be 


OPENED on WEDNESDAY NEXT, DEC. 28. Admission, 6u. 
Photographic Institution, 168, New Bond-street. 


HE EXHIBITION of | the ELEMENTARY 
WORKS of STUDENTS in all the 8C HOOL 8 of ART of the 
DEPARTMENT of SCIENCE upporting and 
Subsidized, will be opened at KENSINGTON GORE, on TUESDAY, 
December 27.—Admission FREE, daily from ten till four. 



















Vy ILL SHORTLY CLOSE.—Dr. KAHN’S 
ANATOMIC AL MUSEUM, Portland Gallery, Regent-street, 
epposite the Polytechnic, OPEN for Gentlemen daily at the usual 
hours—excepting on Wednesdays ond Fridays, from Two till Five, 
dbring whieh — Ladies only are admitted. Explanations for gen- 
tlemen s by De. Dr. Leac and ie ladies in! Mrs. Leach. Admission, ls. 


puE. GRE AT METROPOL ITAN EXHI- 

BITION of POULTRY, PIGEONS, and RABBITS will be held 
at the BAZAAR, Baker-rtreet, and King-street, London, of the 10th, 
lith, 12th, and 13th of JANUARY, 1854. Entries close Wednesday, 


December 2 28th, 1853. 
WILLIAM HOUGHTON 
JAMES HENRY CATLING } Secretaries. 
Offices at the Bazaar. 


~ ~ eas 
RAND GERMAN FAIR (under distin- 
guished patronage) in the GALLERIES of the PORTLAND 
BAZAAR, Rogent-street.—The most extensive and magnificent col- 
lection of Toys, Bonbons, and Christmas Tree Ornaments ever ex- 
hibited. The whole imported direct from the manufacturers exclu- 
sively for the German Fair. Open from Ten until six. Admission 
—_ The musical arrangements under the direction of Mochelles 
‘erry. 




















HRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 

OYAL POLYT ECHNIC INSTITUTION. 
First Exhibition of PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES, magni- 
fied about 40,000 times on the disc, with an entirely new Series of 
Dissolving Views. LECTURE by Dr. Bacheffoer en Wilkin's New 
Patent U falversal Electric Telegragh. LECTURE by J. Pepper, 
+, On Spontaneous Combustion, with Brilliant Experiments. 
An Historical and Musical LECTURE, illustrated with Dissolving 
Scenery, entitlea, * The Road, the River, and the Rail,” by J.B. 
Carpenter, Eeq., assisted by Miss Blanche Youngo, Daily at a Quarter 
to Four, and every Evening, except Saturday, at Nine o’clock.— 
Open Mornings and Evenings.—Adimission, 1s.; Schools and Children 

under ten years of age, Ball-price. 


ANCING TAUGHT, in the most fashion- 


able style, by Mr. and Mrs. GEORGE BARNETT, at Willie's 
Rooms, 41, Brewer-street, Golden-square. Private Lessons in the 
Valee, Polka, &c., at all hours, to Ladies and Gentlemen of any age. 
An Evening Academy, Mondays and Fridays. A Juvenile Academy, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Schools and Families attended by Mrs. 
Barnett. Band Night, Friday, December 30th, 














AMUSEMENTS, &e. 





HRISTMAS PANTOMIMES and ENTER- 

TAINMENTS. —The BEST PRIVATE BOXES to LET by the 

Night at every Theatre in London, by application to W. R. SAMs’ 
Royal Library, St. James’s-street. 


HE MUSEUM of ORNAMENTAL ART* 

MARLBOROUGH-HOUSE, PALL-¥ ALL, will be opened FREE 

dailv, except Saturdays, during the Christmas Holidays, from the 26th 
of December to the (ith of January. 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.—The 











GARDENS of the ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, in the RE- 
GENT’S PARK, will be Open to Visitors, on payment of SIXPENCE 
eech, every day excopt Sunday, until the 6th of January in- 
clusive. Among the numerous additions to the Collection which 
have been made during the present season are a very extensive series 
of LIVING FISH, and other MARINE ~ agg: and a magnifi- 
cent specimen of the GIANT ANT-EATER. 


NEW BOOKS, ge. 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 

Price One Guinea, in Six Volumes, 
LEASANT PAGES for YOUNG PEOPLE, 
The 15th Thousand of Vol. I.,is now heap oh Price 3s. 6d. 

London: HOULSTON and STONEMAN; and all Booksellers. 








FOR CHRISTMAS TREES. 
IXPENNY PACKETS of Pretty ILLUS- 
TRATED STORY BOOKS, called BUDS and BL! es0Ks. 
London: GROOMBRIDGE and £0Ks. Sold by all Booksellers. 





NOTICE. 
Now ready, with the Arms Dealitifully engraved, bound and gilt, 
R. LODGE’S PEERAGE and BARONET- 
AGE FOR 1854. 
Corrected throughout, to the date of publication. by the Nobility. 
Under the especial patronage of her Majesty and his Royal Highness 
Prince Albert. 
SAUNDERS and OTLEY, Publishers, Conduit-street. 





OHN B. GOUGH will deliver ORATIONS 


as follo’ 
*Exeter-hall, Strand, on Tuesday, Ovth, and Thursday, 29th Deeem- 
ber. Doors open at Seven. C hair taken at Eight © ‘clock precisely. 
Admission 6d. each; reserved seats 1s. To be bad at 537, Strand; or in 
the Hall on the evenings of the Lectures 

John B. Gough will elso deliver an Address to Children, on the 
evening of Wednesday, 24th, in St. Martin's Hall, Long-acre. Doors 
open at half-past five. Chair to be taken at half-past 6. 

The body of the Hall will be reserved for Children of the Bands of 
Hope, who will be admitted by ticket (free), t» be had of their Super- 
intendents. Admission to other parts of the Hall, 1s.; reserved seats, 
2s. 6d. each; children, with their parents, half-price. 

London Temperance League-office and 

Reading-room, 337, Strand. 


AN _ ELEGANT CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR ONE SHILLING. 
IMMEL’S PERFUMED ALMANACK, 
printed on eatin, and delightfully scented, is sent by post on 
receipt of 13 stamps. Sold by all Perfumers, Booksellers, and 
vat mists; and by E. RimMEL, Perfumer, 39, Gerrard-street, Soho, 
andon 





HANDSOME PRESENT FOR CHRISTMAS. 
XHE HAIR-WORKER’S MANUAL; being 


a Treatise on Hair-working; containing full directions and in- 
structions to enable ladies to prepare and lahat their own m iterials. 
Price 78. 6d; forwarded free by post for 8s. Professor MARTIN, 
Artiste en "Cheveux. Splendicly iustrated ith 50 Designs and 
Diagrams. Bound in ultra-marine and gol 

Brighton: W ILLIAM LANE, 213, Westcrn-road. 








IDING LESSONS during the HOLIDAYS. 

) —PONIES for YOUNG GENTLEMEN at the GROSVENOR 
RK: DING SCHOOL, 22, South-atreet, Park-lane—Mr. JOHN HAW- 
KINS, Proprietor. 


HANTASMAGORIA.—A large assortment 

of MAGIC and PHANTASMAGORIA LANTE RNS of first 

quality, with an immense variety of sliders, including Comic, Natural 

liissolving Views, Astronomical, ani other subjects, at 

ITON’'S, Manufacturing Optician, 112, Leadenhall-street, five 

oors from St. Mary .axe.—Spectacles, Drawing z Instruments, Micro- 
scopes, Darometers, Sextants, &c., at manufacturers’ pr.ces. 


ry 

HRISTMAS NOVE ‘LTIES of VERTU for 

J the BEASON.—E. G. ZIMMERMANN, gooey r of Artistic 

Iron Bronzes, Importer of Foreign G lass and C 105, Strand, 

London (opposite Exeter Hall), Manutfuctory at . rankfort -on-the- 

Maine, submits to your notice his extensive assortment of IRON 

BRONZES. Porce lain T ransparencies, mounted and unmounted. 

did assortment of Painted ornamental Porcelain Vases, 
s, and Figures. 


1 
HRISTMAS PRESENT. — HARVEY’S 
SOVEREIGN HAMPER, containing one quart bottle each of 
Cream Gin, old Jamaica Kum, Martell’s Cognac Rrandy, Port tive 
sears in betth, East India Sherry, and one bottle Ruinart’s first 
c ity Cham npegne, for 20s. Carriage free.—George H. Harvey, 1, 
kfriars-r road. 


~ and . oa 
NHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.—Strong Warm 
Woollen HOSIERY in Socks, Stockings, Drawers. and Vests for 
GUTH; also, Invalid Under-dr 
softest woollen Hosiery for Lad emen'’s Mo 
Dovliettes and Jackets for Smoking and the Lib in great variety, 
at POPE and PLANTE'S, 4, Waterloo- place, Pall-mall. 


bem t4 MAS PRESENTS 
) House for WATCHTS and JEWELI 
s SELIM DEAN and CO" 
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every description of the 











.—The Cheapest 
SRY of every description 
Coventry-street, Haymarket. Their 
Watches are al! warranted. told Watches. a 6d.; Silver ditto, 
£2 12s. 6d. Gold Bracelet , B rooche es, R +, at prices equally 
moderate. A lorge assortinent of Gold Neek Chains, Guards, and 
Alberts. N.B. The full value given for Diamonds, Pearls, Old Gold 
and Silver, ond Foreign Coin.—No. 9, Coventry-street, Haymarket. 


+ . TH ry 72 
YHE most comfortable NEW YEAR Ss 
PRESENT is HEAL and SON’S EIDER-DOWN QUIL 
It is the warmest, the lightest, and the most elegant Covering, suital! slo 
for the Bed, the ¢ ‘ouc h, or the Carria and for Inval its com- 
fort cannot be too highly appreciated t is made in three varieties, 
of which a larg assortment can be scen at their Establishment. 
Lists of Prices of the above, together with the Catalogue of Bod- 
tteads. sent free ty —~Heal and Son, Bedstead and Bedding 
Manufacturers, 196, Totten am-court-road. 


FP\HE most Substantial and Useful PRE- 

SENTS for CHRISTMAS and the NEW YEAR are—the In- 
vaiuable Pateat Spring Pillow, Fider Down Quilts, Imperial Cover- 
lets, Burton’s Infant Perambulator; a great variety of the Newest 
Tesigns in Initation Crochet, Anti-Macassar, Laces, &c.; Paten 
Gutta Percha Frames, and every Article manufactured in Gutta 
lercha.—616, SOU TH GALLERY, SOHO BAZAAR, Soho- square. 


. : eral ~ 
(HRISTMAS and its FESTIVITIES.— 
What so necessary as a good KNIFE and FORK? These 

art cler, as well as Electro- plsted SPOONS re FORKS, and every 
article for the table, may be obtained at the l+west poSsible prices, 
RICHARD and JOHN SLACK’S old-established furnishing Iron- 
gery Warehouse, 336, Strand (opposite Somerset House). Llus- 


t ated Catalogues gratis, or post free. 

M ECHI’S PREPARATIONS for CHRIST- 
I MAS aa ee. YEAR'S PRESENTS.—At his elegant Empo- 
tum. 4, LEADENHALL-STREET, near Gracechurch-street, will be 
found an endlees variety of eligibie articles for presentation, alike 
suited to the economical and the luxurious. Everything for the Toilet 
and Work-table. 


YUPERB NOVELTIES IN PAPIER 
Nw) MACHE, at MECHI’S, 4, Leadenhall-street, London.—A visit 
10 his establishm “t- will prove that there is not in London another 
such Stock of Elegancies. They consist of Tables, Envelope Cases, 
Netting Boxes, Companions, Cabinets, Jewel Cases, Work Boxes, 
Dressing Cases, Tea Caddies, Hand aid Pole Screens, Card Racks, 
lable Inketands, Regency Writing Desks, Portfolios, Playirg C ards, 
and Visiting Card Cases, Cigar and Bottle Cases, Note and Cake 

Paskets: also an assortment of Needle Cases, in Pearl and Tortoise- 
a li Silver and Gold Pencil Cases, Pen Holders, and other Articles 
tuiteble for Preseuts. Inventer of the Patent Castellated Tooth Brush, 


rHXHE MECHIAN DRESSING-CASE, the 


most portable ever invented, being only the sizeof a pocket- 
took, contaming one pair of Mechi" 's Ivory-handled peculiar Steel 
R. gors, his Magic Strop, Comb, Badger- hair Shaving-brosh, and Nail 
and Tooth Brusses—price only 25s.; the same, w ith Hair-Drush and 
To milit-ry men, end as a siexm-boat or travel- 
nion, this invention ‘san invaluable acquis‘tion. An im- 
mense variety of other Dressing-cases for Ladies and Gentleme, 
cither in feney woods or leath r. at all prices, to suit ei:her the econo- 
mocal or luxurio.s. An extensive stock of Writing-desks, Writing 
cases, Wo. k-boxes, Bagatelle-tables, Razor-strops, Tadle Catlery, 
superb Papier-maché articles, &e. 


ONG EVEN S MADE SHORT.— 

4 MECHI'S FAMOUS BAGATELLE TABLES, manufactured 

n the premises, 4, Leadenhall-street, Lendon, make long evenings 

appear short, and combine calculation with amusement. Prices £5 

10s., £4 10s., £5 10s., up to £12. Sold also by Spiers and Son, Oxford; 

Pe well, Lounge, Leeds; Eastee, Liverpool; Woolfield, Glaszcow; 

Thompson, Nottingham; Stephenson, Hull; Squiers Dover; Steel and 
ii x, Norwich. None are genuine without Mecni's name. 


~ -OPNITC ADAG 
PRESENTS for the SEASON.—ACTON 
GRIFFITH, 8, Baker-street, next door to Portman Chapel, 
begs to call attention to his enlarged Stock, comprising all the NEW 
ILLUSTRATED WORKS, POETS, &c., in ser yee Bindings; and 
JUVENILE BOOKS. A Catalogue gratis. ior collection of 
Oxford Bibles, Prayers, and Church Services, Bertier’ 's Bibles, &c. 
A large assortment of FANCY and USEFUL ARTICLES (Bnglish 
and "Pectin, Reticules, Embroidered Souvenirs, Ladies’ Com- 
panions, Writing Cases, Papier Maché, gnd Enamel Goods, Porte- 
monnaies, &c.; Mordan's Gold Pen in Silver Case with Pencil, 
10s. 6d.; De la Rue’s Indelible Diaries, with the other Pocket Books 
and Almanacs for 1854, in Morocco, Velvet, Russia, &c.; De la Rae's 
New Oriental Amber Tinted Note Papers, Playing Cards, Manifold 
Writers, &c. STATIONERY of every description. Arms, Crests, &c., 
stamped free of charge. Sample packets gratis. Every article dis- 
tinctly marked, at the lowest prices. A liberal discount on Books, 
Engraving, Printing, and Bookbinding. Country Orders executed, 
Acton Griffith, 8, Baker-street, Notice the exact Address. 


K NGINEER’S MASONIC, and UNI- 
VERSAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIBTY. 
Head Office, 345, Strand, Londen. 

Bonus.—Notice.—A Division of Profits will take place at the end of 
the yeer 1854, All persons who have psid two annual premiums will 
be entitled to share therein. Policies to participate in the Bonus must 
therefore be effected in the course of this year. 

Abatement in Income-tax.—Every person assured in this Society is 
entitled to have the amount of the annual premium paid fur assurance, 
or for a deferred annuity on his own life, or the life of his wife, 
“deducted from any } rofits or gains in respect to which he shall be 
liable to be assessed under either of the Schedules D and E of the 
Income-tax Act." 

Advanteger offered by this Society :— 

Policies issued free of stamp duty 

Assigumenis of Policies registered freo of charge. 

Premiums payable balf-yearly, quarterly, or monthly, 

Credit given for half the premiums, 

A liberal commission allowed to solicitors and agents on the in- 
troduction of Policies. 


ANTLIONY PECK, M.A., Assistant Actuary. 















































































HNO FARMERS .—In accordance with the 

wishes of Farmers, Millers, and others interested in the Corn 
Trade, an Edition of the AGRICULTURAL GA TE and GAR- 
DENERS' CHRONICLE will be published every MONDAY AFTER- 
NOON, in time for post; commencing with the New Year. The 
Monday’s Edition will, in addition to the usual Markets, contain a 
full Report of the Mark-lane and Smithfield Markets of the day.— 
May be ordered of any News-agent. Price 6d. 












Immediately, the _ 
Th x 
NECDOTE EWS, No. 1. 
‘o be continued Weekly. 
W. M. CLARKE, 17, Warwick-lane, Paternoster-row. 


ANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 


Just published, 
Under the Patronage 
Her Most Excellent Majesty hy QUEEN, 
His Koyal Highness PkKINCE ALBERT, 
His Mejesty the KiNG of PRUSSIA 
His Majesty the KING of the BEL GIANS, 
His Majesty the KING of SAXONY, 
His Majesty os KING of DENMARK, 
c. &c., 
The FIRST VOLU™ 
ILLUSTRATIONS of the SPIRES and TOWERS 
of the MEDL2Z.VAL CHURCHES of ENGLAND. By CHARLES 
WICKES. Architect. Containing Twenty-Six beautifully LITHO- 
GRAPHED PLATES; several ot which are double; making in all 
Forty-one Subjects. Fi hed in the best manner, Drawn on Stone 
with scrupulous accuracy, and accompanied by an Essay on Me- 
diwval Architecture, and its “‘Spir Growth.” 
PRICES OF THE WORK. 
Imperial fotio (size, 22 by 1 ches) Plates, on white or 












EEach Vol. 












toned paper, bound in cloth, richly gilt - £30 
Imperial folio Proofs, on wh:te or mee paper, half- 
bornd in morocco, hly gilt 313 6 
Atlas tolio First Proof Impressio ns, * on white or toned 
paper, haif-bound morocco, richly gilt oe oe 440 
EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS. 
“ A splendid publication."’—Athenseum. 









“* A very valuable publi 
acmirat le selection of sut 
published works.”—Art Jow . 

** We cannot too highly commend the taste which has suggested this 
book, or the manner in which it has been execut ’—Court Journal. 

“A very elegant, as well as accurate, illustration of the finest 
existing specimens of the steeples of our country. * * * The plates 
are beautifully executed.* * * The Work will prove of great prac- 
tical utility to the clergyman, the architect, and the antiquary.’’— 
Morning Herala. 

puives a bighly satisfactory idea of the taste and ability of the 
author. * Th irations have been selected with great 
judgment, one appear to be delineated with the utmost eare and 
‘wuth fulness.""—Daily News. 

“The noblest work which has yet sippeared i in ilustration of the 
spires and towers of our native nd More perfectly 
artistic architectural drawings we have never seen. * * * Con- 
summately beautiful, taken from such favourable points, and 
executed with such artistic skill and marvellous detail.’’"—Morning 
Chronte'e. 

n **Mr. Wickes’ very eloquent and highly instructive introduction.’ 
bid. 

*This mecnificent folio * * * We scarcely dare allow our- 
selves to dweil upon the spec a qos _ faithfully, artistically, and 
elaborately pencilled, lest h praise as the work deserves 
should pass the bounds a Ploy ponent * Mr. Wickes’ 
sumptuous volume.’’—Morning Advertiser. 

A prvepectus of the work will be forwarded on application. All 
orders and communications t» be addressed to Mr. W. M. THOMPSON, 
at the offices for the publication of Mr. Wickes’ “ Illustrated Archi- 
tectural Works,"’ 32, Sackville-stieet, Piccadilly, London. 


on, * * * r. Wickes has made an 
* # ® Tuc remind us of Coney’s 











CHRIST! ae t ae tl MAS! CHRISTMAS! 


1, Hangerford-market, Charing 
INE ART SO" EN GRAVINGS, PICTURE 
FRAMES. &c., at very reduced pri 
SUITABLE FOR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 
ALFRED E. HARRISON begs te call the attention of the Public to the 
“OLLOWING LIST OF FRAMED ENGRAVINGS, 
Which he is now selling at the extremely Low Prices panvedi 

Hitherto the great drawback to the sale of an Engraving has been 
the enormous cost of a Frame and Glass, for want of which it was 
rendered useless, and, in the course of time, from rolling and unrolling, 
it became spoiled. From the annexed List, it will be seen that En- 
gravings are now so cheap that they are placed within the reach of 
all—a Frame, Glass, and Engraving being now offered at, in most in- 
stances, less than the origina: price of the Engraving alone. Te those 
who may have Ergravings in their possession, and wish to have them 
framed, A. E. H. will be happy to forward estimates; and particularly 

addresses himself to the Subscribers to the *‘ Art Union of London,” 
having prey pared suitable Frames and Glasses for the ** English Merry- 
2 the Olden Time; “ Queen Phillippa interceding for the 

‘alai Hilton’s fine picture of “the Crucifixien;"’ 
&c. &c., at remarkably low prices, which in- 
cledes the loan of a packing case to any part of England. An 
estimate and detailed Catalogue of the finest Engravings of the present 

day will be forwarded, free, on application. 

The following Beautiful Preductions, after Sir Edwin Landseer, 

, in 34 inch double O. G. Maple and Gold Frames, with Glass .— 























£ 8.d. 

Windsor Castle in the Present Day oe o e 313 6 
Bolton Abbey in the Olden Time .. e ee eo 213 6 
Seas, the Horse o ee ee « 212 6 
he Three Hunters at Grass ee o- -- 213 6 
The Sanctuary .. o oe es a oe. 230 
The Challenge .. ee ee ee ee mn ae 
Crossing the Bridge ee ee oe - 300 
The Return from Hawking ee e e oe 330 
Prince George's Favourites ee eo 114 0 
Favourite Pony and Spaniels a .- 140 
A Distinguishe d Member of the Humaue Society oo ee 110 0 
The Retriever .. o oe e eo 1123 0 
The Stag at Bay .. ee es e eo 313 6 
Dignity ani Tirpetenee ee ee ee ee ee 3220 
Laying down the Law ee o- 22320 
Be it ever so Humble, there’ sno Place like Home .. o 2&2 6 6 
The Lion Dog of Malta *.. ee es ee eo 1806 
The Lady and the Spaniels o eo 288 
Eos, Prince Albert's Favourite Greyhou: a o 1160 0 
The Hi etaand Shepherd’s Home.. o- o eo 110 6 
The Macaw and Love Birds . a oe ee 111 6 
The Fox “ Not Caught Yet”’ oe .- - oe 226 
The Salmon and Otter (Just Caught) ee om o- 230 
“* Time of Peace "’ and ** Time of War,” each 414 6 


The following magnificent Historical Pictures are deserving 
of attention:— 


The Waterloo Banquet, in splendid gilt a seni = £ sd. 
plate glass o - 1010 6 
Ditto ditto in oak and¢ ad 990 
Ditto = o in 3 moabia 3 O. G., ‘maple ‘and gold 
common glas: 55 0 
The Waterloo Hernan! in trophied frame, gilt ee » 568 0 
Ditto ditto ditto oak and gold oo 4480 
Ditto ditto - 34 double O.G. .. 212 6 
The Peninsula Heroes (same prices 
The Ceronation of her Majesty = “Queen, im beautiful _ 
emblematic frame, with plate glass ee 666 
tto ditto ditto common glass ee $80 
The Coronation of her Majecty the Queen, in beautiful embie- 
matic frame, oak and gold 44¢6 
Ditto ditto we 33 double oO. G. hie maple 212 6 
The Marriage of her Majesty the Queen (the same prices). 
The C niiaoeng of the anon Reyal(same prices as Water- 
loo Banquet 
The Queen rece ‘iv ing the Sacrament (ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto). 
The Picture of the Royal Family, in emblematic frame 650 
Ditto in 34 inch double 0.G. » maple and geld 4 4 0 
The Trial of Thomas Earl of Strafferd, in 3) double OG. . 2230 
The Trial of King Charlies the First, ditto eo 2 2 06 
A Literary Party at Sir Joshua Reynolds’, in 24 maple eo 2 16 
John Wesley's Rescue from the Fire, in 33 maple .. ow 2 206 
A Baronial Hall in the Olden Time, in 3¢maple.. eo 212 © 
The following are general favourites :— 
Christ Weeping over Jerusslem, in 34 double 0.G etaaaid - 
ole - 300 
The Salutation of the Ancient Friars oo ee eo 212 6 
Italian Pilgrims arriving in sight of Rome oe 212 6 
A Bet of Six Shooting Scenes, after Anedell, framed o 33 6 
A Set of Six Deerstalkings, ditto ditto 330 


Post-office Orders to be made payable to ALFRED E. HARRISON, 2, 
30, and 31, Hungerford eae lew haring-cross. Terms, Cash. Pack- 
ing- cases lont gratis. 


Please note the exact Address. 





NEW MUSIC, §e. 
EW COMIC SONGS for CHRISTMAS 


and 1854.—Just ready, price 64., WILLIAM WARDE'S 
COMIC SONG-BOOK;; contains Forty New Songs, all of which are 
copyright. and cannot be printed in any other book. By sending ten 
nny stamps to E. APPLEYARD and Co , 86, nee eet street, the 

ik will be sent by return; or can be had of any bookseller. 


~ 
HE HANDSOMEST CHRISTMAS PRE- 
SENTS in MUSIC that have appeared. Prepared expressly for 
this seacon, in gold and enamelled covers, giltedges, &c. A new and 
beautiful Edition of the following Operas:—La Sonnambula, as 4 5s.; 
Norma, 5s.; Lucreazia Borgia. 58.; and Don Giovanni, 6s. For the 
olannhort solo, without words. These s are far more valuable, 
interesting, and attractive than the ephemeral works preduced to last 
for ene season only.—BOOSEY and SONS, 28, Holles-street. 


dhe CHRISTMAS QUADRILLES. By 

HENRY FARMER. Solos, 28.; Duets, 3s. These beautiful 
Quadrilles, being for small hands, and very simple, boast an unri- 
valied and universal oe, 


by me Com: : 

The MIDSUMMER. *QUADEILLES, and the 
LITTLE FAIKY QUADRILLES; both of the highest merit. Solos, 
2s.; Duets, 3s. Post-free. 
J. WILLIAMS, 123, Cheapside. 











“ Ciristmas comes but once a year, 
And when it comes it brings good cheer.’’ 


OLD SONG. 
HRISTMAS! JOLLY CHRISTMAS !— 

What is that does not rejoice when Christmas comes? bringing 
its festivities, gay parties, and brilliant gatherings. Costume is ne- 
cessary to its enjoyt ment. Hence it is that HEMMENT and CO., 
Practical Tailors, of 73, Cornhill, wish to express their ability to clothe 
every figure in the gayest ard most fashionable apparel, at the lowest 
possible rate of charge. 


LEGANT CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.— 

Any Two of the following OPERAS for PIANO, elegantly 

bound, gilt edges, 6s., carriage free; or, any Twelve Operas, bound in 
morocco elegant, for 30s., asa splendid present. Full music size. 

















a. d., s. d. 
Rigoletto.. .- « 2 0) Fidelio .. . o- 20 
Italiana .. - «- 2 O| Puritani.. - o 20 
Faust oo ee ee 0| Othello .. - - 20 
Jessonda .. ee «- 2 0} Cenerentola . « 2 0 
Martha .. oo +» 2 0} Der Freischutz .. « 20 
Romeo and Juliet «+. 2 0} Linda di Chamouni « 20 
Maria de Rohan .. -«. 2 O| Masaniello oe o 20 
La Gazza.. - 2 0O| La Dame Blanche o 2 0 
nfant P rodigue oo 3 6 Sunivouias oo «- 20 
rau ber fldte oe -» 2 0} Lucresia Borgia .. oo 3 0 
Gustavus ee es 2 0O|Zampa .. oe « 20 
Euryanthe o «- 2 O| L’Elisir d’Amore .. ee 2 0 
La Juive o- e- 2 O} Anna See - eo 20 
Diable ey eo «- 1 0; Norm ee o 20 
Nino . o- oo 20 Robert le ‘Diable or « 2 0 
Don Giovanni - «- 2 O| La Figlia.. - o- 20 
Crown Diamonds,. es 2 0} Figaro . eo 20 
StradeiJa «+ 2 O| Barbiere.. - eo 20 
I Lombardi ee 2 0! Don Pasquale - ee 2 0 
Fra Diavolo 2 0! Le Domiao Noir .. eo 2 0 
The following four, being very long opera 4s. 2ach, viz. :— 
8. d. s. d. 
Le Prophite oo « 4 ; Lucia an ow 40 
Les Hugucnots ee o- 4 Emani .. eo 40 


Any Opera sent as a spr cimen, — free, for thirty stataps; any 
three Operas, seventy -eig zht stamp 
AUTION.—Families are poco sily cautioned against an inferior 
Ecition of Operas, without Overtures, charged 4s. by the music-sellers, 
for the « ake of enormous profits. Hence their well-known hostility to 
the P. JANISTA, which protects the publ.c, by allowing only a fair and 








y purchaser of the ‘ Pianista’’ shuld strictly ob- 
addresses, 5, Conduit-street, Regcnt-street, and 67, 
v, are on the pink wrapper of each Number; and they 

wough Booksellers, or send direct 
~gement of these Operas for Piano are the finest in 
das. 














OR SWAN RIVER.—Will have immediate 
despatch, the splendid fast-sailing Ship TREVANCORE, A 1, 
uv tons; T. BROWNE, Commander. Loading oa = Lendon Docks. 
‘Lhis ship has superior accommodation for passer 
For freight or passage apply to WILLIAM FELGATE and Co., 4, 
Ch ment’s-lane, Lombard-street. 


bee thy “LIVERPOOL” LINE of 
AUSTRALIAN PACKETS. Established in 1848. 





Ships. Tons. Destination. To sail. 
THEMIS oe «- 1800 .. MELBOURNE .. Ist January. 
BALMORAL «- 17530 .. SYDNEY +. Ist January. 


JAMES CARSON :. 2000 °. MELBOURNE 2 10th January. 
These Al Clipper-ships land~ Goods and Passengers on the wharf 
free of charge. 
The Themis and Balmoral take Passengers only in the Poop and 
House on Deck. Fares £18 to £25. James Careon, Enclosed Berths, 
£16 16s. and upwards. For further particulars apply to JAMES M. 
WALTHEW, 46, Chapel-street, Liverpool—_THOMAS WOOLLEY, 
15, Fenchurch-street, London. 


Ww S. LINDSAY and CO.’S LINE of 

e PACKETS to PORT PHILLIP.—(To follow the Barrack- 
pore.) ‘The beautiful Clyde-built Ship JANET MITCHELL, A 1 for 
13 years, J. Fisher, C ‘commander, loading i in the St. Katharine Docks. 
This vessel will take a limited number of passengers in the poop, at 
30 guineas each adult, for whom a good plain table will be kept. For 
pee ight or Passage apply to W.S. LINDSAY and CO., 8, Austin- 
riars. 


USTRALIAN PACKETS.—HALL, 

BROTHERS, and CO.’S Line (established in 1848).—The follow- 
ing first-class Clipper-built Ships, loading in the London Docks will 
be punctually despatched. The Cabins are arranged and fitted up 
with the latest Improvements which e -xperience bas dictated as being 
requisite for the accommodation Passens edd the Passage-money, 
at the same time, being exceeding]y moderate: 





























. Com- | Tons Tons inati 
Ships. manders. Register.| Burden Destination. 
Plumstead ..| Telfer 214 337 | Melbourne-whart. 
St. Kilda ....] E. Walton 104 180 Ditto 
Port Wallace .| Faithfull 279 345 Ditto 
Sandridge....| Thomson 1134 | (1600 As needed 
Marabool ....| M‘Lean 550 850 Ditto 





For terms of freight and passage money, dietary ye &e. “9 Breil 
to the undersigned, who are toe 
the Ausiralian colonies. 

HALL, BROTHERS, and CO., 3, IT 


NCLOSED BERTHS to MELBOURNE, 

phe 16s.—Liverpool BLACK BALL Clippers.—These cele- 

brated ships sail every fortnight, for Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Adelaide. They are all first class, and have made the fastest passages 
on record. Cash orders issued on Australia from £1 upwards, and 
— forwarded.—Apply to J. Jaffray and Co., 7, Great St. Helens, 
es i to the owners, James Baines and Co., 6, Couk-street, 

verpool, 


USTRALIA—TINDALL’S LINE of 
PACKETS.—The following fine, first-class, fast-sailing, clipper 
Ships will be promptly despatched :— 














. . Tons. 
Ships’ Names. : | Masters. Destination., Dock. 
Regr. |Burthen { 








Phoenix .. .. 336 600 Parkinson Sydney St. Katha- 
_ 5 rine’s 
Lo . 474 700 | Loadman |Sydney London 





Earl of Shatt 

bury 900 = Pickering Port Phillip London 

1200 «Young Port Phill; | ondon 

700 | Westgarthi ‘apo anc} London 
ras 


eo| 0 
Anglo-Saxon o.| £00 
Oriental .. .. a0 





For Fre.g! + #tsage, apply to the undersigned, who is constantly 
despatching i«ccrticnof first-class Ships to each of the Australian 
ports. 1ETER TIYDALL, Jun., 37, Gracecharch-street. 


> nial ‘ 
MERICAN PEACUES — This excellent 
Fruit, perfectly fresh, avd. i tLe {nest flaveur, we are now 
importing from the United Sictes - yesorved in jars and cans: under 
the new tariff we are able to sel! them at the reduced prive of 5s. 
each. They will be forwarded to all parts of the country on receipt of 
a Post-office order for the amount. Sold, with every variety of Ameri- 
can goods, at the Anierican Warehouse, by ROGERS and CO., 546, 
New Oxford-street. 


\AU-DE- VIE.—Imperial Gallon, 16s.; Flask, 
Is» Upon receipt of a Post-office order for 34s., payable in 
Holborn, a case containing a dozen French bottles of this excellent 


BRANDY (pale or brown) will be despatched part 
country, without an hour's delay Sore ee _— 


HENRY BRETT and CO., Oia Furnival’s Distillery, Holborn. 


MPERIAL MEASURE” 











Pints. uarts, 
Reid’s London Stout .. es 3s. por dozen — 
Mander's Dublin Stout es 48. ” : 7s. 
East India Pale Ale .. e- 3s. ” Sa. 


Bass’s or Allsopp’s Ale ee Ss. ” 9s. 
PLUMMER BROTHERS, Frederick's-placo, Old Jewry. 
7OOD ENGRAVING.—WANTED, a re- 
spectable YOUTH with a talent for Drawing as an ARTICLED 


OUT-DOOR PUPIL.—A Premium will be reat heat 
Law and Stammers, 204, Strand. required,—Address, W., 
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NEW BOOKS, c. 


ITERARY GIFT BOOKS. 
The following may now be had :— 
BYRON’S POETICAL WORKS. With Plates 
and Vignettes. Ten Vols. 30s. 


2 
BYRON’S POETICAL 
One Vol., 


“WORKS. 
with Portrait and Ro ge 12s. 


BYEOR 8 POETICAL WORKS. In Eight Pocket 


Volumes. 


BYRON’S CHILDE HAROLD. Illustrated by a 
Portrait of Ada and Thirty Vignettes. 10s. 


5. 
BYRON’S LIFE and LETTERS. With Plates 
and Vignettes Six vols. 18s. 


BYRON’S LIFE and LETTERS. Complete in 
One Volume, with Portraits and A apy ei 12s. 


CRABBE’S LIFE end Forms 


Complete in 


With Plates and 


Vignettes. Eight Vols. 24s. 
CRABBE’S ‘LIFE and POEMS: Complete in 
One Volame. With Portrait and Vignettes. 10s. 64. 


ee HOF HEBER’S INDIAN JOURNALS. 2 


BISHOP HEBER’S POEMS. With Portrait. 7s 6d. 
MILMAN'S POETICAL WORKS. With Plates 


and Vignettes. 3 vols. +s 
MILMAN’S WORKS of HORACE. Illustrated 

with 300 Vighettes by Scharf. es 
‘HORACE. With Wood- 


MILMAN’S LIFE of 
cuts. 9s. 


M4 
: LOCKHART’S ANCIENT SPANISH BALLADS. 
is. 6d. . 


15. 
LOCKHART’S LIFE of. ROBERT BURNS. 3s. 
CROKER’S BOSWELL'S JOHNSON. Complete 


n One Volume. FPortrai 


REJECTED ADDRESSES. 
Woodcuts. 5s. 


ALLAN CUNNINGHAM S POEMS and SONGS. 
With Woodcuts. 2s. 6d 


SIR HUMPHRY 
With Woodcuts. 6s. 


With Portrait and 


DAVY'S CONSOLATIONS. 


20. 
DAVY’S ‘SALMONIA. 


SIR HUMPHRY With 
Woodcuts. 6s. 

HALLAM’S LITERARY ESSAYS and CHA- 
RACTERS. 2s. 


BOOK of COMMON PRAYER. With 1000 Wood- 
cuts, Initials, and Coloured age 2is. 


SOUTHEY’S BOOK of t the CHURCH. 128. 


24. 
WILKINSON’S ANCIERT EGYPTIANS. 
500 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 


BRAY’S LIFE of STOT HARD. [Illustrated with 
Portrait and 70 Woodcuts. 21s. 


The FAMILY. ARABIAN NIGHTS. 
with 600 Woodcuts, by Harvey. 2ls. 


JAMES’ TABLES of ZSOP. With 100 Woodcuts, 
by Tenniel. 2s. 


ESSAYS from the “ TIES. ” 48, 


The FAIRY RING, With Woodcuts, by Ri 
Doyle. 7s. 6d 


JESSE’S COUNTRY LIFE. With Woodcuts. 6s. 
ee S NATURAL HisTORY. With Woodcuts. 
Joun MURRAY, Albemarle-street. 


OOKS for | CHRISTMAS. Published by |’ 


‘ABLE and CO. 


With 


Illustrated 


Richard 





‘AS CONST. 
LORENZO "BENONE? or, Pascaces in the Life pA is : 
‘With four Mustrations de- 


an Italian. Frontispieve 
signed and drawn on Wood, 
A few copies of 
Tllustrations 
ranked among conterm 
s the cemtury in which their anthors live.”—Examine 
“This work should be as extensively read as * Uncle Tom's Cabin.’” 


Bell's Messenger. 
* On the score of style alone this volume is a remarkable curiosity.” 


~foursa v ON PLETTENBAUS ; or, The Journal 
German. 


of a Poor Young Translated h Frontis- 
hago Guignéd onl dexunan Week, by J. B. Cloth gitt edigen, prise 


WORK;; or, Plenty to Do and How to Doit. By 
piacere MARIA BREWSTER. Second Series. Cloth, gilt 
bh Also, First Series. Ninth Thousand. Cloth, gilt 
TSiibe Brewster is spleen mantener 


precisely 
drowsy dreamer, but ae awake, strong in heart, ardent in zeal, and 
intent on the vigorous use of right means to promote right ends.””— 


British Banner. 

“Fall of wholesome instruction, clothed in elegant language.’”’— 
Evangelical Christendom. 

The First _ Second Series may be had in One Volume, cloth, gilt 
eiges, “er 


st Deeember. 
QUARTE r ERLY TSSUbof Dr. r CHALMERS" ’S LIFE. 
To be completed in four Quarterly Parts. 
Edinbargh: THoMaS ConsTABLE and Co. Hamilton, Adams, and 
Co., London. 


OOKS for CHRISTMAS. 


In Two Volumes, cloth, lettered, 2s. 6d each, 
Ul with 


TALES for pont ae ne Being Tales selected 
“ Chambers’s Paper for the Peo: 


tatean Volumes, er lettered iM 1s. 6d. each, Ilustrated 


rontispieces. 
CHAMBERS’S POCKET MISCELLANY. This 
adormsation, and ioenselientiy sdagied en a Limeary: Conmpation or 
formation, a: 
the Railway, the Fireside, or the Bush. rasa eae Ta 


Newly issued, price 1s. —_ cloth, lettered, Illustrated with 


CHAMBERS’S LIBRARY for YOUNG PEOPLE. 
A series of small volumes, consisting of Moral and Religious Tales, 
History, Poetry, and Subjects of General Po aad rl 

—— in INDIA; or, my Hindoostan. 

CLEVER BOYS. and other 8: 

pa AFFECTION. A Tal 
NGLAND, HISTORY of. By FREDERICA ROWAN. 
FIRESIDE, AMUSEMENTS. 
FRANCE, HISTORY of. B = ge gr 
GRANDMAMMA’S POCKE 





. C. HALL. ' 
at ROBINSON, and other Taleo. 
OR. URAG: Tales. 
OLD ENGLAND, A'TALE of. By THOMAS a 
ORLA: a Tale. 


DINO By Miss EDGEWORTH 

POEMS for YOUNG PLE. 
SCOTLAND, HISTORY of. FREDERICA ROWAN. 
SELF-DENIAL, JACOPO, okem Tales. 
Pani GABRIEL. A Tale. By MARY HOWITT. 

WAN’S EGG, The. oi ge oe C. HALL. 
TRUE HEROISM, and other Stories. 
UNCLE SAM’S MONEY-BOX. By to oa Cc. HALL. 
WHISPERER, The. By Mrs. 8. C. 
W. and R. CHAMBERS, 3, Bride-court-amage, Pct Mpeetatrset Ts arg 
don; and 339, High-street, Edinburgh; and by all Boo! 


HEAP CHRISTMAS BOOKS.—Now 
Ready, a Catalogue of Remainders of Juvenile Books, selected 

rom Jarrold and Sons’ Stock of 30,000 Rene cont: many 
avourite Beoks now out of Print and incl: 





ro De ortin and free by post, on siptination to 


low 
va ROLD iad SONS. Norwich. 


* BLANCHARD JERROLD, Feng * 


NEW BOOKS, §c. 
OOKS for CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 


Published Hy ne — enn? Successors to Henry 
Colbarn, 13, Great M 

a," A SKETCHER'S 3° TOUR ROUND the WORLD. 

adeent ELWES, . Royal 8vo, with Twenty-one Coloured 

I ee from O; Drawings by the Author, 21s., elegantly 


2 YE SONG of ROLAND, as Chanted before the 
Battle of Hastings, by the MINSTREL TAILLEFER. Translated 
he Aathor of ‘ Emilia Wyndham."’ Small 4to, handsomely 


bound, 5s. 
3. CLASSIC and HISTORIC PORTRAITS. By 
JAMES BR 2 vols., 
4. ogy = ARDOE'S" ‘LIFE of MARIE de ME- 
DICIS. ion. Three volumes, with fine Portraits, 42s. 
5. SCENES tro from SCRIPLURE. By the Rev. G. 
CroLty L 
rhe MARVELS of SCIENCE, and their TESTI- 
mony toHOLY WRIT. By P an FULLOM, Esq. Sixth Edition, 
. A LAT Illustrations, 
A LADY'S | 8 visit to © the GOLD DIGGINGS of 
avsrmatta int ts. CH*RLES CLACY. 10s. 

4 SLICK'S Wisk SAWS and MODERN 
INSTANCES: or, What he Said, Did, or Invented. Second Edition. 
—- vols. 

AMILY ROMANCE; or, Domestic. Annals of 
tne ORE Vi By J. B. BURKE, Esq. Two vols., 2 8. 
RE VELAT Ione of SIBE ERTA. By A 
BANISHED LADY. Third t Edition. Two vols. 
. EIGHT YEARS ‘ia in PA LESTINE, SYRIA, 
-. rn MINOR. By F. A. NEALE, Esq. Two vols., with illus- 
trations, 21s. 
12. CALEB FIELD: a Tale. By the Author of 
* Margaret Maitland.” 6s. 
THE JUVENILE GIFT-BOOK OF THE SEASON. 
FANNY FERN’S LAST NEW WORK. 


x 
ITTLE FERNS for FANNY’S LITTLE 
FRIENDS.—This delightful little Book is now ready, embel- 
lished with Eight Pi Engravings in sepiatints, by Birket Foster; 
engraved by Evans. Post 4to, beautifully bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.; 
extra cloth, gilt edges, 3s. 6d.; morocco elegant, 7s. 6d.; morocoo an- 


ue, | le 
i N.B. The Copyright of this book is secured. 


Now ready, Second Edition, 

FERN LEAVES from FANNY’S PORTFOLIO. 
By FANNY FERN (Sister to N. P. Willis). Illustrated with Eight 
Page Engravings in sepiatints, from Designs by Birket Foster. Of 
this work 6000 copies were o-deredin America in advance of publica- 
tion, and 50,000 have already been sold. This is the only complete 
and Illustrated Edition. Several new Sketches by Fanny Fern have 
been added, which are not inany other edition. Cloth, 2s. 6d.; extra 
cloth, 7 edges, 3s. td.; morocco elegant, 7s. td.; morocco 
antique, 10s. 6d. 

this day, 


The PARABLES. “or FRIEDRICH ADOLPH 
KRUMMACHER, transla‘ed from the Seventh German Edition (the 
last revised by the soy Embellished with forty beautiful 
Drawings by J. R. Clayton, Esq., engraved by Dalziel Brothers. 
Smell 4to. beautifully printed on the finest paper, and tastefully 

bound in cloth, gilt edges, 6s. 

These Parables must be welcome to all readers, i as they 





‘NEW BOOKS, ge. 


Bag a mB PRESENT. 
RY ST the Third Edition ef 
HE CHERR STON Es; or, Charlton School. 
A Tale for Youth, partly from the MSS. of the late Rey. WIL~ 
LIAM ADAMS, M A., Author of ‘* The Shadow of the Cross,” and 
other Works. ‘edited by the Rev. H. C. ADAMS, M.A, 
RIVINGTONS, Waterloo-place. 





CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
Elegantly printed, in pan Biwi with Memoir and Portrait of the 
or, 
ACRED ALLEGORIES. Contents :—The 
Shadow ~ hw Cross, the Distant Hills, the Old Man’s: Home, 
i the King’s Mi rs. By the Rev. WILLIAM ADAMS, M.A., 
late Fellow of Merton ollege, Oxford. 
sae uepeereLn sp haceatane 
by the exe » Author 
THE WARNINGS of the HOLY 
Series of Lent Lectures. Fourth Edition. 4s. 6d. 


HURCII SERVICES for PRESENTS: An 


‘ ARRANGEMENT of the COMMON Pe and 
LESSONS. By the Hon. berg ae GRIM 


WEEK, in a 








The a sone in having the 
entire Morning and racing Sat ice — in a large clear type; in 
two e table volumes, one for the 
Evening. 

The following are the prices:— 


Royal 18mo, morocco, elegant .. oe oe £1 15 
Ditto ditto plain e ee e« 110 
Ditto calf gilt leaves 1 & 

Royal 32mo, morocco, elegant ee eo 1 4 
Date = og plain ee oo ee Be 

gilt leaves 0 16 


Dit 
London: T. , ATOM 4 187, Piccadilly ; and ‘of any B iksell 


orning and the other for the 


on SUNDAY, 


Clemence =i si 
oe fot camped or 


wey SERVICE, JO JO) iN FIELD + 


fre cl cana, without charge, en all books ia it the 
Warehouse, 65, Regent Quadrant, corver of v “er Bitte 





Purvores PRESENTS for oy 





prising every lish 
Goods, dressing and bef Bis eal oy “jewel Z 
watches, bronzes, china, glass, ir, pay ‘ é, and giocke 
stationery vi ae oar tie Biles Pr ivoen ok | "thousands of 
icles jo ©O., 1 Regen! 
street, corner of Beak-s' = . 





UTVOYE'S EIGHT-DAY ROUND BRASS 





UTVOYE’S £3 3s, LADIES’ ROSEWOOD 
DRESSING-CASES, with Jewel Drawers and Solid ad 
Bottles.—An immense variety of writing and dressing-cases, d 
boxes, soufflettes, work-boxes. tilled re: and every description of 
ame cabinet and leather goods.—154, Regent-street, corner of Beak- 





UTVOYE’S £4 4s. GOLD WATCHES, 


four holes jewelled, horizontal escapement, warranted.—Silver 
Watches, £2 10s. Solid Gold Chains, of their own manufactare, sold 
at per ounce; and the fashion only ch . Every a or 
Jewellery taken in ae? or purchased for cash.—154, 
street, corner of Beak-stree' 








[208TRATED BIBLES for CHRISTMAS 


PRESENTS. 

MATTHEW HENKY’S COMMENTARY. 
torial ray Sate ee bg Engravings, Ry &c. 3vols., 4to, 
bar 74 £2 13s. ; calf, elk. £3 178. 6d. 

COBBIN'S DOMESTIC BIBLE. 700 Engravings, 
“oy Steel an as a Copious Notes, Reflections, References, &c. 


ORIEN TAL BI BIBLE. Notes, References, coteared 
Maps, and numerous Engravings, beautifully gn Crown §8vo, 
morocco, 18s. 6d.; ditto ory 20s.; dittoantique, 24s. 


UPERIOR "POCKET 
COBBIN’S PORTABLE COMMENTARY. Copious 
Notes, References, yom air kage nag — Morocco, 9s. 6d.; ditto 
ery“ 1K 6d.; ditto e! oT BL i 

LY tiGAL BIBLE. “50,000 Sas. and 9 

PE cn Maps. Morocco, flexible. 10s.; ditto, eleg ant, 
DIAMOND KEFEKENCE BIBLE With 70,000 
“eros eg a oe ay Roan, gilt edges, 58.; morvcco, flexible 


STEBBING es “BIBLE. With Notes, Practical and 
Expianatory. By the Rev- HENRY 4c DD. A New Kdi- 
tion. Roan, 5s.; morocco, 7s.; di.to, best, 9s. 

SPECIMENS sent, post free, by DAVID KEAY, Bible Warehouse, 13, 

ugh-square, Flee:-street, London. 


Pic- 





do, in an allaring form, the deepest truths “TUuindene x en a oe 
for Sabbath reading, the Work is highly commended, and in 
universal use thro Germany. 


Ready, this day, 
A BRAGE BEAKER with the SWEDES. By W. 
Illustrated with Sketches by the 
hor. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 


s. 6d. 
ated London: NATHANIEL COOKE, Milford House, Strand. 





emmees 8 = oh Boe eal aces 
) illus 


OBINS 'N CRUSOE, by “DANIEL DEFOE. 
Sandford and Merton, by Thos. Day. Contentment better 
than Wealth, by Cousin Alice. Florence, by Mrs 
by Mrs. Stowe. Kiss for’ a Blow, by H. C. Wright. 
handsomely bound in cloth, 1s. each.) Bunyan’s Pilgrim's Progresa, 
unabridged, genuine, and unaltered. Annals of «he. Poor, by Legh 
Richmond; five tales a Things to Love, a New Book for 
Sabbath Schoels, just out, price-3d. 
London: T. 1 KEBLE. 162, Fleet- street. 
INTERESTING CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
bh ,HE mo Tenth Edition, with Fifteen Illustrations, 10s, 6d., 
CRESCEN T and the CRO 
ELIOT WARBURTON. 2 
** A book d.to Bg more practically useful. never 
‘penned than * t and the Cross '"—a eo which 
all others in it#h as for "be sublime, and its love for the L 
Nw oP genta = msecrated toeverlasting im nortality.’=—Sug. 
= Colbark, by aa successors, HURST anid 
Bintan, 1546 134 Great Marlborough-street. 


AND NEW YEAR BOOKS. 


By 





Now bhatt 


URSERY RHYMES of ENGLAND ; col- 
or Mag Regge Tradition. Edited by J. JAMES 


ORCHARD ©. oo 
am RUsaxi 2 SMITH, 36, Soho-square. 


any in one handsome volume oe with Twenty Engravings, 
aoe, Svephanoff, and Music to the Carols, gilt 
loth: Massy 


HRISTMAS-TIDE : its History, jrestivities, 
and Carols. By WILLIAM SANDY3, Esq, F. 
JoHuS RUSSELL SMITH, 36, Soho-square, Lond: 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR BOYS. 
Just published, feap.. 78.» c oth, 
YOUNG VOYAGEURS; or, Adven- 
tures in the Far ies of the Far North. By Captain 
ari REID. 


A capital book for for “ Christmas Present,a New Year's Gift, or a 
Keepsake at any season. Pies gana 


2. THE BOY HUNTERS. “Third Edition. 7s. 
3. THE DESERT HOME. Third Edition. 7s. 
DAVID BOGUE, Fleet-street. 





—" 








— FOR CHRISTMAS PARTIES. 


ww ready, clot! 
OUND GAMES for ALL PARTIES. A 
Amusements for 


Collection or the greatest Tee Family 

thé Fireside or Fionic of Memory, Catch 
requiring the exercise of Finey, Intelligence, and 

Imagination; Directions for Crying Forfeits, &c., &c. With Llustra- 


tions. 
x.’ ACTING CHARADES. By the BROTHERS 
YHEW. New Editi 
MA CRACKER BONBON for CHRISTMAS 
PARTIES; consisting — ae mgr Pieces for Private Representation. 
By ROBERT B. BROUG 3s..64. 
Da tro BoGuE, Fleet-street. 





rice 21s., elegantly bo: 
HE KiEESe for 1854.” Edited by M Miss 
POWER; with contributions by the most popular writers. 
The Plates engraved eae? the superintendence of Mr. Frederick 
Heath. DAVID BOGUE, Fleet-street. 





Now ready, cloth, gilt, 21s., 
HE COURT ALBUM ; or, Book of Beauty 
for 1854. A Series of Portraits of the Female Aristocracy, 
with ae and Historical Memoirs. 
DAVID BOGUE, Fleet-street. 





January 2 will be SHANK’ ice Is.. No. l. of 
EORGE CRUIKSHANK’S MAGAZINE. 
Conducted by FRANK E. SMEDLEY (Frank Fairlegh), and 

Llustrated by George Cruikshank. 
DAViD BOGuE, Fleet-street. 





ready, fep. 8vo, 68. 
EMORABLE WOMEN : the Story of their 
ives. By Mrs. NEWTON CROSLAND. With Eight En- 
gravings oy Birket Foster. 
DAVID BOGUE, Fleet-street. 





On Saturday, December 31, — 2. ¢ paige ae Penny ; and Part J., price 


R. LARDNER’ Ss ‘MUSEUM of SCIENCE 
and ARP; a Miscellaty of Instructive and Amusing Tracts on 

e Physical Sciences, and on their Application to the Uses of Life. 
The work will be published at Oue Penny, in Weekly numbers of 
Sixteen bi yg a large 12mo, printed on good paper, in a clear type, and 
necessary, Py engravings on Wood : also, in Monthly 





A SUITABLE PRESENT TO YOUTH. 
Just published, 18mo demy, cloth, price 2s., 
tes DEATH of ABEL, from the. German, 
by 8. GESSNER. A new and — a Sent 
post free, on receipt of twenty-four postage sta 
London: DE BENHAM, 56, rompton-row, Brompton. 


12OOKS | for CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. A 
very beautiful selection of Illustrated Works, ee for ' 
Christmas and New Year’s Presents, may be inspected at C. and T. 
fa PALMER'S (late Harvey and Darton), 55, act 





OOKS for CHILDREN.—The best selection 
a London fo oh he Ss eee See 
Harvey and Darton), 55, 


Gracechurch-street, City. 


Parts, pa Hy anos in pper; and in Quarterly Volumes, 
neatly bound, price One Shilling and Sixpence. 
The following subjeets will form Early Numbers of the Work:— 


The amet, are they Inhabited The Sun and Moon. 


Globes Latitude and Longitudes. 
Popular Fallacies, in Questions of | Steam Power. 
Physica! Science. The Eye and Sight. 
Weather Prognostics. The Ear and .Hearin; 
The Tides. ‘Thunder and Light 
bocomotion by cont and Water | Light. 
in the United Stat The Obsolete Elements. Air, 


The Electric Telegragh- 
Lunar Influences. 
the Potte: 


Cometary Influences. ter’s A: 
Eclipses. ‘Stars. | The Plurality of Worlds. 
Meceste Stones and Shooting 


oi memmenteeens Ageia ba hed cE Gageenen ans of oft 


Earth, Fire, and Water. 
Anecdotes of — Arts—No. 1. 
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Gatalogee of Taveatl Books willbe sent 


{IATCGHARD PALMER. A new 
any address, on 





Edition, with numerous Additions, 
trom designs by W. B. Wacetszoral lee, eaere 2 


THE GIFT BOOK OF THE SEASON. 
Now ready, in small 4to, elegantly printed and bound in cloth, 
gilt ares pierre £1 fea oe a where “3 8s.; and morocco by 


NUPPERS 2 PROVERBIAL, PHILOSOPHY. 


With above Sixty Cope, Horsley, Pi 





He cincuran 6: ROYAL PATENT ROTARY 

CULAR GAME.—Applicable to Racing, 

r games, allowed to be the meat interesting tinsement et Dro- pro- 

pa may be played by two, or any umber of persons. Also 

the ordinary Race , from Is. to £ 7a FUTVOXE, Patentee 
and Man Manufveturer, 154, Regent-street, coruer of Beak-street. 

C HRISTMAS TREES, &c.—-FRESH- 

ROOMS are NOW OPEN, faa he Eoassnes velar at fe td 
and decorations for trees. Imperial plums, in po boxes, of all 

sizes; Eloa's plums, very sero cry apri 

Chinois, &c.; very requtslie? for ‘the dessert- 


table, i and retail, at 44, P 
. 
ia J it "y , oaltry, Cheapside, and corner of 


Cea PRESENTS for COUNTRY 











han, 
bury, London. N.B. 





CunsrHas PRESENTS.—The LADY’S 
OBEWOOD.DRESSING-CASE contains jewel- drawer, is 
of the full size, lined with silk velvet, with looking-glass, 
tooth brush preter jars, botties, brushes, combs, and cutlery yo = 
Other Ladies’ Dre: a fitted, are the £3 10s. pa 


A 





by 
niel, Birket Fo .ter, Corbould, and whe eminent A: 
ndon; T. HATCHARD, is7, P.ceadilly ; and of any y Bookseller. 


ei . 
CHOOL PRIZES, CHRISTMAS PRE- 
SENTS, and NEW~ -YEAR' S GIF ‘TS.—The Largest Collection of 
Works in 8 Juve , Bibles, P,ayers, 
and Church servi, oe Table Books and Annuals; the whole 
elegantly bound in calf, morocco, and other ornamental bindings, are 
on sale, and offered at the lowest prices, by SOTHERON, SON,” and 
DRAPER, 10, Litde Tower-street, Eastcheap, City ; West-end 
Ho Gratis. 











with _ cngraved plated fittings; the , of superior finish, IK the 

pattern, £4 4s.; the Vietorie, lined with leather, 

£5 5s.; the brase-bound, £6; the mulberry buhl pattern, £6 108.— 
BELLAMY SAVORY, Dressing- -case Maker, 46, Cornhill. 
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Conduit-+ YS 


Branch, 331, Strand (opposite S 
yy ESs8s. SAUNDERS and OTLE 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


wp tgs tebe in KAFFIRLAND. By Captain 
moet KING. . 8vo., with numerous Illustrations. 
LOL Sam and J E ag A Cargo of Christmas. 


T BEE, E: 
en a) DELMAR. A Taig By G. W.. 


ae iy tT 
POE hy PHILIP CHALONER. 
_ The LAYS pof MANY YEARS. - By the Rev. J.-D. 


Col. CHURCHILL'S MOUNT LEBANON. Three 
the | DUCLOM'S DAUGHTER'S DOMESTIC} 
tot LODGE'S PEERAGE and BARONETAGE 
eSKETC! CHES and CHAKACTERS; or, the History 
“MARY 'ASION. By E. NUGENT, Esq. Second 


Editio 
¥OR WRITERS OF SROEION, POEMS, wesmas, PAMPHLETS, 
RMONS, ESSAYS, 

HOW to PRIN T and WHEN’ to ‘PUBLISH. <Ad- 
vice to Authors, Inexperienced Writers, and Pos-essors Be pmmere m 
on the effictent Publication of Books intended-for — Cireulation or 
peivate Secaneiet: Seut post-free, to orders, inclosing 12 stamps, 


SAUNDERS and OTLBY, Publishers, Conduit-street. 


e] 
HAMBERS’S. JOURNAL of POPULAR: 
LITERATURE, oe and ARTS. 
Lhe Series of CHAMBERS BDINBURGH. JOURNAL will 
close with No. 522, on December 31; ‘end 
FIRST oNUMBER of a NEW PERIODICAL 
with the above title will be issued on SATURDAY, 7th tae Bat fl 
1854. Resembling the existing Work in its external form, the nm 
one will exhibit such fresh features as will afford, it is hoped, a Pledge 
of the wishes of Messrs. CHAMBERS to adapt their efforts to t 
improving tastes of the age. vol vee’ there will be presented a 
higher class of Fietion, commencing with a 
TALE OF MODERN LIFE 
by Mr. LEITCH Lp as which wiil be continued in Weekly Chap- 
ters till completed; alsoa 
MONIHLY REVIEW of the LIBRARY and STUDIO, 
in addition to-a Monthly Record, ‘stifl more carefutty drawn up than 
ener of the 
PROGRESS of SCIENCE and the USEFUL fra 
Among expected contributions of importance, may be 
series of Articles on 
THINGS AS THEY ARE IN AMERICA, 
by Mr. WILLIAM CHAMBERS, who is at present travelling in the 
nited States and Canada, for the purpose of personal inquiry and 
pa men 
It will be the constant study of the Editors to maintain in the New 
Work ail those general features which for ee oe Years hav 
givea their Journal its extensive popularity — ht Litera- 
ture, comprehensive Information, sound Ethics, aod enlightened 
views of a Progressive posal. oer? without the admixt ture of 
controversial matter of an 
Issued in 
” ale. sae at Led a 83d. 
early Volum is 6d, 
The Second Series of CHAM tS) EDINBURGH JOURNAL will 
form a oan peg in Twen well adapted 
ied Private Libraries, for Emigrants, and for Pre~ 





mentioned a 


mec Price: 637 7s. in sheets, or £4 10s. bound in cloth.’ Price of each 
volume separately, in cloth, 4s. 6d. 
Pablished b: . and R. CHAMBERS, 3, Bride-passage, Fleet-street, 


, and , High-street, Edinburgh; J. M’Giashan, Dublin; H. 
Campbell, Glasgow; and all Booksellers. 





\HAMBERS'’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL, 


No. 521. Mog. DECEMBER 2%. 


Our Terrace on Sanday. 

A New Career for Lithography, 

A Spell at the Cran! 

A Peep into an Italian rah gt —Concluding Article. 
The Wax- insect of Chi: 

The Other Sice of the Medial, 


and kK. CHAMBERS, 3, Bride-passage, Fleet-street, London; 
and bs High-street, Edinburgh; and sold by Rt booksellers. 





Will be ready January 1, No. 1, price 
‘) 
HE MAGAZINE of SELE CULTURE, 
incorporated with the “ British Comer maliet,' a6 established 
as an aid to the inteliectual development of t 
*,* Orders fur No. 1 must be ven rearly. 
London: HOULSTON and STONEMAN; and all Booksellers. 





40s. each, forwarded to any , post, 
accompaniéd by a Post-office order, punctually attended to-F . 
137, Houndeditch, London. 
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HRISTMAS PRESENTS. — BELLAMY 


oars of hi eatabitsianent. "Eile popieecanache shewreesch to re- 
Hi ‘is papier-maché show: 





three floors of his pop een ‘-room is re- 
plete with el : ling work-boxes, 

ins! . Gaacnen card-trays, 
envelope-boxes, albums, tea- » and tables; papier- 
Taaché present can be purchased $s. to zis. 4 sultable gift to 6 


gentleman proceeding to ahot tree yas isa Spanish dressing- 
case, with the circuiar ends, and the partitions morticed, and fitted 
with J. Rodge: The Church 


wood articles, 
penknives, 
and cutlery-cases are well adapted for presentation. “Adicer tice, 
dressing-case-maker, British paper wenden ane 46, Cornhill, London. 


(CRIM AS PRESENTS.—Superior full- 
ized rosewood work-bos, with pearl reels, 25s. com 3 
lady's rosewood desk, with envel: 








lls. 6d., 15s. 6d., 218.3; a capital 18-inch brate-bound 
with secret and long drawers, and Mordan’s lock, £3 5s.; an elegantly 
inlaid; or figured ebony desk, £3 10s.; and the 
gentleman’ 's one guinea Gressing-case, in y- Ther and 
morocco ther goods the 1 ‘6 roll-up . 
case, 218.; the box pouch, 30s.; and other gentlemen’s ~cases, 
at £2 2s., £2 1és., and £3 10: flis tourist's com m or writing 
£4 48. be ge A sane oes hoe hnggnt fe oe Picea~ 
dilly; students’ com: housewives and 
pocket- with ctremente BELLAMY Oa) SAVORY, Dressing- 


case Maker, 46, Cornhill, London. 
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100 forw: te any of Kingdom for 6s.; 100 fine De' 
~ ae uite a lax fb a ae | 
: are for 3 
sdapted for ts in Zea. at dozen 
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au orders immediately att » TLLIAM DE “ 7, Baw 
street, Covent garden.—N.B. Sodany Y residents requiring fr Fish 


from London may rely on their orders bey punctually to, 
both in price and quality. All Post-office orders, as above, to be made 
payable at the Strand Meney Order-otfice. The Trade supplied. 


HRISTMAS PRESENTS tor LADIES, 
CHEAP, eater and USEFUL, at PARKINS and GOTTO'S 
Rosewood Li ases, lined, )ich silk velvet, ted, Sa dtawer, and 
handsomely fisted, Bis. 6d 6d.; Writing-oases, ~~ 3 a 
; nvel 








HE RUN and READ LIBRARY ; consist- 
ing only of Works uniting taste, humour, and sound princi, oe 
ls 6d. py Bre in boards, 2s. in cloth neat. Now read, rs Vol. 
THE CONFES80R; Edited by Rev. C. B. TAYLER. 
singular beauty and ’ originality.’ '—Galignani’s Messenger. ven Il, 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY sof a £5 NOTE; by Mrs. J. B. BB 
* Well deserving of per 2 me Mi rang Herald, Vol. L., I'VE Bh EN 
THINKING; by Mrs, ROE. Edited Rev oa B. TAYL ER. 
charming tale.”—Critic. ~ * Most fascinating.” 
London: CLARK, MRBTON; ene Se ea may address, J, M 
Burton and Co., Ipswich 


E TIMES, DAILY NEWS, and MORN- 
ING CHRONICLE, posted on the Evening of the Day of Pubil- 





, &e , sent gratis on applica- 





nee: WALTON and MABERLY, Upper Gower-street; and Ivy- 
» Paternoster-row. 





a red price. 
A List, with ae days of 
tion, by W. D. ON 


publication, 
and rd BON, Abchurch-yard; and 74, Cannon- 
Street, City (Rstabiished 809). 


7s. 6d.; Cases, 
por 1s.; Papier Maché ditto, 3s. 6d.; Silver yo Pe el = In- 
laid C. Card-cases, Scrap-books, Albums, Glove-boxes, Retieules, Key 
and Jewel-boxes, Caskets, Blowting- books, Paper-cases, and = 
stands, richly Ne pr poo bw te med uhl, &c.; a splendid assortmen’ 
of Papier Maghé of ever, 
PRESEN’ TS for ore se TLE. LEBEN. Terns Writing-cases, 

6d.5 


oS XOB, nee 2is ; Oak oon 

fitted, a oem from 10s. 6d.; D cases, fitted 
with every requirement, 12s. od. * ish mah gany Writing-desks, 
8s Students’ Cases, 7s. inkstands, Pocket-books, Lette: 
welghers and Weights, Gold Sey ‘Sliver Pencils. and Pen 
‘o Thousand 


tionery-cases, 


re 


ibles, Prayer-books and Church 8e: in orna- 

aaa, bind Reference Bibles, 4s. 6d.; family 
Bibles, 6s. 6d.; velvet Church Services, mounted, with rims. 
8, 8, 129. 6d., usuall 21s.; Prayer-books, 
rims and clasp, 2s. 6d.; Altar and above, an# a 
variety of other at least 30 per cent 


cheaper than any othe 





Copy the address, PARKING and GOTTO, Manufacturers, 25, Ox- 
ford-street. 
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CHRISTMAS IN PARIS. 
By M. Cuaron. 


Noél! Noél! disons trois fois Noél! 
Chantons de ceur Noél pour complaire & Noél! 

Midnight strikes! All the clocks of Paris ring, chime, buzz : all 
the cradles (of the infant Jesus) are decked with leaves and ijlumi- 
nated. But the small churches— sombre, poor, and naked— open 
their doors in vain : people pass by without stopping before their 
dark and deserted portals, or their windows which the feeble light 
within scarcely serves to illuminate. The multitude are hastening 
towards Notre-Dame, the Madeleine, Notre-Dame de Lorette, 


Saint-Vincent de Paul, Saint-Roch, Saint-Sulpice, or Sainte- | 


Genevieve; and soon the waves of that living sea pour into those 
vast sanctuaries, all glittering with pictures, sculpture, gold, and 
lights, resonant with the chaunt of priests, the murmur of prayers, 
and the noise of footsteps. It is a brilliant and admirable spectacle 
for the eyes; but is it equally so for the mind? Isit, in truth, a 
real piety which calls together, at this hour of the night, beneath 
the sacred vaults these crowds of men and women, of old and 
young, of rich and poor? Alas! if suddenly a voice should sound 
from on high, uttering in a tone like thunder : ** All ye that in 
this house of God, think not of God, depart! Ye that pray not, 
depart! Ye that came here solely out of worldly curiosity, depart! 
Ye that nourish in your hearts frivolous or guilty passions, depart ! 
Depart, indifferent and forgetful souls! Souls without faith, de- 
part!’ Oh! what a sudden terror would blench all these faces! 


With what haste these pretended Christians would rush dismayed | 


towards the doors! How easy it would be to count, in a few 
seconds, the rare and truely faithful bending to the earth, and 
fervently imploring the divine mercy in the midst of the silence 
and the solitude! 

It is sad to think that the Midnight Mass should be one of the 
ceremonies which give the most trouble to the Parisian police. 
Whilst the Swiss (beadles) with their silver mounted canes and 
their innocent iron hallebardes, give chase to dogs and to school- 


boys of small invention, who empty bottles of ink into the fountains | 


of holy water, and laugh at the black spots which pious women 
make upon their foreheads, the police agents glide into the crowd, 
ubserve and spy, and surprise more than one hand insinuating itself 
into the pockets of the lookers-on. But to be impartial, we must 
acknowledge that these scandals are not peculiar to our century. 
They have existed almost in every age, and more than once the 
ceremony of the Midnight Mass has been altogether proscribed. 
Mercier, the author of the Tableau de Paris, relates that in his 
time armed soldiers had to be stationed at intervals of twenty paces 
in the church of Saint-Sulpice, in order to check the impudence 
and audacity of the youth of both sexes assembled there. 

If Christmas-night is the only one in the year on which churches 
are frequented, it is also the only one on which the custom of tak- 
ing supper is generally preserved. Where isthe humble home in 
which, midnight passed, the réveillon is not heard? On the first 
floors the tables are covered with wax-lights, flowers, oysters, tur- 
bots, pdlés de foie gras, galantines, truffes, fruits and champagne. 


At the réveillon of the garret and the porter’s lodge, there is nothing | 


more than a piece of that meat, which is the abhorrence of the 
Jews, smoking upon the gridiron, with, perhaps, some fritters, 
roasted chesnuts, and a pitcher of cider. Add to these a few old 
songs and the entertainment is complete. This jast dish, not the 
least enjoyed, no longer enlivens the suppers of the rich; their 
ears have become too delicate for the choruses of their fathers. 
People still find pleasure, however, in some saloons in hearing 
couplets in which the wit excels the music, and sallies, decently 
joyous, provoke the smile. Such couplets are usually sung by ar- 
tistes; but artistes like Nodaud, the poet-musician, and the comic 
Levassor, are not to be found every day. 


who call themselves reasonables, sit round the card-tables, scowl 
and dispute at whist with a sour politeness ; and cast, from time to 
time, a look of envy towards the rows of ices or the punch which 
groups of idlers lay violent lands upon in the passage. 

At length the dawn is about to appear, the lamps grow pale, the 
weary faces grow white, the cotillons and the whist are over, the 
visitors retire to their own abodes; but there is a noise of gliding 
foosteps in the rooms of the little children. Behold! what a 
strange circumstance! Before all the mantel-pieces of Paris are 
ranged, with a wonderful symmetry, charming little shoes , pretty 
little bottines, miniature slippers, and, at the extremities of the 
faubourgs, poor little sabots! It will be asked, what all those tiny 
little boots and shoes are doing there? There are enough of them 
to cover the feet of all the inhabitants of the vast kingdom of 
Lilliput. What are they doing there? 
beautiful little luminous hand to descend from heaven to fill them 
with preserved fruits and bonbons! In the olden time the presents 


intended for children were fastened to the two ends of the Yule | 
Log. Later an attempt was made to introduce into France the | 


Christmas-tree, which, in a large portion of Europe, has superseded 
the Yule Log. But it is most usual to keep to the simple custom 
of filling the little shoes with bonbons, which more than one mother, 
ouvriére et bourgeoise, has had the foresight to reserve for that 
purpose. We will not venture to say that, whilst the good mother 


or the elder sister is stealthily approaching the hearth and stoop- | 


ing down, one of the little sleepers, kept awake with expectation, 
does not open his eyelids slily, and say to himself : ‘* Ah! I was 
sure it was not the little Jesus!” But the prudent child will take 
care not to confess that he has discovered the mystery: he has 
too much interest in being cheated next Christmas-day ; and in a 
few hours the room will ring with his cries of false surprise but 
real gratification. 


CHRISTMAS IN THE PROVINCES. 
By M. CHArtTon. 





The provincial towns, seeing that the old customs are abandoned 
by the Parisians, have no great desire to preserve them any longer, 
‘That which ceases to amuse Paris, is not worthy to amuse the pré- 
fectures and the sous-prefectures. Better a thousand times ennui 
than a diversion which is no longer the fashion in the capital. 
The programme is therefore simple: after the mass will come the 
réveillon; there will be no singing, but there will be dancing if 
Messrs., the lawyers’ clerks, do not consider this diversion beneath 
their dignity, or do not prefer risking their month’s salary at whist. 
Happy are the children of the provinces that Paris has not yet 
abolished the bonbons in the little shoes! 

In order to find traces of the old customs of Christmas, we 
must leave the large cities, the small towns, the great boroughs, 
and the large villages behind us, and wander away into the fields, 
at a wide distance from the high roads, and, above all, from 
the lines of railway. But go as far as we may, we shall nowhere 
find that the féte of Christmas-day is celebrated with all its ancient 
traditions. 


solemn day arrived, Rustic musicians, called **//autbois de l’ Avent,” 








After the repast and the | 
songs, the juveniles dance the cotillon - the elder people, and those | 


They are waiting for a | 
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| blew their instruments from house to house, beginning at nine 
o’clock in the evening and ending at midnight, during the four 
Sundays preceding Christmas-day, which were called, with their 
weeks, the Temps de l’Avent. On the morning of the eventful day 
they accompanied the seigneur, the provost, and the seneschal to 
the pare des coulpes forestives; an enclosure, adjoining the cha- 
teau, in which the cattle of the poor peasants were shut up for 
having had the audacity to browse a little grass or a few sprouts in 
the seigneur’s domaine. The provost and the seneschal after having 
made the sign of the cross, and repeated aloud three times : ** Pax 
sit inter vos!” opened the barrier of the park and restored to their 
owners the guilty oxen and asses, if it shou!d so happen that there 
were any. At’ night-fall the fires of all the houses were extin- 
guished. Brands were then lighted at the lamp of the Virgin in 
the church and blessed by the euré; the people then traversed 
the whole country round about, bearing in their hands these flaming 
branches, which, on their return home, served as a means of re= 
kindling the fires ; foremost among which was the famous Log known 
by the name of the Yule Log or the coque de Noel. It very rarcly 
happened that the enormous Log was entirely consumed ; and its 
remnants were carefully preserved until the following Christmas. 
While the Log was burning the children retired into a corner of the 
room and repeated prayers: the elder portion of the party took 
| advantage of the interval to attach to the ends, the spiced sweet- 
| meats and packets intended for the young folks, At the same mo- 
ment a branch of ivy was suspended from the chimney piece. At 
| this signal, received with joyous shouts, the Loys embraced the little 
girls, tearing away, for every kiss, a leaf of the ivy-bough until it 
, was left entirely bare. Out of doors, in the field or the court-yard 
| of the chateau, the people amused themselves in a thousand differ- 
ent ways; some mounted upon the carts by the side of the mu- 
sicians; some went about in disguise as at the carnival; some 
carried banners with tongues represented upon them, crying : 
| ** False tongues, we will skin them all, since they are good for 
nothing!” Others again made grimaces as if they wished to bite 
| the moon, ‘o break a needle with their knees, or to stop the four 
winds with their hands. At midnight all the games ceased; the 
| bells rang slowly; on all sides the merry-makers flocked towards 
the churches, with pitch torches or tarred brands. After the mass 
the congregation chaunted the Christmas Carols or Noéls, as they 
are called, and returned home again, singing all the way, to sup 
before their burning Yule Log, unless the liberality of the seigneur 
should have provided them with a grand réveillon in the vast hall of 
the chateau. 

There are no such fétes now-a-day in France : but the Noél is 
still celebrated with a portion of the ancient piety and solemnity in 
some of the provinces. 

In Brittany, in the district of Tregnier, for example, troops of 
boys and girls disperse themselves on all sides, when the night sets 
in, and sing Noéls at the corner of the carrefour. 

In Burgundy, nothing of the olden time has been preserved except 
good humour and glad songs; and more guests may be seen at the 
réeveillons than Christians at the mass, The old men still repeat 
by rote several of the celebrated ancient Noéls bourguinois, in 
which the native Burgundian wit is more abundant than the piety. 

In Normandy, the custom of beginning the year on Christmas- 
day was preserved for many centuries. The midnight féte was 
then a more solemn one than it is at present, and its symbolical 
meaning more easily understood by simple minds. Christmas-day 
was a more manifest signal for universal renovation. Religion, 
nature, customs, business, the affections, all seemed to re-unite on 
that anniversary of regeneration, to start afresh with renewed 
activity in all the various directions of human life. There was a 
singular emblem of this idea in the monasteries of the olden time : 
on Christmas-eve the monks were authorized to take a bath and 
change their garments, as they had great need, poor fellows! 
but it was at the same time a symbolical way of saying to all 

| Christians : ‘* Purify your consciences, renovate your hearts! ” 

| The symbol is forgotten — the lessons remains. After every year 
of fatigues and trials, have we not all great need to cast aside our 
old garments and to bathe our hearts at a new fountain of resolution 
and hope? 








THE STONES OF PLOUHINEC. 
A CHRISTMAS LEGEND. 
By EMILE SOUVESTRE. 

Plouhinec is a poor town beyond Hennebon, in the vicinity of 
the sea. There is nothing to be seen around it but heaths and 
small pine woods; and the parish has never possessed enough grass 
to feed an ox for the slaughter-house, nor enough bran to fatten a 
descendant of the Rohans (1). 

But if the inhabitants are destitute of corn and cattle, they have 
more flints than would serve to build Lorient. 
town is a large heath in which the Korigans have erected two 
rows of long stones, that might be mistaken for an avenue if they 
led any where. 

Near these stones, towards the banks of the river Intel, there 
once lived a man called Marzinne : he was rich, for the district ;— 
that is to say, he could salt a little pig every year, eat black bread 
a discrétion, and purchase a pair of sabots on the dimanche du 
Laurier (Easter-Sunday). 

Marzinne was considered a proud man in the country, and had 
refused his sister Rozenne to several young men who * earned 
their bread by the sweat of their brows. ” 

Among these was a youth called Bernez, a hard-worker and a 
worthy Christian, but who had brought nothing legitimate into 
the world with him, except a willing heart. Bernez had known 
Rozenne when she was a little child; he had then just arrived from 
Ponscarfi-Bride, to work in the parish, and she had often followed 
| him singing the song that the children repeat to all who come from 
| his country : 


Ponscarfl-Bride, 
Chair de chévre, béé! ( Ba-a-ah ! ) 
This first brought them together, and by degrees, in proportion 
as Rozenne grew up, the attachment of Bernez increased ; — until 


that is to say, without reprieve. 

It is easy to understand that the refusal of Marzinne was to him 
a heart-breaking circumstance ; nevertheless he did not lose courage, 
for Rozenne continued to receive him well and to sing to him with 
smiles the old chorus composed for these that come from Ponscarff. 

It was on the night of Christmas-day, and as the stormy weather 
had put a stop to all out-of-door labour, the farmers assembled 
together, and with them several young men of the neighbourhood, 
among whom was Bernez. The master of the house who wished 
to. show how large a heart he had, had caused a supper of puddings 
and bouillie de froment au miel (porridge and honcy) to be pre- 
pared. All eyes were turned towards the fire, except those of 
Bernez, who looked upon his dear Rozennik. 

But lo! Just as the seats had been drawn up to the tables and 
the wooden spoons planted en rond in the basin, an old man threw 
open the door hastily and wished every body a good appetite. 

It was a beggar of Pluvigner who never went to church, and of 
whom honest folks were afraid. People accused him of casting 
charms upon the cattle, of blackening the corn, and of selling magic 
herbs to the wrestlers. Some even suspected him of being able to 
turn himself into a hobgoblin. 

Nevertheless, as he wore the clothes of a poor man, the farmer 
allowed him to approach the fire; he even let him have a three- 
legged stool to sit upon, and .treated him like a guest. 

When the sorcerer had finished eating, he asked if he might 
have a night’s lodging, and Bernez went to open the door of the 
| stable for him, where there were only an old donkey and a thin 
| ox. So the beggar lay down between them to warm himself, and 





The ceremonies used to commence long before the | 


| (4) A sobriquet given to pigs in Normandy. 








A Rn 


rested his head upon a sack of heath. But just as he was about 
to fall asleep, midnight struck. The old ass shook its long ears and 
turned towards the meagre ox. 

** Well, cousin, how have you been since last Christmas, when 
I spoke to you?” asked the ass, in a friendly tone. 

Instead af replying the other animal glanced towards the beggar. 

‘** It is a great pity that the Trinity has accorded us the gift of 
speech on Christmas-night, ” said he, in a sulky tone; ** and thus 
recompensed us for the assistance our ancestors rendered to the 
birth of Jesus, if we are to have for an auditor such a good-for- 
nothing as this beggar. ” 

** You are a very proud animal, M. de Ker-Meuglant, ” resumed 
the ass gayly : ** I have more right to complain ;— I, the chief of 
whose family formerly carried the Christ to Jerusalem, as is 
proved by the cross which has since been marked between our 
shoulders; but I know how to be contented with the blessings which 
the Trinity accords to me. Do you not see, besides, that the sor- 
cerer is asleep?” 

‘* All his sorceries have not sufficed to enrich him,” replied the 
ox; ** and he damns himself for very little. The devil has not even 
given him notice of the fine chance he will have, in a few days— 
and close by this place, too.” 

** What fine chance?” asked the ass. 

** What!” replied the ox; ** do you not know then that, every 
hundred years, the stones on the heath of Plouhinec drink in the 
river Intel, and that during this time the treasures hidden under 
them are brought to light?” 

** Ah! T recollect now,” interrupted the ass; ‘** but the stones 
return so quickly to their places, that it is impossible to avoid 
being crushed by them, unless you take with you, to preserve 
yourself against the danger, a branch of the Herb of the Cross, 
surrounded by sprigs of clover with five leaves.” 

** And moreover,” added the ox, ** the treasures that you have 
taken away will crumble into dust unless you give in return a 
baptised soul; for nothing less than the death of a Christian will 
bribe the demon to aliow you to enjoy in peace the riches of Plou- 
hinec.” 

The beggar who had listened to all this conversation scarcely 
dared to breathe. ; 

** Ah! dear animals! my little hearts!” thought the beggar to 
himself; ‘* you have just made me richer than all the bourgeois of 
Vannes and Lorient; be assured, the sorcerer of Pluvigner will not 
damn himself for nothing any more.” 

He then fell asleep, and in the morrow at day-break, he was in 
the fields seeking the ‘* Herb of the Cross,” and the clover with 
five leaves. . He was obliged to search for a long time and to plunge 
deep into the country, where the air is warmer and the plants 
are always green. At length, on New-Year’s-eve, he reappeared 





’ 





at Plouhinec, looking like a weasel that has found its way to a 
dove-cot. 

As he was crossing over the heath, he perceived Bernez occupied 
in striking a pointed hammer against one of the highest stones. 

‘** God help me!” cried the sorcerer, laughing; ** are you going 
to carve a house out of this column?” 

** No,” replied Bernez, quietly; ** but since I am out of work for 
the moment, I thought that if I were to trace a Cross upon one of 
these accursed stones, I would do a work agreeable to God, who 
would recompense me sooner or later.” 

** You have then something to ask of him? ” observed the old man. 

** All Christians have to ask of him the safety of their souls,” 
replied the young man. 

** And have you not also something to ask him about Rozenne?” 
added the beggar, in a lower tone. 

Bernez looked at him. 

** Ah! you know, then?” he resumed; ‘* but after all, there is 
no shame or sin in it; for if I do seek the young girl, it will be 
to lead her before the cwré. Unhappily, however, Marzinne wants 
a brother-in-law who can count more réales than I have hairs on 
my head.” 

** And if I put you in the way of obtaining more louis d’or than 
Marzinne has of reales?” said the sorcerer, in a whisper. 

** You!” exclaimed Bernez. 

“* Me.” 

** What would you ask then in return ?” 

** No more than a remembrance in your prayers.” 

‘* There would then be no need of my compromising the safety 
of my soul?” 

‘Tt would only require courage.” 

* Then tell me what I am to do!” exclaimed Bernez, dropping 
his hammer on the ground. ‘*I am ready to expose myself to 


” 


| thirty deaths, for I would rather marry and die, than live without 


And beyond the | 


one day he found himself in love, comme les Anglais sont damnés, , 


marrying.” 

When the beggar perceived that the young man was so well 
disposed, he related to him how on the coming night the treasures 
would all be displayed, but did not inform him of the means of 
avoiding the stones on their return. ‘The young man, thinking it 
only required courage and promptitude, resumed 

** As sure as there are three persons in one God, I will profit by 
the occasion, old man, and my life will be at your service for the 
hint you have given me. Let me only finish the cross which I have 
commenced to carve upon this stone, and when the time arrives 
I will rejoin you near the little pine-wood.” 

Bernez kept his word, and arrived at the appointed } lace an hour 
before midnight. He found the beggar waiting for him, with a 
wallet in each hand and one round his neck. 

** Come,” said he to the young man, ** sit down there and think 
of what you will be when you have all the silver and gold and pre- 
cious stones at your command.” 

The young man sat down on the ground and replied : 

** When Ihave the silver at my command I will give to my sweet 
Rozennik all that she desires, and all that she has ever desired, 
from linen up to silk and from bread up to oranges.” 

** And when you have the gold at your command?” added the 
sorcerer. 

** When I have the gold at my command,” said the boy, ‘* I will 
make the parents of Rozennik rich, and all the friends of her 
parents to the furthest limits of the parish.” 

** And when you have the jewels and precious stones?” said the 
old man. 

* Then,” 
earth, and say that it was Rozennik who wished me to do so. 

While they were talking in this manner the hour passed and 
midnight struck, 

At that very instant they heard a great noise upon the heath, 
and they saw, by the light of the stars, all the large stones leaving 
their places and rushing towards the river Intel. They descended 
the length of the hill-side, bruising the earth as they went, and 
tumbling against each other like drunken giants. Passing beside 
the two men they disappeared in the darkness. 

Then the beggar ran towards the heath followed by Bernez, and 


cried Bernez, ‘tI will make all men happy upon the 


” 


| in those places where a short time since the great stones had 


stood, they saw wells full to overflowing with gold and silver and 


| precious stones. 





Bernez uttered a cry of admiration and made the sign of the 
cross; but the sorcerer set to work, filling his wallets, at the same 
time listening attentively in the direction of the river. 

He had just finished loading his third wallet, and the young man 


| his waistcoat pockets, when a dull murmur like that of an ap- 


proaching storm, sounded in the distance. 

The stones had finished drinking the water of the Intel, and were 
returning to their places. They rushed on, bending forwards like 
racers, und broke every thing they came near. When the young 
man perceived them approaching he stood straight up and cried 
aloud : 

“Oh! Virgin Mary, we are lost!” : 

‘+ Not I,” said the sorcerer, who had seized in his hand the Herb 


of the Cross and the clover with the five leaves; ‘* for I have here 
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my safeguard. But it was necessary that a Christian should lose 
his life to assure me of these riches; therefore renounce Rozenne 
and prepare for death!” 

When he had uttered these words, the army of stones arrived ; 
but he presented his magic bouquet and it turned away to the 
right and to the left to precipitate itself upon Bernez. He, per- 
ceiving that all was over with him, fell down upon his knees and 
was going to close his eyes, when the great stone which headed the 
rest stopped all of a sudden and closing up the passage, placed 
itself against him, to protect him, like a barrier. 

Bernez, astonished, raised his head and recognised the stone 
upon which he had engraved the cross! It was now a baptised 
stone and could do no injury to a Christian. 

It stood still before the young man, until all its companions had 
taken their places; and then darted forward as swiftly as a 
sca-bird to its own place, meeting on its way the beggar who had 
been retarded by the weight of his three wallets. . 

On seeing it approach, the sorcerer stretched out his magic 
plants ; but the stone, now become Christian, no longer submitted 
to the enchantments of the demon, and passed hastily on, smash- 
ing the sorcerer as if he had been an insect. 





Bernez thus possessed, besides what he had himself collected, the | 


three wallets filled by the beggar, and became rich enough to marry 
Rozenne, and to rear as many children as the laouinnak has young 
ones in its nest. 


CHRISTMAS AND THE CARNIVAL. 
By M. H. Manie Martin. 
La vieille église, toute vibrante et toute sonore, était 
dans une perpétuelle joie de cloches. 
Vv 


. Huco, Notre-Dame de Paris. 


When on the Christmas of the pious year 1482 the brisk bells of 


| upon the fender. 


| ed a piercing cry and fell down fainting upon the carpet. 
| banker, dumb with astonishment, manifested his indignation in a 
} tragic pantomime. 


Notre-Dame filled the night with merry chimes, and the old towers 
shook with the resounding echoes, those mighty voices were under- | 
; 4 


stood by the faithful multitude ; and Quasimodo himself—the deaf, 
the humpbacked Quasimodo — understood and loved them! And 
along the crooked, ugly streets of the old Gallic city, the obedient 


Christians came in crowds at that revered signal to attend the 


solemn mass of midnight. 

But at the present day, how things have changed! 

Modern Paris with its new streets, tastefully laid out, and its clean 
spacious, comfortable houses — like so many palaces! — Paris, 
with its gaieties and its pleasures, its sciences and its luxuries, — 
when the great bell of Notre-Dame sounds at midnight in comme- 
moration of the mystery of the divine birth — Paris is as deaf as 
Quasimodo. 

Ah! it is because France has no longer any Christmas! No 
Sacred Christmas-day, festival so beloved by our pious ancestors; no 
Merry Christmas-day, — no dear old family tradition, — no joyful 
fete of the domestic hearth. 

Christmas was a creed; Chrismas was a custom. 

But the modern French are a nation of sceptics; they have no 
creed! 

The France of our time is a revolutionary country ; she has broken 
the links that joined her with the past; she has no traditions — no 
customs. More than sixty years ago she scattered to the four winds 


| tradition des étrennes. 


of heaven — never to call them back — her old usages, her joyous | 


Gallic songs, her renown for amiability of manners, and her chi- 
valry! 

Happy the old nations who have a Christmas-day! Such nations 
are still young. Christmas, called by our fathers the Cri de Joie, is the 
fete par excellence of juvenile gaiety — the festival of children. It 
is the first, the youngest day in the Christian period; therefore the 
nations that have remained faithful to it, and celebrate it joyfully, 
prove alike their faith and their youth. 

We, by antithesis, who call ourselves young France, we, who have 
lost our native faith and gaicty, we,— a people without a Christmas, 
— what fete have we chosen? What is the day of our sceptical 
joys,—what is the moment of our pagan laughter ? 
that period of which Christmas is the commencement; — it is the 
mardi gras ; — it is the carnival! 

We speak of ** the diversions of carnival” as the English speak 
of ** Merry Christmas.” By these different names given to the 
same period of pleasure, the moral age of the two nations may be 
estimated, 

Thus the customs of Christmas-night pass away and are lost. 
There are traces of them however still in existence, but we must not 
seek them in Paris; but far away from that revolutionary centre, in 
some province that is behind the time, some humble corner ofFrance, 
such as Britanny, where the peasants still go out to the midnight 
mass, singing ** Noéls”” in the midst of their barren heaths; and 
where the children still walk in ranks to the doors of the farms 


and the chateaux on New-Year’s-eve, singing the ancient chorus | 


of the Druids : Au Gui! au Gui! An neuf! 
The Yule-Log too is forgotten among us! And there is perhaps 
not One Frenchman of the nineteenth century who has ever reflected 


on the simple origin of this buche, so necessary to the peasants | 


during the cold Christmas-nights, when they sat up waiting for the 
bells to call them to mass. ‘In every family,” says one of our 
old chroniclers, ** they blessed the Yule-Log, anointing‘it'with wine 
and repeating over it the words : ‘In the name of the Father!” 

Now-a-days we are too wise, too proud, too philosophical to sing 
Christmas Carols and to bless Yule-Logs! That was all very well at 
the time of Quasimodo. | The bells of Notre-Dame chime in vain— 
such music is not for our refined ears. For us, let it be said once 
more, for us there is no Christmas; but, there is a carnival! 

Very well! let us speak about the carnival! 

The carnival lasts from New-Year’s-day to mardi gras. 
ihe true Parisian season, 

New-Year’s-day is a day of surprises. 


That is 


It is not for us to talk 


about the boxes of bonbons that the good old January slips under | 


little children’s pillows during the night. — Grand surprise! 

Nor is it our place to speak of the visits of those poor disdained 
second cousins, who go on that day only to visit the great lady, 
their relative. —The unexpected apparition! 

But what impatience, what desires, what diplomacy are identi- 
fied with éfrennes, or New-Year’s-gifts! and often, how many de- 
ceptions! 

But here, at least, we find traces of one of our oldest traditions. 
For it is direct from the ancient Romans that the custom has come 


down to us of giving compliments and éfrennes (strenw) in the | 


kalends of January. 


At cur leta tuis tuis dicuntur verba calendis 
Et damus allernas accipimusque preces ? 


asks Ovid in his Fasti. 

But let us see how far we are faithful observers of this tradition 
of good wishes and presents on New-Year’s-day. 

First of all we acknowledge willingly that compliments are as 
numerous now as ever they were ; — they cost nothing. 

As for étrennes, the following is an authentic anecdote about 
them, which would be disavowed even by Pierre Durand, the witty 
chronicler of our salons, and which is one illustration, among a 
thousand others, of the morality of New-Year’s-gifts. 

On the 28th December of last year, at a soirée which took place 
in one of the finest hotels of the Chaussée-d’Antin, M. Charles C..., 
an agent de change, was dancing with the wife of a rich banker, 
when in the causerie of the contredanse, they happened to speak 
about éfrennés, and M™* X..., the banker's wife, complained of her 
1 isband’s parsimony. 

**] expect,” said she, “some niggardly present; but I am re- 
signed.” 

‘* Who knows?” observed M. Charles, with an expressive smile. 

** What do you mean?” 


‘** And you, Madame, what would you say, if your husband gave 
you a bracelet worth three hundred louis d’or? ” 

‘*Oh! it is impossible,” replied the lady. 

‘* It would astonish you still more, perhaps, if I were to tell you 
that it depends entirely upon me.” 

‘* My husband’s giving me a rich present depends upon you?” 

** Yes, Madame.” 

** And how came you ascertain the exact amount of his outlay ?”’ 

‘* The outlay is already made, but the question is whether the 

ift will be for you.” 

‘**T understand you,” said M™° X... frowning, as Juno must have 
frowned on hearing of Jupiter’s intrigue with Danaé. 

‘* The affair is a delicate one,” continued M. Charles; ** but that 
is my concern.” 

‘* What have you to do with it?” 

‘That is my secret; but what matter, so that I succeed?” 

** Oh! if you succeed !...” 

And, interrupting herself, M™ X... smiled upon him in her turn 
with singular expression. 

On New-Year’s-eve the banker knocked at the door of an elegant 
apartment in the quartier Breda. 

M. Charles was lounging in an immense arm-chair, with his feet 
He rose on hearing the knock. 

‘* Tt is he!” said a little silvery voice. ‘* Run, Charles, run down 
by the secret staircase.” 





But instead of doing as he was desired, M. Charles went himself 
and opened the door. 
It was a coup de thedtre. The fair owner of the soft voice utter- 


The 


M. Charles alone stood calm and smiling. 

Some minutes afterwards, the banker regaining the use of his 
tongue, exclaimed: ‘* I suspected it! but I was far from being sure — 
on this day, too, above all others, when I had brought her 
élrennes — superb éfrennes ! a present worthy of a prince! ” 

And he drew out of his pocket a jewel-box containing a bracelet 
worth three hundred Louis. — ** What folly!” 

He resumed : ** but what am I to do with the bracelet?” 

To return it to the jeweller would be to sustain a loss of ten or 
twelve per cent, which financiers do not like to lose; — they would 
much rather give than lose. 

The banker returned home with the jewel-box in his hand. 

‘* Parbleu! said he to himself;” I will give it to my wife!” 

M"* X... received the bracelet. 

And the gallant husband, who thought he had done wonders, | 
made sure that his wife would be grateful. | 
We must confess that we have nothing to be proud of in this 
The shameful marriages for money which 
we see around us — and it may be said that a marriage for love is 
a rare exception in France — are carrying us on fatally towards 
the dissolution of the social ties. To the rich Frenchman, a | 
legitimate wife is nothing but a name! 

And what could I show English readers in our French society, 
even if I were to call up before your eyes a panorama of the Pari- 
sian carnival with its concerts and its balls of all kinds : balls 


; of the Tuileries, balls of the hotel de ville, subscription-balls of the 


mayoralty, balls of charity, balls of duchesses, balls of vanity, bur- 
lesque balls, balls célibataires, and balls of ladies under twenty- 
five years of age, and most recherchés of all— children’s balls and 
bals masqués of the Opera? 
What is there to show you in this glittering review of the high 


| society of Paris? — A brilliant display of dresses embroidered with 


gold and silk, jewellery and lace, furs and diamonds! — Wives 
estranged from their husbands; husbands gambling at cards 
or at the Bourse; serious young men already at twenty years 
of age disgusted with dancing, and hunting for a dowry; and young 
girs ambitious of obtaining a husband, not for the sake of the holy 


| joys of mutual affection, but in- order to be free from restrains 


It is the end of | 








| people. 


| or acquaintances as it may be, whom he has to visit. 








and to have the right of wearing diamonds! 

And if you seek the true French gentleman, with that noble 
bearing, that distinguished and perfect elegance, of which the 
emigration at the end of the last century sent so many models to 
foreign countries — seck him not in the modern carnival of Paris. 


} Rather go back to the time of Quasimodo. 


Salons where the French wit still sparkles, relieved by all the | 
delicacy of the purest gallantry, salons not yet rendered vacant ; 
by death, —that politics have not troubled or dismembered ; shall we | 
find any left! Shall we cite those of M™* de Staél? — of M™* Re- 
camier, — of the Princess de Belgiojoso, — of M™* Lamartine, — of 
M”* Victor Hugo, — of M™* de Montcalm, — of M'* la duchesse de 
Duras, — of M"™* la vicomtesse de Noailles, —of M™* d’Aguessean, | 
of M™* de Viriville, — of M™* la comtesse Merlin, — of M™ de 
Benusat, — of M™* Philippe Ségur, — of M™¢ de Castellane, etc. ? 

We will not say that all these salons are defunct, on the con- | 
trary, there still remain charming ones! But count them! 

No doubt you will think us severe critics of French society ; but 
why ask us for a Christmas, when we have only a carnival to show | 
you? 

It is true some people see magnificent hopes appearing on our | 
horizon ; they see that with the modern development of civilization 
a New Faith will rise up which will be the safe guard of the French 
We accept, with thankful hearts, these blessed augu- 
ries, and when another Quasimodo shall toll the bells of Notre- 
Dame for all, we will be the first to raise the joy-shout of our | 
fathers : ** Noél! Noél!” 





PARIS ON NEW YEAR’S MORNING. 

Paris is asleep from one end of the city to the other. But 
long before day-break the drums cause the silent streets to res- 
ound with a deafening noise : it is the morning homage of the 
National Guard to the superior officers of that force. This signal | 
warns the citizens of the liberality they will have to display; | 
for under colour of respect and deference the music of the drums | 
is but a demand for a gratuity. A serenade or aubade, we sear- | 
cely know which to call it, is also given on a grand scale, under 


| the windows of the Tuileries — to salute the Empress or the Em- 


peror— and was in like manner given with similar formality to the 
king or queen, when there was either king or queen in France. But 
this, though an imposing spectacle (see //lustration) is one that is 
not familiar to the mass of the people of Paris. Every body is | 
too busy on New-Year’s-morning, to have time for looking at | 
shows however splendid— or listening to music however admirably 
performed. Each family has its own business to attend to. The 
little children awaken in expectation of the dawn; they anticipate 
in thought the enjoyments and surprises of the day. The head of 
the family soon receives the compliments and the promises of the 
various members of his household. There is not a tradesman | 
in his employment, there is not an individual who has rendered him | 
any service direct or indirect in the course of the year, who, on the 
First of January, does not comport himself towards him with the 
same ceremony as if he filled the highest position in rank and power. 
Irrespective of his duties as head of a family and subordinate 
of some other person, the citizen has to fulfil various obligations as 
a member of society. He has connections in the world, friends 
The | 
exigencies of civility are less with regard to these last-mentioned. 
In acountry where the social relations extend with marvellous faci- 
lity, a man would be infallibly bored to death if he were obliged to 
pay these visits in person. The sending or leaving of cards short- 
ens this long and wearisome formality. Our era has even gone 
beyond the sans fac¢on of the last century. Formerly these cards | 
were taken by servants ; in this proceeding there was a remnant of | 
respect. But now-a-days it is to the post-office, or to the agents of 
an administration specially charged with this service, that is de- | 
legated the duty of distributing cartes de visite. In the pro- 
vincial towns where the relations of life are more immediate, it | 





| their vulgar good-wishes on New-Year’s-day. 


is customary to place a dish at the door, in which every visitor 
drops his card. The custom of inscribing the name in a book 
at the door, is reserved for high and royal personages. 








NEW YEAR'S GIFTS IN A WORKING MAN’S FAMILY, 
[WITH AN ILLUSTRATION BY GAVARNI. | 
By EMILE SOUVESTRE. 


Among those large and but little frequented streets, which occupy 
the high ground on the left bank of the Seine, there is one of which 
the aspect is particulary quiet, and so to speak, provincial ; it is the 
rue du Montparnasse. In that street several houses of the better 
class of citizens, surrounded by planted courts or gardens, are 
mingled among carpenters’ workshops, timber-yards, and the lum- 
bler abodes of mechanics and artizans. The comfortable hotel 
overlooks the7shed ; the superfine coat rubs against the blouse. And 
this contiguity produces neither arrogant disdain on the one side 
nor envious hostility on the other; each lives in his own sphere 
without comparing himself with his neighbour. 

It was chiefly on account of the quietude of the place that M. Le- 
fevre, an ex-conseilier d’Etat, had decided upon fixing his abode in 
it. M. Lefevre was an old bachelor, rich and well-informed, who, 
after having lived for himself when he might have been useful to 
his fellows, found fault with others for doing as he had done, now 
that he began to have need of their sympathy and assistance. His 
egotism, having grown old, had, as usually happens, transformed 
itself into misanthropy. Too enlightened not to recognize his 
mistake, and too self-indulgent to reproach himself with it, he made 
a compromise between his judgment and his amour-propre by de- 
ferring the self-condemnation which he knew that he deserved. 

He employed all his ingenuity in. proving the vices of his fellow 
creatures. Drawing consolation from every fresh instance of per- 
fidiousness, hypocrisy or servility, he exclaimed, with a kind of 
melancholy satisfaction : ‘*I said it was so!” The world for him 
was nothing better than a vast hospital of diseased people who gave 
him the opportunity of proving his skill as a physician by pro- 
nouncing them incurable. 

There were certain circumstances and certain periods of the year 
which, to him, were particularly favourable for such reflexions. 
M. Lefevre took a supercilious delight in assuring himself of the 
greedy baseness of all who came to him in the hope of profit; he 
moved with a pitiless hand the springs of such human marion- 
neties, and when he had forced them into a betrayal of their own 
baseness, he cast them a piece of gold into the gutter. 

This wicked diversion which was, at bottom, only a round-about 
way of seeking his own self-justification, had brought its punishment 
along with it. Far from finding in it any real satisfaction, the old 
conseiller d’Etat grew daily more morose. It was all very well 
to degrade mankind in order to exalt himself, but a sentiment of 
brotherhood made him participate in the degradation. In vain he 
sought to fortify himself by hatred and disdain; he was like the 
reed spoken of by the Evangelist which breaks at the first step, 
and pierces the hand which it ought to support. 

He had had a new proof of this on the occasion of New-Year’s- 
day. Seated before the fire in a luxurious and costly arm-chair, 
which he never by any chance offered to a visitor, he had succes- 
sively received all those pretended friends who hasten to offer 
First came the 
servants for the customary éfrennes, repeating the venal compli- 
ments which they had learned by rote; then the god-daughters 
and clients in straightened circumstances who, in expressing their 
good-wishes, always found the means of referring to their wants ; 
next came the relations, near or remote, bringing useless pre- 
sents — usurious loans which he had been obliged to pay back 
a hundred fold. To these succeeded acquaintances repeating the 
ordinary good-wishes for his health and happiness with the same 


| indifferent interest which they would have displayed in deploring 


his ruin; and, lastly, came the outer circle of acquaintances less 
intimate, who leave their cartes de visile at your door, to testify 
that your name is still inscribed in their visiting-books among 


| those of the people to whom they owe a call. 


The old magistrate who had found no satisfaction in his morn- 
ing’s work, except in the irony with which he had presented each 
comer with his gift, and who had exhausted both his patience and 
his wit, breathed a sigh of satisfaction when he saw that the 
drawer in which he had deposited his éfrennes was at last quite 
empty. He cast his eyes upon a little memorandum he had made 
of the persons among whom he had just distributed his gifts, and 
rapidly calculated what they had cost him. 

** Twelve hundred francs! ” he muttered, shrugging his shoulders ; 
‘twelve hundred francs paid for falsehoods, which have not had 
wit enough among them to be different in their forms! Twelve 
hundred francs to make twenty discontented, and thirty ungrateful 
persons! For of all those who have just left me, carrying away 
my gold or my crown pieces, is there a single one who supposes my 
liberality to have been voluntary? Who is there among them 
that would not prefer my death to my life, if it would bring him 
a sou more? New-Year’s-gifts! ridiculous cheats kept up by cus- 
tom, in spite of common-sense — pitiful comedy which really 
deceives no one, and in which one person gives without pleasure 
what the other receives without gratitude. What is it but a 
remnant of the old Roman relations between client and patron — 
an unnecessary custom which cupidity favours, and vanity dares 
not abolish?” 

At these words he closed the drawer and rose with a bitter 
heart; beneath his apparent disdain for humanity, a sadness and 


, discouragement lay concealed which he in vain strove to disguise 


from himself. These men, despicable as he deemed them, were 
after all, his fellow-travellers in the journey of life — the only 
beings with whom he could exchange ideas, anxieties or hopes. 
The more he found them unworthy, the more he deprived himself 
of sympathy and of resources. Every vice was a security lost; for 
in every man whom he successively discovered to be.despicable he 
lost a companion or a friend! ; 

Saddened by these reflections he drew near to the window, 
leaning his feverish brow against the pane of glass, freshened by the 
cold air without. He remained for some time motionless in the 
same place, his eyes wandering along the street and among the 
gardens and the workshops. 

His looks were at last fixed on the afelier of an old turner, 
named Humbert, who had only been established in the street for 
afewmonths. Although age had bowed his shoulders and silvered 
his beard; and although he was compelled to have recourse to spec- 
tacles to help his weak sight, he went to his work as soon as the 
day dawned, and at night-fall he still toiled by the light of his lamp. 
Whilst the only assistant he employed, rested from time to time, 
took his meals at ease, and slowly obeyed the bell that called him 
to his task, old Humbert was always at his post, break fasted 
without leaving his bench, and had for a time-piece nothing but 
his zeal. Indulgent to every one, he was exacting only to himself. 

He had thus managed to bring up and educate ason, now one 
of the first mechanics in Paris, and who was at once his father’s 
pride and happiness. An only daughter still remained at home; 
and it was for her sake that the old man worked so hard. Already 
betrothed to a cousin, she waited till the savings of the young man 
might enable them to keep house: and the old father laboured in 
silence, to hasten the coming of the day which would leave him 
alone in the world; — but which would, at the same tithe, secure 
the happiness of his daughter. 

At the moment when the eyes of M. Lefevre fell upon this 
modest alelier, the old turner was at work with his assistant, and 
the rolling of the two wheels, then in movement, might be heard 
across the street. 

Suddenly M. Lefevre saw the door open, and the old man’s 
daughter entered the atelier. 
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She no doubt announced the arrival of an expected visitor, for her 
father showed signs of joy, and opening a cupboard, took out a 
bilboquet (cup-and-ball) and a child’s toy representing a windmill. 

Almost at the same instant the son appeared at the door, and 
threw himself into his father’s arms. There was in the warm 
embrace of the young workman, in his agitated voice, and in his 
gestures, from which a bystander might almost have guessed the 
words that were unspoken, so tender an expression that the old 
conseiller d’Etat was interested in spiteof himself. He rubbed his 
hand over the window-pane, dimmed by his breath, and gazed more 
attentively. 

New actors shortly made their appearance on the scene to 
complete this family picture; they were the two grand-children 
of the old turner, introduced by their mother. 

The old man hastened to hide the play-things behind his back, 
whilst the son, with his arm affectionately placed upon his father’s 
shoulder, encouraged the children to approach. The youngest held 
in its hand a snufl-box of cuir bouilli, resembling ebony in colour 
and polish ;'the other a porcelain cup, with a saucer, on which the 
initials of the grand-father were traced in golden letters. Both 
advanced half shy, half smiling, and the youngest lisped a good- 
wish for the New Year, whilst the mother, at every hesitation, 
whispered in its ear the forgotten word or syllable. 

The old man much affected, pressed both the children to his 
heart. He asked them little questions, listened to their replies, 
his hand all the while playing among their curls ;— kissed each 
of their foreheads; and then, in his turn, distributed the éfrennes 
which he had purchased for them. 

On seeing the little wind-mill and the cup-and-ball, the children 
uttered shouts of joy. The gifts were evidently unexpected. After 
throwing their arms around their grandfather’s neck, they forced 
every one present to admire their riches. They went from their 
father to their aunt, from their mother to the workman, showing 
the wonderful playthings with triumphant exclamations, and then 
returned to the old man to thank him again. New embraces 
were interchanged among the members of the family, and all 
left the atelier together : the children going before accompanied 
by the young girl, and followed by the aged mechanic, arm in arm 
with his son and his son’s wife. 

Alter their disappearance M. Lefivre remained for a long time 
in the same place. What he had just seen appeared like a reply 
to the accusations which a short time before had risen from his 
chagrined heart; and a doubt came over his conscience whether 
his philosophy were quite sound. He thought that if the rich 
presents which had fallen from his hands, had not awakened a 
gratitude similar to that with which the humble gifts of the old 
turner had been reccived, it was not the fault of humanity, but of 
himself; that after all love was only the result of love, and that 
the value of New-Year’s-gifts, like that of every thing else, could 
anly be estimated by the heart. 





ENVOI A GAVARNI, 
Sur son tableau : ‘‘ Le Jour de l’An de l’ouv'rier.” 


Sous des ais de charpente, en des murs bien bitis, 
Je vois un atelier et de simples outils : 
L’engrenage, le tour, I’étau, le T, l’équerre, 

Ce qui mesure, broie, assouplit la matiére. 

Devant son établi, debout, un grand vieillard 

Qui porte sur son front les soucis de son art, 

Dont au premier aspect la physionomie 

Tempére la finesse avec la bontomie, 

Supporte doucement sur son dos mi-votité 

Son fils, homine de fer, doux et plein de fierté. 
Une enfant déji grande et sa mére, deux anges, 
Dissemblables beautés et vertus sans mélanges, 
Présentent par la main et sur le premier plan 
Deux beaux petits garcons. Le premier jour de Van 
Se devine aux jouets quils montrent au grand-pére 
Le vieillard, affectant une mine sévére, 

Cache derriére soi pour les montrer aprés 

Avec plus de plaisir, des joujous qu'il tient préts : 
C’est un moulin a vent aux deux alles croisées 

Avec un bilboquet. Oh! les douces visées 

Qui naissent dans Pesprit de ces naifs parents! 
Les moins enfants, je crois, ne sont pas les plus grants 
Un artiste railleur dont le crayon s’aiguise 

Sur le déshabillé de mainte Cydalise, 

Par un contraste heureux qui retrempe son cceur 

Et donne a son talent une jeune vigueur, 

A buriné ces traits ob vit tant @espérance, 

Oi d'une belle eau bleuve on voit la transparence. 
(Jue d’avenir sommeille en ce tableau pieux ! 

{| met du baume 4 Padme et repose les yeux. 

Les enfants élevés dans cette humble atmosphére. 
Gavarni! seront grands sans sortir de leur sphere 
Cette fete naive et ce recueiliement 

Font aimer le travail. Ce bel enseignement 

\ découlé sans art de ton heureux génie 

(Jui laisse reposer un instant lironie. 

(est le coeur tout empreint de ta douce lecon, 
Oue je Cai dédié cette fréle chanson 


LA CHANSON DU JOUR DE L’AN. 

Refrain. 

Petits enfants, je sais lire 

Dans ce rire, 

Ce rire si rose et si blane ; 

C'est aujourd'hui le jour de lan. 

Le beau jour de l’an, pour l'enfance, 

Est toujours un événement; 

De brimborions quelle abondance. 

En échange d'un compliment! 

Pour leurs dents fines, mieux rangées 

Que les petites dents des rats, 

(Jue de bonbons et de dragées ! 

Ils ont des joujous a pleins bras! 


L’arbre de Noél, cette année, 

Avait déja porté son fruit; 

Jésus, sous Votre cheminée, 

Avait mis son présent, la nuit ; 
Huit jours sont un siécle, peut-étre, 
Pour vos petits gosiers d'oiseaux ; 
Le jour de lan, par la fenétre, 
Eclaire des présents nouveaux. 
Chacun d’entre eux se précipite 
Sur ses bonbons, sur ses joujous ; 
Vingt fois les prend, vingt fois les quite, 
Glisse dessus, roule dessous... 

A chaque fois qu’on vous embrasse 
C'est un déluge de cadeaux ; 

Du pantin la ficelle casse, 

Et Polichinelle a bon dos. 


Un tambour derriére l’épaule, 
Trompette en bouche ou fifre aux dents, 
C’est un petit-fils de la Gaule, 

Sabre au poing, et les yeux ardents. 
Prends plutot ce petit navire, 

Ou cette béche, ou ce compas! 

Dans ton alphabet sais-tu lire, 

Toi qui marches si bien au pas? 

Dans le jour pale des mansardes, 

Je yois des enfants demi-nus 
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Jouer avec de vieilles hardes, 

De petits martyrs inconnus. 

Enfants riches! de leurs guenilles 

N’ayez jamais peur en chemin; 

Donnez-leur un peu de vos billes, 

Et tendez-leur de votre pain. 

Pierre Dupont. 

Le 30 novembre 1853. 





THE SONNEURS OR WAITS OF BRITTANY. 
| WITH AN ILLUSTRATION BY PENGUILLY. | 
By EMILE SOUVESTRE. 


“* Souffle, souffle, hardi sonneur! En t’écoutant, les jeunes filles 
” révent la danse sur le sable uni des gréves, et les jeunes gars pré- 
” parent l’anneau d’argent pour leurs plus aimées; hardi sonneur, 
” souffle toujours. ” 

I repeated in a low voice this couplet from a song of the district 


of Cornouaille, recalled to my memory by the wild melodies of the | 
hautbois and the binious which resounded from all parts: it was | 


the sonneurs (or waits) of the country who were making their rounds 
in celebration of the New Year, playing aubades at the doors of all 
the village authorities. I had already met several of their bands 
and exchanged the ordinary salutations. 

** Joy be with you from the white to the black month, my dear, 
gentleman !”’ (1) 

‘*The same to you, my friend.” 

‘*May the Trinity receive you in its paradise after the last 
anguish!” 

** May it give you a crown of stars!’ 

‘** God be with you!” 

‘* The virgin protect you! ” 

And I pursued my journey, still hearing as I went the echoes of 
these rustic melodies, which seemed to throw after me from afar 
many happy good wishes for the approaching New Year. 

I had long known this race of wandering 
verse the parishes of old Brittany, gaining their subsistence from 
marriage and other celebrations, and always in search of festivities. 
Uncouth remnants of the once powerful corporation of the Barz, 
or Bards, formerly attached to the Druids, and charged with the 
care of preserving in their songs the remembrance of the national 
glory. The sonneurs of Brittany have retained some of the customs 
of the ancient Bards. Like their predecessors, a wandering people, 
known by everybody and receiving everywhere a ready welcome, 
they acquire in this exceptional existence a sort of rough gaiety 
foreign to the other Bretons. The people often cite instances 
of their audacity in visiting haunted places at midnight, in 
braving apparitions in the churchyards, or in traversing districts 
inhabited by those redoubtable dwarfs, called Kourils, who live 
amongst the stones of the Druids; others speak of the Arhez moun- 
tains, crossed in the middle of the winter, while troops of famish- 
ed wolves are abroad besieging the doors of the hamlets. The 
sonneurs thus acquire a high prestige and reputation; not that 


| they gain affection or respect, but that a kind of admiration is felt 


for these rash and merry ‘* Bohemians,” who, according to an 
expression of one of their band, ** walk bravely upon the earth 
without fear of anything either above or below!” 

The night was gathering around me on the moor; I saw the 
circular tops of the hills disappearing in the cold fog of the last day 


| of December ; patches of snow covered here and there the uneven 
| portions of the more elevated heaths, and the steeple of the church 


| of the Chateau neuf du Faon rose before me illumined by the last 
| rays of the setting sun. 


I soon reached the hospitable dwelling of Captain Le Sur, who 
was expecting my arrival. 

I found the cloth laid in a small apartment, which, with its low 
ceiling, its painted wainscotting and its narrow windows, had the 
appearance of the cabin of a ship. The captain, whose life had 
been spent in ploughing the seas, took a pleasure in these arrange- 


| ments, so conformable to his old habits and reminiscences. 


| expression of their faces, and in their breathless efforts. 
sparkling eyes and tightening hands they prolonged their provoking | 


| joyful and friendly deference. He went from one to the other, shook 


| New-Year’s-greetings. 





He received me with the cordiality of a Breton and a sailor, 
without speeches but with extended hands and smiling lips. An 
old arm-chair was placed for my disposal beside the hearth on 
which the stump of a young oak tree was burning cheerfully. At 
a corner of the table prepared for the evening’s repast stood one 
of those dusty bottles with their cachets mildewed by time, which 
announce choice nectars such as those to which Horace refers, and 
which have been left ** to grow old in Sabine casks during several 
consulates! ” 

I had just sat down, with my feet upon the hearth; the heat had 
already begun to melt the hoar-frost incrusted on the rim of my 
gaiters, and my host, his hand placed kindly upon my knees, 
had just done inquiring about the friends we mutually esteemed, 
when we were suddenly interrupted by the explosion of an aubade 
beneath the windows of the house. 

At the same instant, old Dinorah, opened the door, crying out : 
** Monsieur! It is the two Plodus and Barvanek.” 

** Ah! ah!” said the captain, rising with an air of satisfaction ; 
‘** the old chouans have not forgotten me then.” 

** Perhaps you have become a public character since my last 
visit?” I inquired, smiling; ‘‘and I am the guest of a new ma- 
gistrate?” 

** Not that I know of,” said he. 

** What is the reason then of this concert?” 

** Oh! that is an old story,” replied the sailor ; ‘* but let me see 
to these musicians. Dinorah, follow me with the glasses into the 
cellar.” 

He went out with the old servant, and I approached the window to 
have a look at the sunneurs who continued playing their music. 


They were three in number; their dress consisted of the breeches | 


usually worn in Cornouaille, a leather belt, a soutache,and a little 
fringed hat adorned with a pea-cock’s feather. The plaintive 


| music of the binivu,an instrument formed of goat skins, was 


played by the elder of the three ; whilst the younger musician accom- 
panied them on one of those rustic hautbois, whose sharp notes 
pierce the air like arrows. All three seemed animated by a 
passionate ardour, as if the rude harmony they produced intoxi- 
cated them with delight. There was a sort of violence in the 
With 


modulations as if they were hurling a defiance. The notes actually 
seemed to hiss in the air and clash against each other. 

At last they ceased in a long and plaintive cadence ; I then heard 
the door open, and the captain went out followed by Dinorah car- 
rying four glasses on a tin dish. 

On perceiving the sailor, the three sonneurs saluted him with 


them heartily by the hand, and filled and emptied the glasses with 
the two Flodus and Bavarnek. 

From the window at which Istood, I heard them exchanging the 
Each drank another glass of wine and the 
sonneurs prepared to take their leave. 

** Joy be with you till the year following the one that is coming,” 
exclaimed the elder of the two Flodus, touching his hat. 

** God grant that we may all meet together again as we have 
done to-night,”’ exclaimed the younger brother. 

** Let us drink each other’s health in memory of the night on 
which we first met!” exclaimed Bavarnek. 

At this remembrance they touched tlie four glasses one against 


| the other, and the sonneurs departed. 


They had long disappeared in the darkness when I heard once 


(A) The inhabitants of Brittany call January the white month (Gwen veur) on 
account of the snuw ; and December the black month (Kerdes) on account of the 
fogs and the rain. 





musicians who tra- | 


| their hiding-places! 


| the chouans.’ 





) more the sound of the binious and the sharp, piercing notes of 
the hautbois. The echoes grew weaker and weaker till they were 
lost in the silence of the night. 

The captain returned, Dinorah following with the plates for 
supper ; he pointed out my seat at table, and drawing the cork from 
the mildewed bottle already referred to, made excuses for the au- 
| bade and the delay it had occasioned. 

** Our Breton music,” said he, ** is not of the choicest to offer to 
a guest, and has perhaps spoiled your appetite for supper; but 
I and Bayarnek and the Flodus are old friends, and I could not 
| leave them standing at my door without giving them, as the phrase 
goes ‘le salut des vins’ . 

‘** Indeed it appeared to me,” I replied, ** that your acquaintance 
was intimate and of ancient date.” 

‘+ Twenty years.” 

** And if I am to believe what the elder of the three said, it is 
closely allied to an event of which this day in particular recalls 
the memory.” 

** True ; their aubade is the celebration of an anniversary.” 

** You have already told me,” 1 resumed, looking at him, ** that 
it is an old story.” 

‘** And you wish me to relate it, ” said the captain, smiling. ‘‘ But 
| a host should refuse nothing to his guests. Besides I remember 
: that at Coppet, when there was not enough for dinner, M™* de Staél 

made up for the deficiency by an anecdote ; perhaps my recital will 

serve to distract your attention from Dinorah’s deficiences. If the 
palate is not satisfied the ears can take supper. ” 

Thus speaking he filled my plate and my glass, and leaning his 
elbow on the table, whilst I ate and drank with an appetite which 
protested against his fears, commenced the following recital : — 

‘** The story Iam about to relate,” said he, ** goes back to the last 
days of the Empire, when France was vanquished by Europe ; 
when our Breton ports were blocked up by the English fleets and 
filled with disarmed vessels, arnongst which was my brig the ** Al- 
cyon.” Condemned to an involuntary idleness, I returned to my 
native town where we soon learnt that certain ancient chiefs of 
the royalist party, encouraged by the recent disasters of our troops, 
had again armed the chouans. 

All the scouts of the royalists were in movement; some huntsmen 
who, emboldened by custom, still ventured into the woods of Saint- 

| Goazec, or into the heaths of Montreff, had met women following 

the most unfrequented paths, beggars turning their backs upon the 

villages where they expected to received alms, and priests on horse- 

back enveloped in large cloaks, plunging at a heavy trot into soli- 

tary defiles. It was reported that the bands of the north and of 

| Morbihan had thoughts of reuniting their forces in order to under- 
take an expedition against Carhaix, where they were likely to be 
welcomed by the sympathy of many of the inhabitants. 

The government instantly formed into companies in self-de- 
fence. I joined the volunteers of Faou, without seeking any 
particular rank, and our batallions soon commenced operations 
in all directions. These expeditions often attended with no posi- 
tive result or precise information, were not very serious. In spite 
of all the fears loudly expressed from time to time, it was difficult 
for us to imagine any real danger. The terrible civil war kindled 

; during the Republic between town and country, was known to 
us only by the recitals of our fathers. We had not participated 
in the bloody dramas that the ** blues” and the chouans had en- 

| acted on our moors during a period of six years. It was to us scarce- 
ly more than an historical tradition. The reconnoitering parties 
ordered out by the superior authority, were considered rather as 
military promenades than important expeditions ; their proved inu- 
tility had increased our confidence, and we began to laugh at the 
uneasiness of the prefect. But a letter from him at last arrived, 
informing us of the increasing activity of the royalist chiefs ; how 
they had been seen traversing isolated farm yards, and how a conven- 
tion was being held at the Chateau de Gouare ; and concluding with 

a hint as to the necessity of redoubling our vigilance. 

Our commander, a determined sportsman, who loved action for its 
own sake, decided on a grand march in the direction of Gouare. 
For two days we made our preparations, but not so much for a 
dangerous enterprize as for a promenade of curiosity. A mid- 
night walk upon the mountains was a novelty for the greater part 
of the volunteers, to which the idea of peril added a peculiar 

| emotion, that was not without its charm. 

We departed at night-fall at a brisk pace, the cold weather being 
favourable to quick walking. A half transparent fog obscured the 
glitter of the stars. It was the last day of December; lights shone 

| in all the caseménts of the little town, and we heard, as we passed 
by, the songs, the bursts of laughter or the stifled cries of joy 
which issued from the inside of doors carefully closed and bolted. 

** (rage! they are all preparing for the New Year,” said lieuten- 
ant Duroc, in a jovial tone; ‘* this evening they make horns of 

| sweet-meats for the children and pan-cakes for the parents. But 

| let us quicken our pace a little, comrades, for we must return here 
to-morrow to claim our portion of the feast.” 

** Shall we have to keep walking until we meet the chouans?” 
inquired one of the volunteers. 

The whole troop replied by a shout of laughter. 

‘“* The percepteur forgets that these gentlemen of the night are 
not visible to the naked eye,” resumed M. Duroc; ‘* their existence 
is an administrative creation which we owe to the bureaux of 
M. le Préfet. The birth has been inscribed, although the child is 
not yet born.” 

** What are we going to do then in the mountain, lieutenant?” 

** We are going to take the air, my dear, sir.” 

** In that case one may smoke a cigar?” 

** Aye! and even offer one.” 

The percepteur distributed some among his comrades. 

‘+ Never mind,” said he, as soon as the cigars were lighted; ‘* I 
ask myself, what is the good of this * white night’ since there is 
nothing to do in the mountain?” 

**What good!” repeated the lieutenant, with mock gravity; 
‘* and the orders of ‘the prefect, sir! Will you not let him have 
his bulletin from the great army? or save the empire by our 
interposition? You must know that we are here to gain for him 
the cross of the legion of honour, or a place in the senate — 
and let that keep your nose warm. For after all, gentlemen, it is 
| only the nose that suffers from this cold fog. Besides the night is 

splendid—excellent weather to wait for the wolves to come out of 
What a pity that M. le Préfet has not com- 
missioned us to send him some of theirfurs, instead of the ears of 


’ 





And thus led on to his favourite topic, lieutenant Duroc related 
some of his hunting-adventures, interlarding the recital with fic- 
tions as well as puns. . 

Our troop, composed of about twenty volunteers, had by this 
time insensibly broken its ranks. Some had gathered around their 
lieutenant, who grew more and more animated, while others-had 
followed in small groups, laughing and singing alternately. One 


| would have taken us, not for a military expedition, but for a com- 


pany of jolly comrades returning with their muskets on their should- 
ers from some rendez-vous of pleasure. 5 

We continued in this manner as far as the-banks of the river of 

“‘ Terror” (‘), which we crossed between Saint-Goazec and Spezet. 

rrived in this place opinions differed as to the road we ought 

to take; there was not one among us all who knew anything 

about the footpaths which traversed the /ande ; and the increasing 


| darkness rendered it still more difficult for us to discover our 
| whereabouts. 


After a long and confuged debate, we at length decided upon 
taking a guide. , 

The sergeant, together with some volunteers, was accordingly sent 
for the purpose of seeking one at an isolated house lying a little 
towards the right. But before they had reached it, they returned 


(4) The river Laon, erroneously called Laune by geographers, 
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leading with them a young peasant whom they had found hiding 
behind a bush. 

He at first appeared somewhat frightened, but the lieutenant 
succeeded in reassuring him; and he confessed that on hearing our 
approach, he began to be afraid, not knowing whether we were 
armed ‘* in the name of God or in that of the Devil.” 

**And whom do you consider as the soldiers of the Devil? ” 
inquired the lieutenant. ‘* Faith! it may be said of the town- 
folks,” replied the lad, naively; ‘* for they recruit for the bishop of 
Vannes, and once forced our fathers to take arms with them, under 
the penalty of finding all their cattle slaughtered, and their poor 
huts reduced to ashes.” 

‘* Have they begun to reappear in the country?” ! 

‘* Not to my knowledge ; but there is a report from the village 
that they are forming themselves into bands.” 

** And so you took us for one of these bands? ” 

** Monsieur, will excuse me, but that is the truth.” 

** And you concealed yourself? ” 

‘From fear of being forcibly compelled to make one of you.” 

**So you are not for the king?” 

*¢ No, sir.” 

** Then you are for the emperor?” 

** Neither for the one nor the other.” 

** For whom, then?” 

‘For nobody, sir, seeing*that if I be for some one I must fight 
for him; and besides I wish to be for myself, and for nobody 
else!” 





The avowal was so frank, and the tone in which it was said, so | 


natural that we could not repress our laughter. 

‘* Pardieu ! gentlemen,” cried the licutenant, ‘here is one at 
least who cannot be accused of fanaticism.” 

** Where were you going when you heard us 

** To Saint-Goazec, sir!” 

** You know the route which leads to Gouare by the Landes? ” 

‘*Eh! Sainte-Anne! I walk it every week.” 

** Then you shall conduct us thither. ” 

‘the young peasant appeared disconcerted. 

**Me conduct you!” he repeated; ‘* why, 
have to turn back.” 

**Then turn back!” said Duroc, spinning 
heels and pointing out the way. 

** Seigneur ! and those who are waiting for me down yonder?” 

** They will have to wait,” replied the lieutenant; and as he 
saw the peasant was preparing new objections: ** That’s enough!” 
he added, bluntly : ** the fog is too cold for us to stay babbling in 
the moonlight—and see that one of you keep an eye upon him. ” 

The boy perceiving that resistance was useless, resigned himself 
but with a bad grace, and as if yielding to compulsion. It 
was in vain that I attempted to justify the violence that was 
done him, by explanations ; — he shook his head without a word 
and walked on before at a pace with which we had great difliculty 
in keeping up. 

He lost no time in quitting the path we had followed, and led 
us along the side of the heath in the direction of a gloomy pass 
between the two hills. 

The lieutenant who had once hunted in the parages, looked 
about him without being able to recognize a single feature of the 
landscape, and was about to express his doubts as to the route 
followed by our -guide; when the latter forestalled him, and 
replied, in a peevish tone : ** That if they knew the way them- 
selves, his assistance was useless, and his further services 
might be dispensed with.’’ He even 


9” 
‘ 


to do that we shall 


him round upon his 


made a movement as if he | 


would return towards Goazec, and it required not only the?per- | 


suasion, but the threats of the lieutenant to force him to continue 
the journey. 


But the gaiety which had enlivened our departure, seemed to | 


vanish in proportion, as we advanced into this unknown region. 
[t was piercing cold, the roads were bad, and our party had fallen 
into an almost univeral silence. Instead of dazzis and bursts of 
laughter, there was nothing to be heard but complaints or curses. 


VI. | 
All at once the moon rises and he utters a cry! On the right hand, on the left, | 


behind, before — everywhere as far as his eye can see the heath is covered with 
Kourils running about and-repeating in a loud voice: Play, brave Sonneur, and 
lead the dance of the Kourils! 
Vil. 
In vain he resists; the biniow appreaches his lips in spite of himself; he plays 
and he dances involuntarily, until the stars grow pale. The sounds become weaker 
and weaker and his feet move about less freely. 


VIII. 

At last the cock crows. The biniou falls from the lips of the Sonneur, his arms 
drop down on his knees, his head hangs upon his breast, and voices in the air re- 
peat the chorus : Sleep, sleep, brave Sonneur! slecp till to-morrow night! 

IX 


xX. 

And on the following night and every night till the day of judgment, Lao will 
waken to lead the dance of the Kourils, amidst the agonies of hell; and the sound 
of his biniou send forth its warning from afar : Jmprudence is the Sister of Death! 

I fancied there was an accent of dark and menacing irony in the 
voice of our guide when he pronounced these last words. Ido not 
know whether my companions perceived this, but a long silence 
followed. Nothing was to be heard for several instants but the 
clash of our arms and the sound of our footsteps. 

At last the lieutenant appeared asifhe would shake off this moody 
impression by a derisive shout of laughter. 

** Mardiels!”’ he exclaimed; ‘‘in spite of the warning given by 
the biniou of Lao, I should not be sorry to learn how much breath 
there can be in a dead body!” 

He had scarcely uttered these words when, as if in compliance 
with his desire, a biniow resounded upon the moor from the right 
hand. 

The whole company stopped with one accord. The sounds were 
loud but hurried, as if the sonneur were carried away in some 


rapid movement; they came nearer and nearer, till at last they | 


suddenly ceased in one of the sharpest notes, as if the instrument 
had fallen from the mouth of the sonneur. 

This unexpected silence made the boldest of us start ; the lieute- 
nant hastily drew his sword. 

** Upon my soul! I will know who this fellow is that is playing 
the part of Lao!” cried he; ** to the right, geutlemen, to the right, 
by the little foot-path!” 





With these words he rushed towards the place whence the | 


sound of the biniouw had proceeded, and we were hastening to follow 
him when the sounds arose again, but from the opposite hill with 
the same violence and the same éclat. 

‘** Hark! now it is on the left;” exclaimed the sergeant, in an 
altered voice. 

** Are you quite sure of it?” asked Duroc, striving to struggle 
against his own convictions. 


H 


Before any one could reply, the biniow burst forth anew, but | 


this time on the right hand, as if it wished to leave no doubt on 
our minds. 
We all stopped in alarm; some attempting vainly to conceal 


their fear, by multiplying explanations, each of which was refuted | 


by the invisible and double sonneur, who continued playing alter- 
nately upon the two hills. The lieutenant, who had been awhile 
rendered dumb by surprize, turned round to inquire of the guide; 
but in the midst of the general panic, he had disappeared ! 

In vain each looked to his neighbour for an explanation; — no 
one could tell at what moment he had escaped. And in vain we 
ran from side to side, ** searching the night with our cyes; ’’—the 
ravine was empty. 

Nevertheless the mysterious sonneur continued to sound his 


biniow sometimes to the right, a little behind us, sometimes to the | 


left, a little before. 
and the pauses less prolonged, when at last they exploded above 
our heads, from both sides at once! 

Twenty cries burst from our ranks at that instant, and every 
hand pointed to the two hills. A sonneur had just appeared on 


| each height, dancing and walking along the edge; and behind 


j 


But by a singular contrast, our guide seemed under a precisely | 


contrary influence. In proportion as the temper of the others 
became gloomy, his cleared up. He seemed to be in his element 
at last, and grew quite talkative. After having told me the names 


of the woods that rose before us in the distance like spots blacker | 


than the night, and pointed out several ruined farm-houses and 
manors, whose tottering walls traced their dark outlines upon the 
sky, he even condescended to accept some tobacco which I offered 
him. ot 

He had just filled his earthen pipe, when a church bell sounded 
afar off. He counted the hours one after the other, and turning 
towards me when the last vibration had died away : ** It is mid- 


night,” said he smiling; ‘* the New Year has begun and you have | 


unconsciously given me my first é/renne. ” 

‘* God grant it may bring happiness!” I replied. 

He looked fixedly at me for a moment, but said nothing, and 
put the pipe in his mouth without lighting it. 

We had entered into the dark ravine which separates the two 
hills, and we beheld their naked summits on both sides of us, half 
visible in the star-light. asked the young peasant where we 
were. 

** In the land of the sonneur of midnight!” he replied. 

** God help us then!” said the lieutenant, who had approached. 
** Gentlemen! 
sprites and phantoms; we are in the immediate neighbourhood of 
a haunted spot! Do you not remember the terrible Ballad of 
Lao?” 

** And if you have forgotten it I warrant your guide will be able 
to repeat it for you, ” added the sergeant. 

** Aye! aye! let him sing it,” echoed several voices. 

‘* You hear!” said Duroc, turning to the peasant; ‘‘ they call for 
the * Guerz of the Sonneur of Midnight!’ ” 


be on your guard, you are entering the region of | 


‘* This is no place to sing it in,” observed the guide, whose eyes | 


seemed to pierce uneasily through the darkness. 


‘*Upon my soul he is afraid of awakening the Kourils,” cried | 


one of the band, laughing. 


‘Let him be reassured then; does he not sce that we are | 


9” 


armed 
, ‘And authorised by I. le Prefet!” 
** Come, lieutenant, order him to sing it.” 
** For the good of the public!” 


** If he refuses we will him declare him an enemy of the govern- | 


ment.” 

These threats, uttered in a langhing tone could not have 
frightened our guide; but at any rate he appeared resolved upon 
obeying, and after a short prelude he sang the following Ballad in 


that high prolonged tone which gives to the Breton music a cha- | 


racter so doleful, that the lightest heart grows sad to hear it. 


The Ballad of the Sonneur of Midnight. 


I. 

The brave Sonneur of Cornouaille traverses the moor which leads to the house 
of the Kourils; in vain the women have told him that he must not tempt God; that 
there are things in the world which he ought not to know, and others which he 
ought to fear. 

‘ It. 

Lao replied that, since the little black men had only the wind of the moors and 
the songs of the night-birds for sonneurs, he would approach them fearlessly and 
make them dance in the moonlight to the beautiful roundelays of Cornouaille. 

mW 


Thus speaking he takes his biniow and goes on his way. In proportion as he 


advances his heart becomes bolder and the sound of the biniow stronger and louder. 
He has already proceeded over half of the Lande and beholds before him the great 
stones among wiich the Kourils live. 
IV. 
He fancies he hears a murmur growing louder and louder every instant. At first, 
like the warbling of a brook, then like the rush of a river and at last like the rour- 
ing ofasea! + 


v. 
Lao begins to blow more feebly and his eyes roll with terror 


| 


‘ach gathered a crowd of shadows at first indistinguishable in 
the fog, but when they had attained a portion of the elevation 
more illuminated than the rest we caught sight of glittering arms. 
A, confused rumour of voices struck upon our ears, and the cry : 
** The chouans! it is the chouans!” went through our ranks. 

It was in truth the chouans. In vain we sought to distinguish 
the end of those black lines winding down the sides of the hills; 


The sounds became mere and more distinct, | 


no sooner had the foremost reached the ravine than others poured | 


on from behind; they descended the two hills like a double tor- 
rent, 
The two bands had evidently perceived us, for they did not 


advance as if to* unite, but as if manceuvering to surround us. | 


We should thus have been cut off from all chance of safety. 
only resource was to regain the entrance of the ravine and to force 
a passage across the foreguard of the chouans, who were just 
reaching it. Duroc understood this, and having rapidly explained 
to us what we had to do, rushed forwards at our head with a reso- 
lution that was contagious. 

At the moment when we emerged from the obscurity that had 
hitherto concealed us, the chouans uttered a loud cry, and the sound 
of fire-arms began to echo on the hill. 

The lieutenant ordered us to divide, so that the balls of the enemy 
might take less effect, and the precaution was far from being 
less. But as we arrived in face of those who defended the 
each, by an instinctive impulse, kept close to his neighbour. This 
movement was fatal to us. A volley of balls reached our serricd 
ranks, and we were soon surrounded with wounded and killed. In 


pass, 


Our | 


need- | 


attempting to succour them the volunteers, who had at first escaped, | 


were struck in their turn. Our troop which only returned the 
fire of the enemy by a few isolated shots, began to fall back and 
seemed to melt under the fire of the chouans. 


And, at last, when 


all hope was lost the instinct of self-preservation caused the sur- | 
vivors to throw down their arms and take flight in different direc- ! 


tions. Some fell into the hands of the chouans and were massa- 
cred; others succeeded in concealing themselves among the bushes 
until morning, .and went home to the Faon to tell the news of our 
disaster. 

As for myself, favoured by chance during the whole combat, 
I had continued to fire upon the enemy without receiving a single 
wound; I even succeeded in forcing my way through the line sta- 
tioned at the entrance of the ravine. There remained but a few 
steps and the road was free! I had charged my musket for the 
last time, and was attempting to pierce the darkness that shrouded 
the path I had to follow, when all at once a spark flashed from a 
bush at my right hand. I did not even hear the explosion. Struck 
on the side by a musket shot, I sank down on the ground and lost 
all consciousness. 

I cannot say how long the swoon lasted; but I was awaken- 
ed from it by cries and the glare of torches. It was the chouans 
Visiting the field of battle to despoil the dead and to kill the wounded. 
I heard supplications interrupted by a shot, then silence, and then 
the noise of the victors plundering the bodies. 

One of the bands now advanced towards the spot where TI lay. 
I strove to rise, but in vain, My limbs seemed to have lost all 
relation with my will. The chouans continued to approach, rum- 
maging the bushes on their way, until they were so near that the 
light of their torches forced me to close my eyes. At the same 
instant several cries burst forth—they had perceived, and were 
running towards me, . 

I lay motionless, my eyelids half-closed, but seeing 
passed around me. 

A sinister-looking chouan bending over me, exclaimed, 

** Another gentleman of the town to despatch!” 

And he had raised his blood-stained hunting-knife, when sud- 
denly an arm arrested its descent; and I heard a voice crying : 

‘** This prize is mine — leave him to me!” 

‘*Why so?” asked the man with the knife, 

‘* Why!” repeated the voice, ** because the ‘Blues’ once kill- 
ed seven Christians in my family, and I want to avenge them.” 

The chouan seemed to understand this explanation, for he went 


all that 





away grumbling and made room for the other, in whom I had 
already recognized our guide — the young peasant. 

He leaned over me as if to assure himself that I still lived, and 
whispered in my ear : — ‘* Fear not; but remain motionless! ” 
and rising to load the English carabine which he wore en ban- 
douillere, he placed the end of it upon my breast. The beating of 
my heart ceased for an instant and I held my breath. He made the 
sign of the cross. 

** May God have mercy upon me!” he said, gravely. 
in memory of my dead.” 

And the shot exploded. But the barrel of the gun had slid along 
my hunting vest, and the ball went labouring in the ground at my 
side. The explosion however stunned me, and I fell off into another 
half-swoon. 

It was this that saved me. The chouans who approached hold- 
ing torches to my face, believed me dead and left me. P 

I heard their cries, though vaguely, for some time after their de- 
parture; I saw their torches as they passed by : then all was dark 
and silent. 

I but slowly regained consciousness. I had been benumbed and 
felt no pain. Languor had taken the place of resignation. There 
was apparently no chance of assistance for many hours, and I felt 
certain I could not survive so long. I therefore considered my 
fate as decided and submitted to it. My only regret was that I had 
not been able to express my last wishes on certain worldly affairs, 
which occupied my mind at this moment more than life itself. 

Suddenly I heard a noise of footsteps along the pathway, as of 
people advancing with precaution, and on the search for something. 
I at last distinguished a voice, which said: ‘‘It is there!” Three 
shadows then approached me, and I recognised our guide followed 
by the two sonneurs. 

I had raised myself upon my elbow, and the young peasant on 
perceiving me in this posture, uttered an exclamation of surprise. 

“Holy Virgin ! hemoves!” he cried : ** Quick ! quick! andhelp me.” 

** What are you going to do?” asked I, in a half smothered voice. 

‘* What we ought;” he replied, rapidly. ‘* Come here, you 
others, and bear him away gently.” 

The two sonneurs lifted me from the ground and followed the 
young man as far as the entrance of the ravine, where we found a 
horse. After having mounted it himself, he raised me on to the 
saddle and made me sit before him, supporting me at the same time 
with his arm, We then commenced our journey. 

All this tock place without my being able to renew my questions. 
I was so feeble that to speak was too great an effort for me. And 
thus was I carried away without knowing what he intended to do 
with me, until we arrived at a village, which I afterwards knew to 
be Saint-Goazec. Our horse stopped before a door, at which one 
of the sonneurs knocked several times. A voice from the interior 
replicd that the door would be opencd immediately. At this an- 
nouncement I was lifted down and carried to the stone seat that 
stood near the threshold. The young guide approached me and 
taking my hand in his, said : 

‘* You are now at the doctor’s house ; — may Heaven save you! 
You gave me my first efrenne; I give it back to you.” 

On hearing the key turn in the lock, he threw himself upon the 
horse, and rejoined the sonneurs who had already departed. 

It was several months before I completely recovered. Dur- 
ing that time events had rapidly succeeded each other. The empire 
had crumbled to the dust—crushed under its barren glory ;—and the 
exile of Ghent had reascended the throne of his ancestors. The 
chouans had no longer any motive for concealing themselves. He 
to whom I owed my life, came to see me with his uncle and his 
brother, in whom I recognized the two sonneurs of the last night 
of December. 

Since then our intimacy has continued. I never fail to see them 
on this anniversary, and we drink together in memory of the 
élrennes of 1814. 

The captain’s story, often interrupted, had prolonged itself 
beyond the supper, to the hour when he was accustomed to retire. 
Unchangeable in her habits, Dinorah brought two wax- an les. 
It was now time for us to separate. After thanking the Captain for 
his recital, and shaking him heartily by the hand, I withdrew to 
the little chamber that had been set apart for me. As I entered it 
struck eleven by the neighbouring clock. I approached the win- 
dow ; the stars were unusually brilliant, and threw a soft light on 
the hill tops, and I heard afar off the sound of the binious melting 
away into the valleys. But their language had changed for me, 
and instead of awakening the memory of a love-song, it seemed to 
recall the terrible bitlad of Lao; to repeat the warning words: 
Imprudence is the Sister of ‘ Death!” 


* This is 





THE BONBON TRADE IN PARIS ON NEW-YEAR’S-EVE. 

New-Ycar’s-day is for the confectioners a golden mine whose rich 
vein it takes several days to exhaust. The elegant young ladies who 
serve in brilliant shops, sparkling with a thousand lights reflected 
by mirrors and crystal pendants without number, though so 
obliging and so active are scarcely equal to the task of pouring 
out for the impatient crowd the floods of sweet-meats for which they 
thirst : floods more abundant than those which issued, at the 
touch of the fairy’s wand, from the diamond rocks of the Fortunate 
Isle! Statistical science, who is not a fairy, assures us that no 
more than three or four millions of francs worth of bonbons and 
confectionary are sold at Paris on New-Year’s-day. But the fact 
is, that bonbons multiply in the hands of the Parisians to so won- 
derful an extent, that if the value of all the sweat-meais that people 
give each other could be calculated in money, it would certainly 
amount to at least twenty millions of francs. The meaning of 
this mystery is exceedingly simple. You give M™ X... a bag of 
imarrons glacés (preserved chestnuts) tied with a pretty little red 
ribbon. M™ X.., thanks you with a smile, opens the bag, gra- 
ciously offers you one of your own chestnuts and eats one herself 
She finds it exquisite; but as soon as you have taken your depar- 
ture, she carefully ties up the bag and sends it to the children of 
M"¢ B..., her particular friend. M™* B... in great alarm Icast the 
bonbons, pastilles, pralines and preserved fruits, which fall like 
manna among the children, should make them sick, does not fail to 
offer the bag to pretty M"* Sophie, daughter of her old friend colone! 
C..., M"* Sophie is god-mother to the little daughter of an old ser- 
geant, now a dealerin gunsand fishing tackle, in the rue Saint-Denis. 
What a capital thing! exclaims this last, who hastens to do hom- 
age to his neighbour, the haberdasher, an amiable widow of 
forty and upwards. The widow who has her share of relf-respect 
thinks she ought not to owe her neighbours anything, so she sets 
to work making with her own hands another bag, as white as snow, 
puts the same marrons glacés inside it, substitutes a blue ribbon 
for the red one, and sends it back to M"* Sophie, who, it is to be 
hoped, will this time keep them for herself, unless indeed she be 
compelled to arrange them in a pyramid upon a dessert-plate for the 
good of the family. Even is this case I should not like to take my 
oath that the family will eat them! There are in Paris bags of 
bonbons, that it would be as fatiguing to follow during the first 
week of the New Year, as to trace the foot-steps of the Wan- 
deiing Jew! All the necessary calculations being made, the bag 
of bonbons, whose cost-price was six francs, and whose history we 
have just related, has served the place of six bags ; total thirty six 
franes. 

It often happens that bonbons are worth less than the cover 
which contains them. It is almost impossible to imagine how 
much invention, art and labour, are expended on all sorts of boxes 
for bonbons, great and small. Those intended for rich e/rennes are 
covered with delicate paintings, like the most beautiful fans, or they 
are carved, damasked inlaid, impearled, and gilt. Others again, 


more modest than these, imitate every natural form that the mind 
can imagine. The show-rooms and the factories of the confectioners, 
may thus be said to exhibit in miniature all the products of human 
industry. 
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A BONBON SHOP IN PARIS ON NEW YEAR'S EVE. — DRAWN BY GENIOLE. 


Paris. — Typographie de J. Bast, rue Powpée, 7. 





